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ADORATION to the blessed Arya-praghia-paramita
(perfection of wisdom,).

1-1

Thus it was heard by me: At one time Bhagavat (the blessed
Buddha) dwelt in Sravasti, in the grove of Geta, in the gar-
den of Anathapindada, together with a large company of
Bhikshus (mendicants), viz. with 1250 Bhikshus, with many
noble-minded Bodhisattvas. |

1-2

Then Bhagavat hziving in the forenoon put on his under-gar-
ment, and having taken his bowl and cloak, entered the great
city of Sravasti to collect alms. |

1-3

Then Bhagavat, after he had gone to the great city of Sra-
vasti to collectalms, performed the act of eating, and having
returned from his round in the afternoon, he put away his
bowl and cloak, washed his feet, and sat down on the seat
intended for him, crossing his legs, holding hlS body upnght
and turning his reflection upon himself.
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1-4
Then many Bhikshus approached to where Bhagavat was, sa-
luted his feet with their heads, turned three times round him

to the right, and sat down on one side.
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2-1
At that time again the venerable Subhiiti came to that assem-
bly and sat down.

2-2 ,
Then rising from his seat and putting his robe over one
shoulder, kneelingon the earth with his right knee, he
stretched out his folded hands towards Bhagavat and said to
him:

2-3

¢ It is wonderful, O Bhagavat, it is exceedingly wonderful. O
Sugata, how much the noble-minded Bodhisattvas have been
favoured with the highest favour by the Tathagata the holy
and fully enlightened!

2-4

It is wonderful how much the noble-minded Bodhisattvas
have been instructed with the highest instruction by the
Tathagata, the holy and fully enlightened!

2-5
How then, O Bhagavat, should the son or the daughter of a
good family, after having entered on the path of the Budhi-
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sattvas, behave, how should he advance, and how should he
restrain his thoughts?’

2-6 :

After the venerable Subhuti had thus spoken, Bhagavat said
to him: ¢ Well said, well said, Subhiti! So it is, Subhiuti, so
it is, as you say. The noble-minded Bodhisattvas have been
favoured with the highest favour by the Tathagata, the noble-
minded Bodhisattvas have been instructed with the highest
instruction by the Tathagata.

2-7

Therefore, O Subhiti, listen and take it to heart, well and
rightly. I shall tell you, how any one who has entered on the
path of Bodhisattvas should behave, how he should advance,
and how he should restrain his thoughts.

2-8
Then the venerable Subhiiti answered the Bhagavat and said:
‘So be it, O Bhagavat.’ '
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3-1

Then the Bhagavat thus spoke to him: ‘Any one, O Subhuti,
who has entered here on the path of the Bodhisattvas must
thus frame his thought: As many beings as there are in this
world of beings, comprehended under the term of beings ( ei-
ther born of eggs, or from the womb, or from moisture, or
miraculously), with form or without form, with name or with-
out name, or neither with nor without name, as far as any
known world of beings is known, all these must be delivered
by me in the perfect world of Nirvana.

3-2
And yet, after I have thus delivered immeasurable beings, not

‘one single being has been delivered.

3-3 .
And why ? If, O Subhati, a Bodhisattva had any idea of (be-
lief in) a being, he could not be called a Bodhisattva (one
who is fit to become a Buddha).

3-4 ‘ :

And why ? Because, O Subhiti, no one is to be called a
Bodhisattva, for whom there should exist the idea of a being,
the idea of a living being, or the idea of a person.’
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4-1

* And again, O Subhati, a gift should not be given by a
Bodhisattva, while he believes in objects; a gift should not be
given by him, while he believes in anying; a gift should not
be given by him, while he believes in form; a gift should not
be given by him, while he believes in the spec1a1 qualities of
sound, smell, taste, and touch.

4-2
For thus, O Subhﬁti, should a gift be given by a noble-
minded Bodhisattva, that he should not believe even in the

idea of cause.

4-3 |
And why ? Because that Bodhisattva, O Subhﬁti, who gives
a gift, without believing in anything, the measure of his stock

of merit is not easy to learn.

4-4
* What do you think, O Subhiti, is it easy to lea.m the mea-
sure of space in the eastern quarter?’

4-5 |
Subhuti said: * Not indeed, O Bhagavat.’
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4-6

Bhagavat said: ° In like manner, is it easy to learn the mea
sure of space in the southern, western, northern quarters,
below and above ( nadir and zenith) , in quarters and sub-

quarters, in the ten quarters all round?

4-7
‘Subhiti said: ‘ Not indeed, O Bhagavat.’

4-8
Bhagavat said: ‘ In the same manner, O Subhuti, the measure
of the stock of merit of a Bodhisattva, who gives a gift with-

out believing in anything, is not easy to learn.

4-9

And thus indeed, O Subhuti, should one who has entered on
the path of Bodhisattvas give a gift, that he should not be-
lieve even in the idea of cause.’
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5-1 ,
‘ Now, what do you think, O Subhuti, should a Tathagata be

seen (known) by the possession of signs?’

5-2

Subhuti said: ¢ Not indeed, O Bhagavat, a Tathagata is not
to be seen (known) by the possession of signs. And why?
Because what has been preached by the Tathagata as the

possession of signs, that is indeed the possession of no-signs.’

5-3

After this, Bhagavat spoke thus to the venerable Subhuti: °
Wherever there is, O Subhiti, the possession of signs, there
is falsehood; wherever there is no possession of signs, there
is no falsehood. Hence the Tathagata is to be seen (known)
from no-signs as signs. '
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6-1

After this, the venerable Subhiuti spoke thus to the Bhagavat:
‘Forsooth, O Bhagavat, will there be any beings in the future,
in the last time, in the last moment, in the last 500 years,
during the time of the decay of the good Law, who, when
these very words of the Sutras are being preached, will frame
a true idea?’

6-2

‘Thbe Bhagavat said: ‘Do not speak thus, Subhuti. Yes, there
will be some beings in the future, in the last time, in the last
moment, in the last 500 years, during the decay of the good
Law, who will frame a true idea when these very words are

being preached.

6-3

¢ And again, O Subhuti, there will be noble—minded Bodhi-
sattvas, in the future, in the last time, in the last moment, in
the last 500 years, during the decay of the good Law, there
will be strong and good and wise beings, who, when these
very words of the Sutras are being preached, will

frame a true idea.
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6-4

But those noble-minded Bodhisattvas, O Subhati, will not
have served one Buddha only, and the stock of their merit _
will not have been accumulated under one Buddha ohly; on
the contrary, O Subhﬁti, those noble-minded Bohisattvas will
have served many hundred thousands of Buddhas, and the
stock of their merit will have been accumulated under many
hundred thousands of Buddhas; and they, when these very
words of the Sutras are being pfeached, will obtain one and
the same faith.

6-5

They are known, O Subhuti, by the Tathagata through his
Buddha-knowledge; they are seen, O Subhiti, by the Tatha-
gata through his Buddha-eye; they are understood,

6-6 .
O Subhuti, by the Tathagata. All these, O Subhuti, will pro-
duce and will hold fast an immeasurable and innumerable
stock of merit.

6-7.

And why? Because, O Subhiti, there does not exist in those
noble-minded Bodhisattvas the idea of self, there does not
exist the idea of a being, the idea of a living being, the idea
of a person.

6-8

Nor does there exist, O Subhiti, for these noble-minded
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Bodhisattvas the idea of quality (dharma), nor of no-quality.
Neither does there exist, O Subhuti, any idea (samgfia) or no-

idea.

6-9

And why? Because, O Subhiti, if there existed for these
noble-minded Bodhisattvas the idea of quality, then they
would believe in a self, they would believe in a being, they
would believe in a living being, they would believe in a per-

-son.

6-10

And if there existed for them the idea of no-quality, even
then they would believe in a self, they would believe in a
being, they would believe in a living being, they would be-
lieve in a person. |

6-11 , _
And why? Because, O Subhiti, neither quality nor no-qual-
ity is to be accepted by a noble-minded Bodhisattva.

6-12

Therefore this hidden saying has been preached by the
Tathagata: “ By those who know the teaching of the Law, as
like unto a raft, all qualities indeed must be abandoned; much

22 ¢

more no-qualities.
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7-1

And again Bhagavat spoke thus to the ven’efable Subhuti: ¢
What do you think, O Subhiti, is there anything (dharma)
that was known by the Tathagata under the name of the
highest perfect knowledge, or anything that was taught by the
Tathagata?"

7-2

After these words, the venerable Subhuti spoke thus to
Bhagavat: ¢ As I, O Bhagavat, understand the meaning of the
preaching of the Bhagavat, there is nothing that was known
by the Tathagata under the name of the highest perfect
knowledge, nor is there anything that is taught by the
Tathagata. ‘ '

7-3
And why? Because that thing which was known or taught by
the Tathagata is incomprehensible and inexpressible. It is nei-

ther a thing nor ho—thing. :

7-4

And why? Because the holy persons are of imperfect power.’
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8-1

Bhagavat said: * What do you think, O Subhuti, if a son or
daughter of a good family filled this sphere of a million mil-
lions of worlds with the seven gems or treasures, and gave
it as a gift to the holy and enlightened Tathagata, would that
son or daughter of good family on the strength of this pro-
duce a large stock of merit ? °

8-2
Subhiati said: ¢ Yes, O Bhagavat, yes, O Sugata, that son or
daughter of a good family would on the strength of this pro-

duce a large stock of merit.

8-3 ,

And why? Because, O Bhagavat, what was preached by the
Tathagata as the stock of merit, that was preached by the
Tathagata as no-stock of merit. Therefore the Tathagata

- preaches: “A stock of merit, a stock of merit indeed!” °

8-4.

Bhagavat said: ‘And if, O Subhuti, the son or daughter of a
good family should fill this sphere of a million millions of
worlds with the seven treasures and should give it as a gift
to the holy and enlightened Tathagatas, and if another after
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taking from this treatise of the Law one Gatha of four lines
only should fully teach others and explain it, he indeed would
on the strength of this produce a larger stock of merit im-
measurable and innumerable.

8-5

And why ? Because, O Subhiti, thehighest perfect knowledge
of the holy and enlightened Tathagatas is produced from it;
the blessed Buddhas are produced from it.

8-6

And why ? Because, O Subhuti, when the Tathagata pre-
ached: *“ The qualities of Buddha, the qualities of Buddha
indeed! * they were preached by him as no-qualities of Bud-
dha. Therefore they are called the qualities of Buddha.’
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9-1

Bhagavat said: ‘Now, what do you think, O Subhiti, does a
Srota-apanna think in this wise: The fruit of Srota-apatti has
been obtained by me? ’ -

- 9-2

Subhati said: ¢ Not indeed, O Bhagavat, a Srota-apanna does
not think in this wise: The fruit of Srota-apatti has been
obtained by me. And why? Because, O Bhagavat, he has not
obtained any particular state (dharma). Therefore he is called
a Srota-apanna. He has not obtained any form, nor sounds,
nor smells, nor tastes, nor things that can be touched. There-

fore he is called a Srota—e‘ipanna.

9-3

If, O Bhagavat, a Srota-apanna were to think in this wise:
The fruit of Srota-apatti has been obtained by me, he would
believe in a self, he would believe in a being, he would be-
lieve in a living being, he would believe in a person.’

9-4 |

Bhagavat said: ¢ What do you think, O Subhiti, does a
Sakrdagamin think in this wise: The fruit of a Sakrdagamin
has been obtained by me ? °’ '



438 SBIE - EEESE - 355

9-5

Subhuti said: ¢ Not indeed, O Bhagavat, a Sakrdagamin does
not think in this wise: The fruit of a Sakrdagamin has been
obtained by me. And why? Because he is not an individual
being (dharma),; who has obtained the state of a Sakrid-
agamin. Therefore he is called a Sakrdagamin.’

9-6

Bhagavat said: ¢ What do you think, O Subhiti, does an
Anagamin think in this wise: The fruit of an Anagamin has
been obtained by me?’

9-7

Subhuti said: ‘ Not indeed, O Bhagavat, an Anagamin does
not think in this wise: The fruit of an Anagamin has been
obtained by me. And why? Because he is not an individual
being, who has obtained the state of an Anagamin. Therefore
he is called an Anagamin.’

9-8

Bhagavat said: “What do you think, O Subhuti, does an Arhat

think in this wise: The fruit of an Arhat has been obtained
by me?’

9-9

Subhuti said: ° Not indeed, O Bhagavat, an Arhat does not
think in this wise: The fruit of an Arhat has been obtained
by me. And why? Because he is not an individual being,
who is called an Arhat. Therefore he is called an Arhat.
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9-10

And if, O Bhagavat, an Arhat were to think in this wise: The
state of an Arhat has been obtained by me, he would believe in
a self, he would believe in a being, he would believe in a living

being, he would believe in a person.

9-11
‘And why? I have been pointed out, O Bhagavat, by the holy
and fully enlightened Tathagata, as the foremost of those who

dwell in virtue.

9-12 .

I, O Bhagavat, am an Arhat, freed from passion. And yet, O
Bhagavat, I do not think in this wiSe: I am an Arhat, I am freed
from passion. If, O Bhagavat, I should think in this wise, that
the state of an Arhat has been obtained by me, then the
Tathagata would not have truly prophesied of me, saying:
“Subhuti, the son of a good family, the foremost of those
-dwelling in virtue, does not dwell anywhere, and therefore he is

'”’

called a dweller in virtue, a dweller in virtue indeed
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10-1 _
Bhagavat said: ©* What do you think, O Subhti, is there any-
thing (dharma) which the Tathagata has adopted from the
Tathagata Dipaflkara, the holy and fully enlightened?’

10-2 : ‘

Subhuti said: ° Not indeed, O Bhagavat; there is not anything
which the Tathagata has adopted from the Tathagata D1p—
ankara the holy -and fully enhghtened o

10-3

Bhagavat said: ¢ If, O Subhuti, a Bodhisattva should say : “
I shall create numbers of worlds, “ he would say what is
untrie. And why? Because, O Subhiti, when the Tathagata
preached: ‘ Numbers of worlds, numbers of worlds indeed!”
they were preached by h1m as no-numbers. Therefore they are
called numbers of worlds.

10-4

‘Therefore, O Subhuti, a noble-minded Bodhisattva should in
this wise frame an independent mind, which is to be framed
as a mind not believing in anything, not believing in form,
not believing in sound, smell, taste, and anything that can be
touched.
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10-5

Now, for instance, O Subhiti, a man might have a body and
a large body, so that his size should be as large as the king
‘'of mountains, Sumeru. Do you think then, O Subhuti, that his
selfhood (he himself) would be large? °’ ‘

- 10-6 ‘ S

Subhuti sajd: ’Yes, O Bhagavat, yes, O Sugata, his _se]fhood
would be large. And why?' Because, O Bhagavat, when the
Tathagata preached: “Selfhood, selfhood indeed!” it was
preached by him as no-selfthood. Therefore it is called self-
hood.’
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11-1

Bhag‘avat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, if there were
as many Ganga rivers as there are grains of sand in the large
river Ganga, would the grains of sand be many?’

11-2
Subhuti said: “Those Ganga rivers would indeed be many,

much more the grains of sand in those Ganga rivers.’

11-3

Bhagavat said: ‘I tell you, O Subhiiti, I announce to you, If
a woman or man were to fill with the seven treasures as
many worlds as there would be grains of sand in those
Ganga rivers and present them as a gift to the holy and fully
enlightened Tathagatas — what do you think, O Subhiti,
would that woman or man on the strength of this produce a

large stock of merit?’

11-4
Subhati said: ‘Yes, O Bhagavat, yes, O Sugata, that woman
or man would on the strength of this produce a large stock

of merit, immeasurable and innumerable.’
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11-5

Bhagavat said: ‘And if, O Subhuti, a woman or man having
filled so many worlds with the seven treasures should give
them as a gift to the holy and enlightened Tathagatas, and if
another son or daughter of a good family, after taking from
this treatise of the Law one Gatha of four lines only, should
fully teach others and explain it, he, indeed, would on the

strength of this produce a larger stock of merit, immeasurable
and innumerable.’
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12-1

‘Then again, O Subhuti, that part of the world in which, after
taking from this treatise of the Law one Gatha bf four lines
only, it should be preached or explained, would be like a
Kaitya (holy shrine) for the whole world of gods, men, and
spirits; what should we say then of those who learn the
whole of this treatise of the Law to the end, who repeat it,
understand it, and fully explain it to others? They, O Subhuti,
will be endowed with. the highest wonder.

12-2 .
And in that place, O Subhuti, there dwells the teacher, or one
after another holding the place of the wise preceptor.’
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13-1

After these words, the venerable Subhuti spoke thus to
Bhaga-vat: ‘O Bhagavat, how is this treatise of the Law
called, and how can I learn it?

13-2

After this, Bhagavat spoke thus to the venerable. Subhuti: *
This treatise of the Law, O Subhuti, is called the Pragia-
paramita (Transcendent wisdom), and you should learn it by

that name.

13-3

And why? Because, O Subhuti, what was preached by the
Tathagata as the Pragfia-paramita, that was preached by the
Tathagata as no-Paramita. Therefore it is called the Pragia-

paramita.

13-4
‘Then, what do you think, O Subhuti, is there anything
(dharma) that was preached by the Tathagata?’

13-5 ,
Subhuti said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat, the is not anything
that was preached by the Tathagata. ’
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13-6
Bhagavat said: “What do you think then, O Subhiti- -the dust
of the earth which is found in this sphere of a million

millions of worlds, is that much?’

13-7 _

Subhiiti said: ‘Yes, O Bhagavat, yes, O Sugata, that dust
~ of the earth Would be much. And why? Because, O
Bhagavat, what was preached by the Tathagata as the dust
of the earth, that was pre-ached by the Tathégata' as no-
dust. Therefore it is called the dust of the earth.

13-8

And what was preached by the Tathagata as the sphere of
worlds, that was preached by the Tathagata as no- sphere
Therefore it is called the sphere of worlds.’

13-9

Bhagavat said: “What do you think, O Subhati, is a holy and
fully enlightened Tathagata to be seen (known) by the thirty-
two signs of a hero?’

13-10
Subhuti said: ‘No indeed, O Bhagavat; a holy and fully
enlightened Tathagata is not to be seen (known) by the thirty-

two signs of a hero.

13-11
And why? Because what was preached by the Tathégata as
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the thirty-two signs of a hero, that was preached by the
Tathagata as no-signs. Therefore they are called the thirty-two
signs of a hero.’

13-12

Bhagavat said: ‘If, O Subhuti, a woman or man should day
by day sacrifice his life (selfhood) as many times as there are
grains of sand in the river Ganga, and if he should thus
sacrifice his life for as many kalpas as there are grains of
" sand in the river Ganga, and if another man, after taking
from this treatise of the Law one Gatha of four lines only,
should fully teach others and explain it, he indeed would on
the strength of this produce a larger stock of merit,

immeasurable and innumerable.’
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14-1 ‘

At that time, the venerable Subhiti was moved by the powér
of the Law, shed tears, and having wiped his tears, he thus
spoke to Bhagavat: ' ' ‘ o

14-2

‘It is wonderful, O Bhagavat, it is exceedingly wonderful, O
Sugata, how fully this teaching of the Law has been preached
by the Tathagata for the benefit of those beings who entered
on the foremost path (the path that leads to Nirvana), and
who entered on the best path, from whence, O Bhagavat,

knowledge has been produced in me.

14-3

Never indeed, O Bhagavat, has such a teaching of the Law
been heard by me before. Those Bodhisattvas, O Bhagavat,
will be endowed with the highest wonder, who when this
Sutra is being preached hear it and will frame to themselves
a true idea. |

14-4 ,
And why? Because what is a true idea is not a true idea.
Therefore the Tathagata preaches: “A true idea, a true idea

indeed!”
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14-5
‘It is no wonder to me, O Bhagavat, that I accept and be-
lieve this treatise of the Law, which has been preached.

14-6 )
And those beings also, O Bhagavat, who will exist in the fu-
ture, in the last time, in the last moment, in the last 500
years, during the time of the decay of the good Law, who
will learn this treatise of the Law, O Bhagavat, remember it,
recite it, understand it, and fully explain it to others, they will
indeed be endowed with the highest wonder.

14-7
‘But, O Bhagavat, there will not arise in them any idea of a
self, any idea of a being, of a living being, or a person,.jnor",

does there exist for them any idea or no-idea.

14-8
And why? Because, O Bhagavat, the idea of a self is no-
idea, and the idea of a being, or a living being, or a person

is no-idea.

14-9
And why? Because the blessed Buddhas are freed from all

ideas.’

14-10
After these words, Bhagavat thus spoke to the venerable
Subhdti: ‘So it is, O Subhiti, so it is. Those beings, O



450 £BIE - EE - HE

Subhiti, who when this Sitra was being recited here will not
be disturbed or frightened or become alarmed, will be
endowed with the highest wonder. And why? Because, O
Subhuti, this was preached by the Tathagata, as the Parama
paramita, which is no-Paramiti. And, O Subhuti, what the
Tathagata preaches as the Paramaparamita, that was preached
also by immeasurable blessed Buddhas. Therefore it is called
the Paramapéraxnité;

14-11

‘And, O Subhuti, the Paramitad or the highest perfection of
endurance (kshanti) belonging to a Tathagata, that also is no-
Paramita.

14-12

And why? Because, O Subhiiti, at the time when the king of
Kalinga cut my flesh from every limb, I had no idea of a
self, of a being, of a living being, or of a person; I had

neither an idea nor no-idea.

14-13

And why? Because, O Subhuti, if I at that time had had an
idea of a self, I should also have had an idea of
malevolence. If T had had an idea of a being, or of a living
being, or of a person, I should also have had an idea of

malevolence.

14-14
And why? Because, O Subhuti, I remember the past 500
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births, when I was the Rishi Kshantivadin (preacher of
endurance). At that time also, I had no idea of a self, of a
being, of a living being, of a person. Therefore then, O
Subhuti, a noble-minded Bodhisattva, after putting aside all
ideas, should raise his mind to the highest perfect knowledge.
He should frame his mind so as not to believe (depend) in
form, sound, smell, taste, or anything that can be touched, in
something (dharma), in nothing or anything..

14-15

And why? Because what is believed is not believed (not to
‘be depended on). Therefore the Tathagata preaches: “A gift
should not be given by a Bodhisattva who believes in any-
thing, it should not be given by one who believes in form,

sound, smell, taste, or anything that can be touched.”

14-16

‘And again, O Subhuti, a Bodhisattva should in such wise
give his gift for the benefit of all beings. And why? Because,
O Subhuti, the idea of a being is no-idea. And those who are
thus spoken of by the Tathagata as all beings are indeed no-

beings.

14-17

“And why? Because, O Subhiti, a Tathagata says what is real,
says what is true, says the things as they are; a Tathagata
does not speak untruth.
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14-18

‘But again, O Subhuti, whatever doctrine has been perceived,
taught, and meditated on by a Tathagata, in it there is nei-
ther truth nor falsehood.

14-19

And as a man who has entered the darkness would not see
anything, thus a Bodhisattva is to be considered who is
immersed in objects, and who being immersed in objects
gives a gift. But as a man who has eyes would, when the
night becomes light, and the sun has risen, see many things,
thus a Bodhisattva is to be considered who is not immersed
in objects, and who not being immersed in objects gives a
gift.

14-20

‘And again, O Subhuti, if any sons or daughters of good
families will learn this treatise of the Law, will remember,
recite, and understand it, and fully explain it to others, they,
O Subhati, are known by the Tathagata through his Buddha-
knowledge, they are seen, O Subhuti, by the Tathagata
through his Buddha-eye. All these beings, O Subhati, will
produce and hold fast an immeasurable and innumerable stock

of merit.’
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15-1

‘And if, O Subhuti, a woman or man sacrificed in the morn-
ing as many lives as there are grains of sand in the river
Ganga and did the same at noon and the same in the-:
evening, and if in this way they sacrificed their live for a
hundred thousands of niyutas of kotis of ages, and if another,
after hearing this treatise of the Law, should not oppose it,
then the latter would on the strength of this produce a larger
stock of merit, immeasurable and innumerable. What should
we say then of him who after having written it, learns it,

remembers it, understands it, and fully explains it to others?

15-2

‘And again, O Subhiti, this treatise of the Law is incom-
prehensible and incomparable. And this treatise of the Law
has been preached by the Tathagata for the benefit of those
beings who entered on the foremost path (the path that leads
to Nirvana), and who entered on the best path. And those
who will learn this treatise of the LLaw, who will remember
it, recite it, understand it, and fully explain it to others, they
are known, O Subhiti, by the Tathagata through his Buddha-
knowledge, they are seen, O Subhuti, by the Tathagata
through his Buddha-eye. All these beings, O Subhiti, will be

endowed with an immcasurable stock of merit, they will be
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endowed with an incomprehensible, incomparable, immeasur-

able and unmeasured stock of merit.

15-3 _

All these beings, O Subhiti, will equally remember the Bodhi
(the highest Buddha-knowledge), will recite it, and understand
it. And why? Because it is not possible, O Subhauti, that this
treatise of the Law should be heard by beings of little faith,
"by those who believe in self, in beings, in living beings, and
in persons. It is impossible that this treatise of the Law
should be heard by beings who have not acquired the knowl-
edge of Bodhisattvas, or that it should be learned, remem-
bered, recited, and understood by them. The thing is impos-
sible.

15-4

‘And again, O Subhuti, that part of the world in which this
Sutra will be propounded, will have to be honoured by the
whole world of gods, men, and evil spirits, will have to be

worshipped, and will become like a Kaitya (a holy sepul-
“chre).’ '
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16-1

‘And, O Subhuti, sons or daughtersv of a good family who
will learn these very Sitras, who will remember them, recite
them, understand them, thoroughly take them to heart, and
fully explain them to others, they will be overcome , they

will be greatly overcome.

16-2

And why? Because, O Subhiti, whatever evil deeds these be-
ings have done in a former birth, deeds that must lead to
suffering, those deeds these beings, owing to their being over-
come, after they have seen the Law, will destroy, and they
will obtain the knowledge of Buddha.

16-3

‘I remember, O Subhiti, in the past, before innumerable and
more than innumerable kalpas, there were eighty-four hundred
thousands of niyutas of kotis of Buddhas following after the
venerable and fully enlightened Tathagata Dipankara, who
were pleased by me, and after being pleased were not dis-

pleased.

16-4
And if, O Subhuti, these blessed Buddhas were pleased by
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me, and after being pleased were not displeased, and if on
the other hand people at the last time, at the last moment, in
the last 500 years, during the time of the decay of the good
Law, will learn these very Sutras, remember them, recite
them, understand them, and fully explain them to others, then,
O Subhiti, in comparison with their stock of merit that:
former stock of merit will not come to one hundredth part,
nay, not to one thousandth part, not to a hundred thousandth
part, not to a ten millionth part, not to a hundred millionth
part, not to a hundred thousand ten millionth part, not to a
hundred thousands of niyutas ten millionth part. It will not
bear number, nor fraction, nor counting, nor comparison, nor
approach, nor analogy. ‘

t

16-5 i
‘And if, O Subhuti, I were to tell you the stock of merit of
those sons or daughters of good families, and how large a
stock of merit those sons or daughters of good families will
produce, and hold fast at that time, people would become
distracted and their thoughts would become bewildered.

16-6 :
And again, O Subhuti, as this treatise of the Law preached
by the Tathagata is incomprehensible and incomparable, its

rewards also must be expected (to be) incomprehensible.’
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17-1

At that time the venerable Subhiti thus spoke to the
Bhagavat: ‘How should a person, after having entered on the
path of the Bodhisattvas, behave, how should he advance, and
‘how should he restrain his thoughts?’

17-2 _
Bhagavat said: ‘He who has entered on the path of the
-Bodhisattvas should thus frame his thought: All beings must
be delivered by me in the perfect world of Nirvana;

17-3 |
and yet after I have thus delivered these beings, no being has
been delivered.

17-4 : _
And .why? Because, O Subhuti, if a Bodhisattva had any idea
of beings, he could not be called a Bodhisattva, and so on
from the idea of a living being to the idea of a person; if he
had any such idea, he could not be called a Bodhisattva.

17-5
And why? Because, O Subhuti, there is no such thing
(dharma) as one who has entered on the path of the
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17-6

‘What do you think, O Subhuti, is there anything which the
Tathagata has adopted from the Tathagata Dipankara with re-
gard to the highest perfect knowledge?

17-7

After this, the venerable Subhuti spoke thus to the Bhagavat:
‘As far as I, O Bhagavat, understand the meaning of the
preaching of the Bhagavat, there is nothing which has been
adopted by the Tathagata from the holy and fully enlightened
Tathagata Dipankara with regard to the highest perfect knowl-
edge.’

17-8

After this, Bhagavat thus spoke to the venerable Subhiiti: ‘So
it is, Subhuti, so it is. There is not, O Subhuti, anything
which has been adopted by the Tathagata from the holy and
fully enlightened Tathagata D1pankara w1th regard to the high-
est perfect knowledge. '

17-9 : ,

And if, O Subhuti, anything had been adopted by the
Tathagata, the Tathagata Dipankara would not have proph-
esied of me, saying: “Thou, O boy, wilt be in the future the
holy and fully enlightened Tathagata called Sakyamuni.”
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17-10

‘Because then, O Subhuti, there is nothing that has been
adopted by the holy and fully enlightened Tathagata with
regard to the highest perfect knowledge, therefore I was
prophesied by the Tathagata Dipankara, séying: “Thou, boy,
wilt be in the future the holy and fully enlightened Tathagata
called Sakyamuni.”

17-11
‘And why, O Subhiiti, the name of Tathagata? It expresses
true suchness. And why Tathagata, O Subhuti? It expresses
that he has no origin. And why Tathagata, O Subhuti? It
expresses the destruction of all qualities. And why Tathagata,
O Subhati? It expresses one who had no origin whatever.
And why this? Because, O Subhiiti, no-origin is the highest
goal.

17-12 .

‘And whosoever, O Subhiti, should say that, by the holy and
fully enlightened Tathagata, the highest perfect knowledge has
been known, he would speak an untruth, and would slander
me, O Subhati, with some untruth that he has learned.

17-13

And why? Because there is no such thing, O Subhuti, as has
been known by the Tathagata with regard to the highest per-
fect knowledge.
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17-14 _

And in that, O Subhati, which has been known and taught by
the Tathagata, there is neither truth nor falsehood. Therefore
the Tathagata preaches: “All things are Buddha-things.”

17-15

And why? Because what was preached by the Tathagata, O
Subhati, as all things, that was preached as no-things; and
therefore all things are called Buddha-things.

17-16
‘Now, O Subhuti, a man might have a body and a large
body.’

17-17

The venerable Subhuti said: ‘That man who was spoken of
by the Tathagata as a man with a body, with a large body,
he, O Bhagavat, was spoken of by the Tathagata as without
a body, and therefore he is called a man with a body and
with a large body.’

17-18

Bhagavat said: ‘So it is, O Subhuti, and if a Bodhisattva
were to say: “I shall deliver all beings,” he ought not to be
called a Bodhisattva. And why? Is there anythihg, O Subhiti,
that is called a Bodhisattva?’

17-19
Subhuti said: ‘Not indeed, Bhagavat, there is nothing which
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is called a Bodhisattva.’

17-20

Bhagavat said: ‘Those who were spoken of as beings, beings
indeed, O Subhuti, they were spoken of as no-beings by the
Tatha-gata, and therefore they are called beings. Therefore the
Tathag-ata says: “All beings are without self all beings are
without life, without manhood, without a personality.”

17-21

‘If, O Subhuti, a Bodhisattva were to say: “I shall create
numbers of worlds,” he would say what is untrue. And why?
Because, what were spoken of as numbers of worlds, num-
bers of worlds indeed, O Subhuti, these were spoken of as
no-numbers by the Tathagata, and therefore they are called
numbers of worlds.

17-22 .

‘A Bodhisattva, O Subhuti, who believes that all things are
without self, that all things are without self, he has faith, he A
is called a noble-minded Bodhisattva by the holy and fully
enlightened Tathagata.’
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18-1
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, has the
Tathagata the bodily eye?’

18-2
Subhuti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, the Tathagata has the
bodily eye.’ '

18-3
Bhagavat said: ‘“What do you think, O Subhuti, has the
Tathagata the heavenly eye?’

18-4 .
Subhiti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, the Tathagata has he

heavenly eye.’

18-5 T
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, has the
Tathagata the eye of knowledge?”

18-6 :
Subhiti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, the Tathagata has the eye
of knowledge.’
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18-7
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, has the
Tathagata the eye of the Law?

18-8 :
Subhuti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, the Tathagata has the eye
of the Law.’ '

18-9 .
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhﬁti, has the
Tathagata the eye of Buddha? ‘

18-10 _
Subhati said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, the Tathagata has the eye
of Buddha.’

18-11

Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, as many
grains of sand as there are in the great river Ganga—were
they preached by the Tathagata as grains of sand?’

18-12
Subhiti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, so it is, O Sugata, they

were preached as grains of sand by the Tathagata.’

18-13
Bhagavat said: “What do you think, O Subhuti, if there were
as many Ganga rivers as there are grains of sand in the great

river Ganga; and, if there were as many worlds as there are
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grains of sand in these, would these worlds be many?’

18-14
Subhuti said: ‘So it is, O Bhagavat, so it is, O Sugata, these
worlds would be many.’

18-15
Bhagavat said: ‘As many beings as there are in all those
worlds, I know the manifold trains of thought of them all.

18-16

And why? Because what was preached as the train of
thoughts, the train of thoughts indeed, O Subhaiti, that was
preached by.the Tathagata as no-train of thoughts, and there-
fore it is called the train of thoughts.

18-17

And why? Because, O Subhati, a past thought is not per-
ceived, a future thought is not perceived, and the present
thought is not perceived.’
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19-1

‘What do you think, O Subhiti, if a son or a daughter of a
good family should fill this sphere of a million millions of
worlds with the seven treasures, and give it as a gift to holy
and fully enlightened Buddhas, would that son or daughter of
a good family produce on the strength of this a large stock
of merit?’ o

19-2
Subhuti said: ‘Yes, a large one.’

19-3
Bhagavat said: ‘So it is, Subhuti, so it is; that son or daugh-
ter of a good family would produce on the strength of this

a large stock of merit, immeasurable and innumerable.

19-4

And why? Because what was preached as a stock of merit,
a stock of merit indeed, O Subhdti, that was preached ‘as no-
stock of merit by the Tathagata, and therefore it is called a
stock of merit. |

19-5
If, O Subhuti, there existed a stock of merit, the Tathagata



466  SEIE - HEBE - 2B

would not have preaéhed: “A stock of merit, a stock of merit
indeed!”’
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20-1
‘What do you think then, O Subhiiti, is a Tathagata to be
seen (known) by the shape of his visible body?’

20-2 , 7 ,
Subhuti said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat,— a Tathagata is not to
be seen (known) by the shape of his visible body.

20-3 _

And why? Because, what was preached, O Bhagavat, as the
shape of the visible body, the shape of the visible body in-
deed, that was preached by the Tathagata as no-shape of the
visible body, and therefore it is called the shape of the vis-
ible body.’ | =

20-4
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhati, should a
Tathagata be seen (known) by the possession of signs?’

20-5
Subhiti said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat, a Tathagata is not to
be seen (known) by the possession of signs.
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20-6

And why? Because, what was preached by the Tathagata as
the possession of signs, that was preached as no-possession of
signs by the Tathagata, and therefore it is called the posses-
sion of signs.’
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21-1
Bhagavat said: ‘What do you think, O Subhuti, does the
Tathagata think in this wise: The Law has been taught by
me?’

21-2
Subhiati said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat, does the Tathagata
think in this wise: The Law has been taught by me.’

21-3

" Bhagavat said: ‘If a man should say that the Law has been
taught by the Tathagata, he would say what is not true; he
would slander me with untruth which he has learned.

21-4

 And ‘why? Because, O Subhiti, it is said the teaching of the
Law, the teaching of the Law indeed. O Subhuti, there is
nothing that can be perceived by the name of the teaching of
“the Law.’

21-5

After this, the venerable Subhuti spoke thus to the Bhagavat:
‘Forsooth, O Bhagavat, will there be any beings in the future,
in the last time, in the last moment, in the last 500 years,
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during the time of the.decay of the good Law, who, when
they have heard these very Laws, will believe?’

21-6 _
Bhagavat said: ‘These, O Subhauti, are neither beings nor no-
beings.

21-7 _

And why? Because, O Subhiti, those who were preached as
beings, beings indeed, they were preached as no-beings by
the Tathagata, and therefore they are called beings.’
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22-1 _

‘What do you think then, O Subhuti, is there anything which
has been known by the Tathagata in the form of the highest
perfect knowledge?’

22-2

The venerable Subhiuti said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat, there
is nothing, O Bhagavat, that has been known by the
Tathagata in the form of the highest perfect knowledge.’

22-3

Bhagavat said: ‘So it is, Subhuati, so it is. Even the smallest
thing is not known or perceived there, therefore it is called
the highest perfect knowledge.’ '
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23-1
‘Also, Subhuti, all is the same there, there is no difference
there, and therefore it is called the hightest perfect knowledge.

23-2

Free from self, free from being, free from life, free from
personality, that hightest perfect knowledge is always the
same, and thus known with all good things.

23-3

And why? Because, what were preached as good things, good
things indeed, O Subhuti, they were preached as no-things by
the Tathagata, and therefore they are called good things.’
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24-1

‘And if, O Subhuti, a woman or man, putting together as
many heaps. of the seven treasures as there are Sumerus,
kings of moun-tains, in the sphere of a million millions of
worlds, should give them as a gift to holy and fully
enlightened Tathagatas; and, if a son or a daughter of a good
family, after taking from this treatise of the Law, this
Pragfiaparamita, one Gatha of four lines only, should teach it
to others, then, O Subhuti, compared with his stock of merit,
the former stock of merit would not come to the one
hundredth part,” &c., till ‘it will not bear an approach.’
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25-1
‘What do you think then, O Subhuti, does a Tathagata think
in this wise: Beings have been delivered by me?

—

252 -
You should not think So, O Subhati. And why? Because
there is no being, O Subhuti, that has been delivered by the

Tathagata.

25-3

And, if there were a being, O Subhiuti, that has been
delivered by the Tathagata, then the Tathagata would believe
in self, believe in a being, believe in a living being, and
believe in a person.‘

25-4

And what is called a belief in self, O Subhuti, that is
preached as no-belief by the Tathagata. And this is learned
by children and ignorant persons;

25-5
and they who were preached as children and ignorant

persons, O Subhuti, were preached as no-persons by the
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Tathagata, and therefore they are called children and ignorant

persons.’



476 ERRE - EER - 8

EHRIEFB S B 55

26-1
‘What do you think then, O Subhuti, is the Tathagata to be
seen (known) by the possession of signs?’

26-2

Subhuti said: ‘Not indeed, O Bhagavat. So far as I know the
meaning of the preaching of the Bhagavat, the Tathagata is
not to be seen (known) by the possession of signs.’

26-3

Bhagavat said: ‘Good, good, Subhti, so it is, Subhuati; so it
is, as you say; a Tathagata is not to be seen (known) by the
possession of signs,

26-4

And Why? Beause, O Subhati, if the 'Tathégata were to be
seen (known) by the possession of signs, a wheel-turning king
also would be a Tathagata; therefore a Tathégata is not to be

seen (known) by the possession of signs.’

26-5

The venerable Subhuti spoke thus to the Bhagavat: ‘As I un-
derstand the meaning of the preaching of the Bhagavat, a
Tathagata is not to be seen (known) by the possession of signs.’
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26-6
Then the Bhagavat at that moment preached these two
Gathas:

They who say me by form,
and they who heard me by sound.
They engaged in false endeavours,

will not see me.

A Buddha is to be seen (known) from the Law;
Jor the Lords (Buddhas) have the Law-body;
And the nature of zthe Law cannot be understood,

nor can it be made to be understood.
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27-1

‘What do you think then, O Subhuti, has the highest perfect
knowledge been known by the Tathagata through the posses-
sion of signs?

27-2 _

You should not think so, O Subhiti. And why? Because, O
Subhuti, the highest perfect knowledge would not be known
by the Tathagata through the possession of signs.

27-3

Nor should anybody, O Subhuti, say to you that the
destruction or annihilation of any thing is proclaimed by those
who have entered on the path of the Bodhisattvas.’

27-4
(#k)
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28-1

‘And if, O Subhiiti, a son or a daughter of a good family
were to fill worlds equal to the number of grains of sand of
the river Ganga with the seven treasures, and give them as
a gift to holy and fully enlightened Tathagatas; and if a
Bodhisattva acquired endurance in selfless and uncreated
things, then the latter ‘will on the strength of this produce a
larger stock of merit, immeasurable and innumerable.

‘But, O Subhiti, a stock of merit should not be appropriated
by a noble-minded Bodhisattva.’ :

28-2
The venerable Subhuti said: ‘Should a stock of merit, O
Bhagavat, not be appropriated by a Bodhisattva?’

28-3

Bhagavat said: ‘It should be appropriated, O Subhati; it
should not be appropriated; and therefore it is said: It should
be appropriated.’
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29-1 _

‘And again, O Subhati, if anybody were to say that the
Tathagata goes, or comes, or stands, or sits, or lies down, he,
O Subhuti, does not understand the meaning of my preaching.

29-2

And why? Because the word Tathagata means one who does
not go to anywhere, and does not come from anywhere; and
therefore he is called the Tathagata (truly come), holy and
fully enlightened.’
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30-1

‘And again, O Subhuti, if a son or a daughter of a good
family were to take as many worlds as there are grains of
earth-dust in this sphere of a million millions of worlds, and
reduce them to such fine dust as can be made with immea-
surable strength, like what is called a mass of the smallest
atoms, do you think, O Subhiti, would that be a mass of

many atoms?’

30-2 .

Subhuti said: “Yes, Bhagavat, yes, Sugata, that would be a
mass of many atoms. And why? Because, O Bhagavat, if it
were a mass of many atoms, Bhagavat would not call it a-

mass of many atoms. -

30-3

And why? Because, what was preached as a mass of many
atoms by the Tathagata, that was preached as no-mass of at-
oms by the Tathagata; and therefore it is called a mass of
many atoms.

30-4
And what was preached by the Tathagata as the sphere of a
million millions of worlds, that was preached by the
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Tathagata as no-sphere of worlds; and therefore it is called
the sphere of a million millions of worlds.

30-5

And why? Because, O Bhagavat, if there were a sphere of
worlds, there would exist a belief in matter; and what was
preached as a belief in matter by the Tathagata, that was
preached as no-belief by the Tathagata; and therefore it is
called a belief in matter.” '

-30-6

Bhagavat said: ‘And a belief in matter itself, O Subhuti, is
unmentionable and inexpressible; it is neither a thing nor no-
thing, and this is known by children and ignorant persons.’
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31-1

‘And why? Because, O Subhiiti, if a man were to say that
belief in self, belief in a being, belief in life, belief in
personality had been preached by the Tathagata, would he be
speaking truly?’

31-2

Subhuti said: ‘Not indeed, Bhagavat, not indeed, Sugata; he
would not be speaking truly. And why? Because, O
Bhagavat, what was preached by the Tathigafa as a belief in
self, that was preached by the Tathagata as no-belief;
therefore it is called belief in self.’

31-3

Bhagavat said: ‘Thus then, O Subhuti, are all things to be
perceived, to be looked upon, and to be believed by one who
‘has entered on the path of the Bodhisattvas.

31-4

And in this wise are they to be perceived, to be looked upon,
and to be believed, that a man should believe neither in the
idea of a thing nor in i:he idea of a no-thing. And why?
Because, by saying: The idea of a thing, the idea of a thing
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indeed, it has been preached by the Tathagata as no-idea of
a thing.’
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32-1 v

‘And,‘ O Subhati, if a noble-minded Bodhisattva were to fill
immeasurable and innumerable spheres of worlds with the
seven treasures, and give them as a gift to holy and fully
enlightened Tathagatas; and if a son or a daughter of a good
family, after taking from this treatise of the Law, this Pragia-
paramita, one Gatha of four lines only, should learn it, repeat
it, understand it, and fully explain it to others, then the lat-
ter would on the strength of this produce a larger stock of

merit, immeasurable and innumerable.

32-2
And how should he explain it? As in the sky:

Stars, darkness,

a lamp,a phantom, dew, a bubble.

A dream, a flash of lightning, and a cloud—

thus we should look upon the world (all that was made).

Thus he should explain; therefore it is said: He should

explain.’

32-3
-Thus spoke the Bhagavat enraptured. The elder Subhati, and
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the friars, nuns, the faithful laymen and women, and the
Bodhisattvas also, and the whole world of gods, men, evil
spirits and fairies, praised the preaching of the Bhagavat.

32-4
Thus is finished the Diamond-cutter, the blessed Pragifia-
paramita.



Vajracchedika Prajfiaparamita.

ﬁ-ll'lﬂl

Edward Conze

1957






Conze 2 489

Homage to the Perfection of Wisdom, the Lovely, the Holy!

1-1

Thus have heard at one time. The Lord dwelt. at Sr‘a‘wasti, in
the Jeta Grove, in the garden of Anathapindada, together with
a large gathering of monks, consisting of 1.250 monks, and
with many Bodhisattvas, great beings.

1-2

The Lord dressed himself early in the morning, put on his
cloak and took his bowl. and entered the great city of
Sravasti to collect alms.

1-3

Having gone to the great city of Sravasti to collect alms, hav-
ing eaten and returned from his round, the Lord then put
away his bowl and cloak, washed his feet, and sat down on
the seat arranged for him, crossing his legs, holding his body
upright, and intent on fixing his mindfulness.

1-4
-Then many monks approached to where the Lord was, saluted
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his feet with their heads, thrice walked round him to the right,

and sat down on one side.
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2-1 . ‘
At that time the Venerable Subhuti came to that assembly
and sat down. ‘

2-2

Then the Venerable Subhuti rose from his seat, put his up-
per robe over one shoulder, placed his right knee on the
ground, bent forth his folded hands towards the Lord, and
said to the Lord:

2-3

"It is wonderful, O Lord, it is exceedingly wonderful, O
Well-Gone, how much the Bodhisattvas, the great beings have
been helped with the greatest help by the Tathagata,  the
Arhat, the Fully En]ightened One. -

2-4 :
It is wonderful, O Lord, how much the Bodhisattvas, the

great beings, have been favoured with the highest favour by
the Tathagata, the Arhat, the Fully Enlightened One.

2-5
How then, O Lord, should a son or daughter of good fam-
ily, who have set out in the Bodhisattva-vehicle, stand, how
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progress, how exert their thought?"

2-6

After these words the Lord said to the Venerable Subhuti:
"Well said, well said, Subhuti. So it is, Subhuti, so it is, as
you say. Helped are, Subhuti; the Bodhisattvas, the great be-
ings- with the greatest help by the Tathagata, favoured are the
Bodhisattvas, the great beings with the highest favour by the
Tathagata.

2-7

Therefore, Subhuti, listen well, and with well-placed attention!
I will teach you-how someone who has set out in the
Bodhisattva-vehicle should stand, how progress, how exert his
thought".

2-8 - . - o
"So be it, O Lord", the Venerable Subhuti replied to the
Lord. '
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3-1

The Lord: Here, Subhuti, someone who has set out in the
vehicle of a Bodhisattva should produce a thought in this
manner: 'As many beings as there are in the universe of be-
ings, comprehended under the term 'beings', —-— either egg-
born, or born from a womb, or moisture-born, or miraculously
born; with or without form; with perception, without percep-
tion, or with neither perception nor no-perception,—— as far
as any conceivable universe of beings is conceived: all these
should by me be led to Nirvana, into that Realm of Nirvana
which leaves nothing behind.

3-2
And yet, although innumerable beings have thus been led to

Nirvana, no being at all has been led to Nirvana'.

3-3
And why? If in a Bodhisattva the perception of a 'being'
should take place, he could not be called a 'Bodhi-being'.

3-4

And why? He is not to be called a Bodhi-being, in whom
the perception of a self or a being would take place, or the
perception of a living soul or a person.



494 SRIFE - FEFD - ER

T HAE S B e

4-1

And again, Subhuti, not by a Bodhisattva who is supported
by athing should a gift be given, nor by one who is sup-
ported anywhere should a gift be given. Not by one who is
supported by form should a gift be given, nor by one who is
supported by sounds,smells, tastes, touchables, or mind-ob-
jects.

4-2
For thus, Subhuti, should the Bodhi-being, the great being
give agift as one who is not supported by the perception of

a sign.

4-3 :
And why? That Bodhi-being, who unsupported gives a gift,
his heap of merit, Subhuti, is not easy to measure.

4-4
What do you think, Subhuti, is it easy to measure the extent
of space in the East? '

4-5 |
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord.
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4-6

The Lord: In like manner, is it easy to measure the extent of
space in the South, West or North, downwards, upwards, in
the intermediate directions, in all the ten directions all round?

4-7
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord.

4-8
The Lord: Even so, that Bodhi-being who unsupported gives
a gift, his heap of merit, Subhuti, is not easy to measure.

4-9
It is thus, Subhuti, that someone who has set out in the '
Budhisattva-vehicle should give a gift,——— as one who is not

supported by the perception of a sign.
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5-1
What do you think, Subhufi, can the Tathagata be seen by
the possession of his marks?

5-2 :

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, not by the possession of his
marks can the Tathagata be seen. And why? What has been
taught by the Tathagata as the possession of marks, that is
truly a no-possession of no-marks.

5-3

The Lord: Wherever there is possession of marks there is
fraud, wherever there is no-possession of no-marks there is no
fraud. Hence the Tathagata is to be seen from no-marks as

marks.
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6-1 o

Subhuti: Will there be- any beings in the future period, in the
last time, in the last epoch, in the last 500 years, at the time
of the collapse of the good doctrine, who, when these very
words of the Sutra are being taught, will prodUce a true per-
~ception?

6-2

The Lord: Do not speak thus, Subhuti! Yes, there will be in
the future period, in the last time, in the last epoch, in the
last 500 years, at the time of the collapse’ of the good doc-
trine, beings who, when these very words of the Sutra are
being taught, will produce a true perception.

6-3

And again, Subhuti, there will be Bodhisattvas, there will be
great beings, in the future period, in the last time, in the last
epoch, inthe last 500 years, at the time of the collapse of the
good doctrine who are gifted with virtuous qualities, gifted
with good conduct, gifted with wisdom, and who, when these
very words of the Sutra are being taught, will produce a true
perception.
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6-4

Moreover, Subhuti, these Bodhisattvas, these great beings will
not be such as have honoured only one single Buddha, nor
such as have planted their roots of merit under one single |
Buddha only. On the contrary, Subhuti, those Bodhisattvas,
those great beings, who, when these very words of the Sutra
are being taught, will find even one single thought of serene
faith, will be such as have honoured many hundreds of thou-
sands of Buddhas, such as have- planted their roots of merit

under many hundreds of thousands of Buddhas.

6-5

Known they are, Subhuti, by the Tathagata through his Bud-
dha-cognition. seen they are, Subhuti, by the Tathagata with
his Buddha-eye, fully known they are, Subhuti, to the
Tathagata. '

6-6
And they all, Subhuti, will beget and acquire an immeasur-

able and incalculable heap of merit.

6-7

- And why? Because in these Bodhisattvas, these great beings,
Subhuti, the perception of a self does not take place, nor the
perception of a being, nor the perdeption of a soul, nor the

perception of a:person.

6-8
Nor does there take place in these Bodhi-beings, these great
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beings, a perception of a dharma, and likewise no perception
of a no-dharma. Nor Subhuti, does a perception or no—pércep—
tion take place in them.

6-9

And 'why? If, Subhuti, in these Bodhi-beings, these great be-
ings, a perception of a dharma could take place, that would
be with them a seizihg on a self, seizing on a being, seizing
on a soul, seizing on a person.

6-10
And why? Because the Bodhi-being, the great being, should

-not seize upon a dharma or a no-dharma.

6-11
And why? Because the Bodhi-being, the great being, should
not seize upon a dharma or a no-dharma.

6-12

Therefore this saying has been taught by the Tathagata with
a hidden meaning, "By those who know the discourse on
dharma like unto a raft, dharmas should be forsaken, much
more so no-dharmas".



500 SR - EES - XE

BISEATE

7-1 .
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, is there any dharma
which has been fully known by the Tathagata as 'the utmost,
right and perfect enlightenment', or is there any dharma which
has been demonstrated by the Tathagata?

7-2

Subhuti: No, as I understand the Lord's teaching, there is not
any dharma which has been fully known by the Tathagata as
'the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment, and there is no
dharma which has been demonstrated by the Tathagata.

7-3
And why? This dharma which has been fully known or dem-
onstrated by the Tathagata, —— it is not to be seized, it is

not to be talked about, it is neither dharma nor no-dharma.

7-4 .
And why? Because an Absolute exalts the Holy Persons.
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8-1

'The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, if a son or daughter
of good famﬂy had filled this world system of 1,000 million
worlds with the seven treasures, and then gave it as a gift to
the Tathagatas, Arhats, Fully Enlightened Ones, would that
son or daughter of good family on the strength of that beget
a great heap of merit? ' '

8-2

Subhuti: Great, O Lord, great, O Well-Gone, would the heap
of merit be which that son or daughter of good family would
beget on the strength of that.

8-3

And why? What was taught by the Tathagata as 'heap of
merit', as no-heap that has been taught by the Tathagata. There-
fore the Tathagata teaches, 'heap of merit, heap of merit'

8-4

The Lord: And if again, Subhuti, a son or daughter of good
family had filled this world system of 1,000 million worlds
with the seven treasures, and gave it as a gift to the
' Tathagatas, Arhars, Fully Enlightened Ones, and if, on the
other hand, someone else had taken from this discourse on
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dharma but one stanza of four lines, and were to demonstrate
and illuminate it in full detail to others, then the latter would
on the strength of this beget a greater heap of merit, immea-
surable and incalculable.

85 -

And why? Because from it has issued the utmost, right and
perfect enlightenment of the Tathagatas, Arhats, Fully Enlight-
ened Ones, and from it have issued the Buddhas, the Lords.
And why? 'The Buddha's own and special dharmas, the
Buddha's own and special dharmas', Subhuti, just as not the
Buddha's own and special dharmas have they been taught by
the Tathagata. Therefore are they called 'the Buddha's own
~ and special dharmas'.
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9-1
What do you think, Subhuti, does it occur to the Stream-

winner, 'by me has the fruit of a Streamwinner been attained'?

92

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, it does not occur to the
Streamwinner 'by me has the fruit of a Streamwinner been
attained'. And why? Because, O Lord, he has not won any
dharma. Therefore is he called a Streamwinner. No form has
been won, no sounds, smells, tastes, touchables or objects of
mind. Therefore is he called a 'Streamwinner'.

9-3

If, OLord, it would occur to the Streamwinner, 'by me has
the fruit of a Streamwinner been attained’, then that would be
in him a seizing of self, seizing of a being, seizing of a soul,

seizing of a person.

94

The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does it then occur to
the Once-Returner, 'by me has the fruit of a Once-Returner
been attained'? |
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9-5

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord. it does not occur to the Once-
Returner, 'by me has the fruit of a Once-Returner been at-
tained. And why? Because there is not any dharma that has
won Once-Returnership. Therefore is he called a Once-Re-
turner.

9-6
The Lord: What do‘_ yo_l._‘i_-‘ think, Subhuti, does it then occur to
the Never-Returner, 'by me has the fruit of a Never-Returner

been attained'?

9-7

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, it does not occur to the Never-
Returner, 'by me has the fruit of a Never-Returner been at-
tained. And why? Because there is not any dharma that has
won Never-Returnership. Therefore is he called a Never-Re-
turner.

9-8
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does it then occur to
the Arhat, 'by me has Arhatship been attained'?

9-9

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, it does not occur to the Arhat,
'by me Arhatship has been attained'. And why? Because there
is not any dharma which is called 'Arhat’. Therefore is he
called an Arhat.
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9-10 .
If, O Lord, it would occur to an Arhat, by me has Arhat-ship
been attained’, that would be in him a seizing on a self, seiz-

ing on abeing, seizing on a soul, seizing on a person.

9-11 .

And why? I am, O Lord, the one who has been pointed out
by the Tathagata, Arhat, Fully Enlightened One as the fore-
most of those who dwell in Peace.

9-12 _

I am, O Lord, an Arhat free from greed. And yet, O Lord,
it does not occur to me, 'an Arhatam I and free from greed'.
If to me, OLord, it would thus occur, 'by me has Arhatship
been attained’, the Tathagata would not have declared of me,
“the foremost of those who dwell in Peace, Subhuti, son of
good family, dwells not anywhere, therefore is he called 'a
dweller in Peace, a dweller in Peace™.
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10-1 _

The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, is there any dharma
which has been taken up by the Tathagata when he was in
the presence of Dipankara, the Tathagata, the Arhat, the Fully
Enlightened One?

10-2 |

Subhuti: Not so, O Lord, there is not any dharma which has
been taken up by the Tathagata when he was in the presence
of Dipankara, the Tathagata, the Arhat, the Fully Enlightened
One. | ‘ '

30-3

The Lord: If any Bodhisattva would speak thus: T will create
harmonious Buddha-fields', he would speak falsely. And why?
'The harmonies- of - Buddha-fields, the harmonies of Buddha-
fields', Subhuti, as no-harmonies have they been taught by the
Tathagata. Therefore are they called 'harmonious Buddha-
fields'.

10-4 _

Therefore then, Subhuti, the Bodhisattva, the great being,
should thus produce an unsupported thought i.e. he should
produce a thought which is nowhere supported, he should
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produce a thought which is not supported by sounds, smells,

tastes, touchables, or mind-objects.

10-5 ,

Suppose, Subhuti, there were a 'man, endowed with a body,
a huge body, so that his personal existence were of such a
kind as Sumeru, king of mountains. Do you think, Subhuti,
that would be a huge personal existence?

10-6

Subhuti: Yes, huge, O Lord, huge, O Well-Gone, would his
personal existence be. And why so? 'Personal existence, per-
sonal existence', as no-existence that has been taught by the
'Tathagata; for not, O Lord, is that existence or nonexistence.
Therefore is it called 'personal existence'. |
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11-1 -

The Lord: What: do you think, Sudhuti, if there were as
many Ganges rivers as there are grains of sand in the large
river Ganges, would the grains of sand in them be many?

- 11-2

Subhuti: Those Ganges rivers would indeed be many, much

more so the grains of sand in them.

11-3 ‘ _

The Lord: This is what I announce to you, Subhuti, this is
what I make known to you, ——if some woman or man had
filled with the seven treasures as many world systems as
there would be grains of sand in those Ganges rivers, and
would give them as a gift to the Tathagatas, Arhats, Fully
Enlightened Ones, —— What do you think, Subhuti, would
that woman or man on the strength of that beget a great

heap of merit?

11-4 _ v

Subhuti: Great, O Lord, great, O Well-Gone, would be the
heap of merit, immeasurable and incalculable, which a woman
or man would beget on the strength of that.
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11-5

The Lord: And if, Subhuti, on the one side a vs;oman Oor man
had filled so many world systems with the seven treasures,
and given them as a gift to the Tathagatas, Arhats, Fully
Enlightened Ones, —— and if, on the other hand a son or
daughter of good family had taken up from this discourse on
dharma but one stanza of four lines, and were to demonstrate
and illuminate it for others, then the latter indeed would on
~ the strength of that beget a greater heap of merit, immeasur-
able and incalculable. ‘
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12-1

Then again, Subhuti, that spot of earth where one has taken
from this discourse on dharma but one stanza of four lines,
taught it or illuminated it, that spot of earth would be like a
shrine for the whole world with its Gods, men and Asuras.
What then should we say of those who will bear in mind
this discourse on dharma in its entirety, who will recite,
study, and illuminate it in full datail for others? Most won-
derfully blest, Subhuti, will they be. '

12-2
And on that spot of earth, Subhuti, either the Teacher dwells,

or a sage representing him.
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13-1 .
Subhuti: What then, O Lord, is (this) discourse on dharma,

. and how should I bear it in mind?

13-2 ‘
The Lord: 'Wisdom which has gone beyond', Subhuti, is this
discourse on dharma called, and as such should you bear it

in mind.

13-3

And why? Just that which has been taught by the Tathagata
as the wisdom which has gone beyond, just that has been
~ taught by the Tathagata as not g_one beyond. Therefore is it
called 'Wisdom which has gone beyond'.

13-4
What do you think, Subhuti, is there any dharma which has
been taught by the Tathagata?

13-5
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, there is not any dharma which
has been taught by the Tathagata.
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13-6 _
The Lord: What do you think, Subhiti, (when you consider)
the number of particles of dust in this world system of 1,000

million worlds, -- would they be many?

13-7

Subhuti: Many, O Lord, many, O Well-Gone, would the paf—
ticles of dust be. And why? Because, O Lord, what was
taught as particles of dust by the Tathagata, as no-particles
that was taught by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called
'particles of dust'.

13-8

And that which as a world system was taught by the
Tathagata, as a no-system that has been taught by the
Tathagata. Therefore is it called a 'world system'.

13-9 v : ;
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, is the Tathagata,
Arhat, Fully Enlightened One to be seen by means of the 32

marks of the Superman?

- 13-10 , ,
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, the Tathagata, Arhat, Fully En-
lightened One is not to be seen by means of the 32 marks of

the -Superman.

13-11
And why? Because those 32 marks of the Superman which
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were taught by the Tathagata, as no-marks they were taught
by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called the '32 marks of
the Superman'. \

13-12

The Lord: And again, Subhuti, suppose a woman or man
would day by day renounce all they have and all they are,
aé many times as there are grains of sand in the river -
Ganges, and if they should renounce all they have and all
they are for as many aeons as there are grains of sand in the
river Ganges,-- but if someone else would, after taking from
this discourse on dharma but one stanza of four lines, dem-
onstrate and illuminate it to others, then this latter on the
‘strength of that would beget a greater heap of merit, immea-
surable and incalculable.
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14-1 | :
Thereupon the Venerable Subhuti, by the impact of dharma,

was moved to tears. Having shed tears, he thus spoke to the
Lord: |

14-2 : ‘

It is wonderful, O Lord, it is exceedingly wonderful, O Well-
Gone, how well this discourse on dharma has been taught by
the Tahtagata for the weal of those beings who have set out
in the best vehicle, for the weal of those set out in the most
excellent vehicle. Through it cognition has been produced in

me.

14-3

Not by me has such a discourse on dharma ever been heard
before. Most wonderfully blest will be those Bodhisattvas
who, when this Sutra is being taught, on hearing it will pro-

duce a true perception.

14-4
And why? That which is true perception, that is indeed no
true perception. Therefore the Tathagata teaches, 'true percep-

tion, true perception'.



Conze & 515

14-5 |
It is not difficult for me that I should accept and believe this
discourse on dharma when it is being taught.

14-6

But those beings who will be in a future périod, in the last
time, in the last epoch, in the last 500 years, at the time of
the collapse of the good doctrine, and who, O Lbrd, will take
up this discourse on dharma, bear it in mind, recite it, study
it, and illuminate it in full detail for others, these will be
most wonderfully blest.

14-7
In them, however, no perception of a self will take place, no
perception of a being, no perception of a soul, no perception

of a person.

14-8

And why? That, O Lord, which is perception of self, that is
indeed no perception. That which is perception of a being,
perception of a soul, perception of a person, that is indeed no

perception.

14-9
And why? Because the Buddhas, the Lords have left all per-
ceptions behind.

14-10
- The Lord: So it is, Subhuti, so it is. Most wonderfully blest
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will be those beings who, when this Sutra is being taught,
will not tremble, nor be frightened nor terrified. And why?
As the highest (parama) perfection (paramita), Subhuti, has
this been taught by the Tathagata, i.e. as no-perfection. And
what the Tathagata teaches as the highest perfection, that also
the innumerable (aparimana) Blessed Buddhas do teach.
" Therefore is it called the ‘'highest perfection'.

14-11 v
Moreover, Subhuti, that which is the Tathagata's perfection of
patience, that is really no—perfectidn.

14-12

And why? Because, Subhuti, when the king of Kalinga cut
my flesh from every limb, at that time I had no perception of
a self, no perception of abeing, no perception of a soul, no
perception of a person, nor had I any perception or no-per-
ception.

14-13

And why? If, Subhuti, at that time I had had a perception of
self, I would also have had a perception of ill-will at that
time. If I had had a perception of a being, a percepti on of
a soul, a perception of a person, then I would also have had
a perception of ill-will at that time.

14-14 .
And why? By .my superknowlege I know the past, 500 births, |
and how I have been the Rishi "Preacher of Patience'. Then
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also have I had no perception of a self, no perception of a
being, no perception of a soul, no perception of a person.
Therefore then, Subhuti, the Bodhi-being, the great being,
after he has got rid of all perceptions, should produce a
thought of utmost, right and perfect enlightenmént. Unsup-
ported by form should a thought be produced, unsupported< by
sounds, smells, tastes, touchables or mind-objects (\should a
thought be produced, unsupported by dharma should a thought
be produced, unsupported by no-dharma should a thought be
produced, unsupported by anything should a thought be pro-
duced.

14-15

And why? All supports have actually no support. It is there-
fore that the Tathagata teaches: By an unsupported Bodhisattva
should a gift be given, not by one who is supported by
- forms, sounds, smells, tastes, touchables or mind-objects.

14-16 :

And further, Subhuti, for the weal of all beings should a
Bodhisattva renounce a gift in such a way. And why? This
perception of a being, Subhuti, that is just a no-perception.
Those all-beings of whom the Tathagata has spoken, they are

indeed no-beings.

14-17 ‘

And why? Because the Tathagata speaks in accordance with
reality, speaks the truth, speaks of what is, not otherwise. A
Tathagata does not speak falsely.
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14-18

But nevertheless, Subhuti, with regard to that dharma which
the Tathagata has fully known, demonstrated, and meditated
upon, on account of that there is neither truth nor fraud.

14-19

A man who has entered darkness would not see anything.
‘Just so should be viewed a Bodhisattva who has fallen
among things, and who, fallen among things, renounces a
gift. A man with eyes would, when the night becomes light
and the sun has risen, see manifold forms. Just so should be
viewed a Bodhisattva who has not fallen among things, and

who, without having fallen among things, renounces a gift.

14-20

Furthermore, Subhuti, those sons and daughters of good fam-
ily, who will take up this discourse on dharma, will bear it
in mind, will recite it, study it, and illuminate it in full de-
tail for others, they have been known, Subhuti, by the
Tathagata with his Buddha-cognition, they have been seen.
Subhuti, by the Tathagata with his Buddha-eye, they have
been fully known by the Tathagata. All these beings, Subhuti,
will beget and acquire an immeasurable and incalculable heap

of merit.
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15-1

And if again, Subhuti; a woman or man should renounce in
the morning all they have and all they are as many times as
there are grains of sand in the river Ganges, and if at noon
they should renounce all they have and all they are as many
times as there are grains of sand in the river Ganges, and if
in the evening they should renounce .all they have and all
they are as many times as there are grains of sand in the
river Ganges, and if in this way they should renounce all
they have and all they are for many hundreds of thousands
of millions of milliards of aeons—— and if someone else, on
hearing this discourse on dharma, would not reject it, -- then
the latter would on the strength of that beget a greater heap
of merit, immeasurable and incalculable. What then should we
say of him who, after writing it, would learn it, bear it in
‘mind, recite it, study it, and illuminate it in full detail for

others?

15-2

Moreover, Subhuti, unthinkable and incomparable is this dis-
~course on dharma. And this discourse on dharma, Subhuti,
has been taught by the Tathagata for the weal of beings who
have set out in the best vehicle, for the weal of those who

have set out in the most excellent vehicle. Those who will
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take up this discourse on dharma bear it in mind, recite it,
study it, and illuminate it in full detail for others, they have
. been known. Subhuti, by the Tathagata with his Buddha-cog-
nition, they 'h'é.ve been seen, Subhuti, by the Tathagata with
his Buddha-eye, they have been fully known by the
Tathagata. All these beings, Subhuti, wil_l be blest with an
immeasurable heap of merit, they will be blest with a heap

of merit unthinkable, incomparable, measureless and illimit-
able.

15-3

All these beings, Subhuti, will carry along an equal share of
enlightenment. And why? Because it is not possible, Subhuti,
‘that this discourse on dharma could be heard by beings of
inferior resolve, nor by such as have a self in view, a being,
a soul, or a person. Nor can beings who have not taken the
pledge of a Bodhi-being either hear this discourse on dharma,
or take it up, bear it in mind, recite or study it. That can-
not be..

15-4

And again, Subhuti, the spot of earth where this Sutra will be
revealed, that spot of earth will be worthy of worship by the
whole world with its Gods, men and Asuras, that spot of
earth will be worthy of being saluted respectfully, worthy of
being honoured by circumambulation, --1like a shrine will be
that spot of earth. '
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16-1

And yet, Subhuti, those sons and daughters of good family,
who will take up these very Sutras, who will bear them in
mind, recite them, study them, and wisely attend to them, and
who will illuminate them in full detail for others, they will be
humbled, and they will be well humbled.

16-2 :

And why? The impure deeds which these beings have done in
their former lives, and which are liable to lead them into the
states of woe, -- in this very life they will, by means of that
humiliation, annul those impure deeds of their former lives,
and they will reach the enlightenment of a Buddha.

16-3

And why? I know by my superknowledge, Subhuti, that in
the past period, during incalculable, quite incalculable aeons,
there were 84,000 million milliards of Buddhas, farther and
farther away from Dipankara, the Tathagata, Arhat, Fully
Enlightened One, to whom I gave satisfaction by loyal ser-

vice, and from whom I did not again become estranged.

16-4
And if, on the one hand, Subhuti, I gave satisfaction to those
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Buddhas and Lords, without again becoming estranged from
them, -- and if, on the other hand, other people in the last
time, the last epoch, the last 500 years, at the time of the
collapée of the good doctrine, will take up these very Sutras,
bear them in mind, recite and study them, and will illuminate
them in full detail for others, -- then again, Subhuti, compared
with this heap of merit that former heap of merit does not
approach one hundredth part, not one thousandth part, not a
100 thousandth part, not a 10 millionth part, nor a 100 mil-
lionth part, nor a 100.000 millionth part. It does not bear
number, nor fraction, nor counting, nor similarity, nor com-

parison, nor resemblance.

16-5

If moreover, Subhuti, I were to teach the heap of merit of
those sons and daughters of good family, and how great a
heap of merit those sons and daughters of good family will

at that time beget and acquire, beings would become frantic
and confused.

16-6 ‘ _

Since, however, Subhuti, the Tathagata has taught this dis-
course on dharma as unthinkable, so just an unthinkable
karma-result should be expected from it.
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17-1
Subhuti: How, O Lord, should someone stand, who has set out
in the Bodhisattva-vehicle, how progress, how exert thought?

17-2. ,

The Lord: Here, Subhuti, someone who has set out in the
' Bodhisattva-vehicle should thus produce a thought: ‘all beings
should be led by me to Nirvana, into that Realm of Nirvana
which leaves nothing behind.

17-3 N .
And yet, after beings have thus been led to Nirvana, no be-
ing at all has been led to Nirvana'.

17-4

And why? If in a Bodhisattva the perception of a being
would take place, he should not be called a 'Bodhi-being'. If
the perception of a soul, or the perception of a person would
take place, he should not be called a 'Bodhi-being'.

17-5 _
~ And why? He who has set out in the Bodhisattva-vehicle, —
— he is not one of the dharmas.
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17-6

What do you think, Subhuti, is there any dharma by which
the Tathagata, when he was in the presence of Dipankara, the
Tathagata, has 'awoken to the utmost, right and perfect en-
lightenment? '

17-7 _

“Subhuti: As I understand the meaning of the Lord's teaching,
there is not any dharma by which the Tathagata, when he
was in the presence of Dipankara, the Tathagata, Arhat, Fully
Enlightened One, has awoken to the utmost, right and perfect
enlightenment. '

17-8
The Lord: So it is, Subhuti, so it is, there is no dharma by |
which the Tathagata, when he was in the presence of
Dipankara, the Tathagata, Arhat, Fully Enlightened. One, has
awoken to the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment.

17-9 :

If again, Subhuti, some dharma had been fully known by the
Tathagata, not of me would the Tathagata Dipankara have
predicted: “You, young Brahmin, will in a future period be
a Tathagata, Arhat, Fully Enlightened, by the name of
Sakyamuni”.

17-10
Because then, Subhuti, there is not any dharma by which the
Tathagata, Arhat, Fully Enlightened One has fully known the
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utmost, right and perfect enlightenment, therefore the
Tathagata Dipankara has predicted of me: “You, young Brah-
min, will in a future period be a Tathagata, Arhat, Fully
Enlightened, by the name of Sakyamuni”. ’

17-11
And why? 'Tathagata’, Subhuti, of true Suchness that is a

- synonym.

17-12

And whosoever, Subhuti, were to say: 'The Tathagata, the
Arhat, the fully Enlightened One, has fully known the utmost,
right and perfect enlightenment’, he would speak falsely, and
he would misrepresent me by seizing on what is not there.

17-13
And why? There is not any dharma by which the Tathagata
has fully known the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment.

17-14

And that dharma which the Tathagata has fully known and
demonstrated, on account of that there is neither truth nor
fraud. Therefore the Tathagata teaches, 'all dharmas are the
Buddha's own and special dharmas'.

17-15 _

And why? 'All-dharmas', Subhuti, have as no-dharmas been
taught by the Tathagata. Therefore all dharmas are called the
Buddha's own and special dharmas.
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17-16 _
Suppose, Subhuti, a man were endowed with a body, a huge
body.

17-17

Subhuti: That man who was spoken of by the Tathagata as
'endowed with a body, a huge body', as a no-body he has
been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore is he called ‘endowed
with a body, a huge body'.

17-18

The Lord: So it is, Subhuti, the Bodhisattva who would say,
T will lead beings to Nirvana', he should not be called a
'Bodhi being'. And why? Is there, Subhuti, any dharma named
'Bodhi-being'?

17-19
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, there is not any dharma named
a 'Bodhi-being'.

17-20 _

The Lord: 'Beings, beings', Subhuti, as no-beings have they
been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called ‘be-
ings'. Because of that the Tathagata teaches, 'selfless are all

dharmas, unsubstantial, without a living soul, without person-
ality'. ’

17-21 . . ‘
If any Bodhisattva should say: 'I will create harmonious Bud-
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dha-fields' he likewise should not be called a Bodhisattva.
And why? 'The harmonies of Buddha-fields, the harmonies of
Buddha-fields', Subhuti, as no harmonies have they been
taught by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called ‘harmonious
Buddha-fields'.

17-22

The Bodhisattva, Subhuti, who is intent on 'without self are
the dharmas, without self are the dharmas’, he has been de-
clared by the Tathagata, the Arhat, the Fully Enlightened One
to be a Bodhi-being, a great being. ‘
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18-1
What do you think, Subhuti, does the fleshly eye of the
Tathagata exist? |

18-2
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, the fleshly eye of the Tathagata

does exist.

18-3
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does the heavenly
eye of the Tathagata exist?

18-4
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, the heavenly eye of the Tathagata
does -exist.

18-5
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does the wisdom eye
of the Tathagata exist?

18-6
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, the wisdom eye of the Tathagata
does exist.
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18-7
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does the dharma-eye
of the Tathagata exist?

18-8
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, the dharma-eye of the Tathagata-
does exist.

18-9
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does the Buddha-eye
of the Tathagata exist?

18-10
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, the Buddha-eye of the Tathagata

does exist.

18-11
the Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, as many grains of
" sand as there are in the great river Ganges, has now the

Tathagata spoken of these grains of sand?

18-12 :
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, so it ‘is, O Well-Gone, the
Tathagata has spoken of these grains of sand.

18-13
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, if there were as
many Ganges rivers as there are grains of sand in the great

river Ganges, and if there were as many world systems as
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there are grains of sand in these, Would_those world systems

be many?

18-14
Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, so it is, O Well-Gone, these world
systems would be many.

18-15

The Lord: As many beings as there are in these world sys-
tems, of them I know, in my wisdom, the manifold trends of
thought.

18-16

And why? 'Trends of thought, trends of thought!, Subhuti, as
no-trends have they been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore
are they called 'trends of thought'.

18-17
And Why? Past thought is not got at; future thought is not -
got at; present thought is not got at.
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19-1

What do you think, Subhuti, if a son or daughter of good
‘family had filled this world system of 1,000 million worlds
with the seven treasures, and then gave it as a gift to the
Tathagatas, the Arhats, the Fully Enlightened Ones, would
that son or daughter of good family on the strength of that
beget a great heap of merit?

19-2
Subhuti: Much, O Lord, much, O Well-Gone.

19-3
The Lord: So it is, Subhuti, so it is; on the strength of that
this son or daughter of good family. would beget a great heap

of merit, immeasurable and incalculable.

19-4
And why? 'Heap of merit, heap of merit, as no heap has that
been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore is it called 'heap of

merit'.

19-5
If there would be a heap of merit, the Tathagata would not
have taught 'heap of merit, heap of merit'. |
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20-1
What do you think, Subhuti, is the Tathagata to be seen by
means of the accomplishment of his form-body?

20-2 _ ‘
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, the Tathagata is not to be seen
by means of the accomplishment of his form-body.

20-3

And why? 'Accomplishment of his form-body, accomplish-
ment of his form-body', this, O Lord, has been taught by the
Tathagata as no-accomplishment. Therefore is it called 'ac-
complishment of his form-body'.

20-4
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, is the Tathagata to be
seen through his possession of marks?

20-5 .
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, the Tathagata is not to be seen

through his possession of marks.

20-6
And why? This possession of marks, O Lord, which has been
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taught by the Tathagata, as a no-possession of no-marks this
has been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore is it called 'pos-
session of marks'. '
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21-1
The Lord: What do you think, Subhuti, does it occur to the
Tathagata, 'by me dharma is demonstrated'?

21-2
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, it does not occur to he Tathagata,

'by me dharma is demonstrated'.

21-3 .
The Lord: Whosoever would say, 'the Tathagata has demon-
strated dharma’, he would speak falsely, he would misrepre-

sent me by seizing on what is not there.

21-4
And why? 'Demonstration of dharma, demonstration of
dharma’, Subhuti, there is not any dharma which could be got

at as demonstration of dharma.

21-5

Subhuti:- Are there, O Lord, any beings in the future, in the
last time, in the last epoch, in the last 500 years, at the time
of the collapse of the good doctrine who, on hearing such
dharmas, will truly believe? '
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21-6 _
The Lord: They, Subhuti, are neither beings, nor no-beings.

21-7

And why? 'Beings, beings', Subhuti, as no-beings have all
these been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called
'beings'. |
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22-1

What do you think, Subhuti, is there any dharma by which the
Tathagata has fully known the utmost, right and perfect en-
lightenment?

22-2 o
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, there is not any dharma by which
the Tathagata has fully known the utmost, right and perfect en-
lightenment.

22-3

The Lord: So it is, Subhuti, so it is. Not even the least (anu)
dharma is there found or got at. Therefore is it called 'utmost
(anuttara), right and perfect enlightenment'.
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23-1

Furthermore, Subhuti, self-identical (sama) is that dharma, and
nothing is therein at variance. Therefore is it called 'utmost,
right (samyak) and perfect (sam-) enlightenment'.

23-2

‘Self-identical through the absence of a self, of a being, of a
soul, of a person, the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment
is fully known through all the wholesome dharmas.

23-3

And why? "Wholesome dharmas, wholesome darmas’, Subhuti,
yet as no-dharmas have they been taught by the Tathagata.
Therefore are they called 'wholesome dharmas'.
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24-1

And again, Subhuti, if a woman or man had piled up the
seven treasures until their bulk equalled that of all the
Sumerus, kings of mountains, in the world system of 1,000 mil-
lion worlds, and would give them as a gift to the Tathagatas,
Arhats, Fully Enlightened Ones,--and if, on the other hand,
a son or daughter of good family would take up from this
Prajnaparamita, this discourse on dharma, but one stanza of
four lines, and demonstrate it to others,--compared with his
heap of merit the former heap of merit does not approach one
hundredth part, etc. until we come to (see ch. 16b), it will not

bear any comparison.
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25-1
What do you think, Subhuti, does it occur to a Tathagata. 'by me
have beings been set free'?

252 o
Not thus should one see it, Subhuti. And why? There is not any
being who has been set free by the Tathagata.

25-3

Again. if there had been any being who had been set free by
the Tathagata, then surely there would have been on the part
-of the Tathagata a seizing of self, seizing of a being, seizing of a
soul, seizing of a person.

25-4
'Seizing of a self', as a no-seizing, Subhuti, that has been
taught by the Tathagata. And yet it has been seized upon by

foolish common people.

25-5
'Foolish common people’, Subhuti, as really no people have
they been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore are they called

'foolish common people'.
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26-1 .
What do you think, Subhuti, is the Tathagata to be seen by
means of his possession of marks?

26-2 _
Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, as I understand the meaning of the
Lord's teaching, the Tathagata is not to be seen by means of

his possession of marks.

26-3 .
The Lord: Well said, well said, Subhuti. So it is, Subhuti, so it is,
as you say. The Tathagata is not to be seen by means of his

possession of marks.

26-4

And why? If, Subhuti, the Tathagat.a were one who could be
seen by his possession of marks, then also the universal mon-
arch would be a Tathagata. Therefore the Tathagata is not to
be seen by means of his possession of marks. -

26-5 o
Subhuti: As I, O Lord, understand the Lord's teaching, the
Tathagata is not to be seen through his possession of marks.
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26-6
Further the Lord taught on that occasion these stanzas:

Those who by my form did see me,
And those who followed me by voice,
Wrong the efforts they ejzgaged in
Me those people will not see.

From thé dharma should one see the Buddhas. _
For the dharma-bodies are t he guides.
Yet dharma's true nature should not be discerned.

Nor can it, either, be discerned.
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27-1 _
What do you think, Subhuti, has the Tathagata fully known
the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment through his posses-

sion of marks?

27-2

Not so should you see it, Subhuti, ,

And why? Because the Tathagata could surely not have fully
known the utmost, right and perfect enlightenment through his

possession of marks.

27-3

Nor should anyone, Subhuti, say to you, ‘those who have set
out in the Bodhisattva-vehicle have conceived the destruction
of a dharma, or its annihilation'.

27-4

Not so should you see it, Subhuti! And why? Those who have
set out in the Bodhisattva-vehicle have not conceived the de-
struction of a dharma nor its annihilation.
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28-1

And again, Subhuti, if a son or daughter of good family had
filled with the seven treasures as many world systems as
there are grains of sand in the river Ganges, and gave them as a
gift to the Tathagatas, Arhats, Fully Enlightened Ones,—— and
if on the other hand a Bodhisattva would gain the patient acqui-
escence in dharmas which are nothing of themselves and
which fail to be produced, then this latter would on the
strength of that beget a greater heap of merit, immeasurable
and incalculable. Moreover, Subhuti, the Bodhisattva, the great
being, should not acquire a heap of merit.

28-2
Subhuti: Surely, O Lord, the Bo}dhisattva, the great being should

acquire a heap of merit?

28-3
The Lord: 'Should acquire’, Subhuti, not 'should seize upon'.
Therefore is it said 'should acquire'.
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20-1

Whosoever says that the Tathagata goes or comes, or stands
or sits, or lies down, he does not understand the meaning of my

“teaching.

29-2

And why? 'Tathagata' is called one who has not gone any-
where, and who has not come from anywhere. Therefore is he
called 'the Tathagata, the Arhat, the Fully Enlightened One'.
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30-1 .

And again, Subhuti, if a son or daughter of good family
were to grind as many would systems ‘as there are particles of
dust in this would system of 1,000 million worlds, as finely
as they can be ground with incalculable vigour, (and in fact
reduce them to) something like a collection of atomic quan-
tities, what do you think, Subhuti, would that be an enormous
collection of atomic quantities? |

30-2

Subhuti: So it is, O Lord, so it is, O Well-Gone, enormous
would that collection of atomic quantities be. And why? If, O
Lord, there would have been an enormous collection of atomic
quantities, the Lord would not have called it an 'enormous

collection of atomic quantities'.

30-3

And why? What was taught by the Tathagata as a 'collection
of atomic quantities', as a no-collection that was taught by the
Tathagata. Therefore is it called a'collection of atomic quan-
tities'. ' '

30-4
And what has been taught by the Tathagata as 'the world-system
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of 1,000 million worlds', as no-system that has been taught
by the Tathagata. Therefore is it called 'the world-system of
1,000 million worlds'.

30-5

And why? If, O Lord, there would have been a world-system,
that would have been (a case of) seizing on a material object,
and what was taught as 'seizing on a material object' by the
Tathagata, just as- no-seizing that was taught by the Tathagata.

Therefore is it called 'seizing on a material object'.

30-6

The Lord: And also, Subhuti, that 'seizing on a material object'
is inexpressible, and not to be talked about. It is not a dharma
nor a no-dharma. And yet it has been seized upon by fool-

ish common people.
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31-1

And why? Because whosoever would say that the view of a
self has been taught by the Tathagata, the view of a being, he
view of a living soul, the view of a pefson, would he, Subhuti,
be speaking right?

31-2

Subhuti: No indeed, O Lord, no indeed, O Well-Gone, He would
not be speaking right. And why? That which has been taught
by the Tathagata as 'view of a self', as a no-view that has been
taught b y the Tathagata. Therefore is it called 'view a self'.

31-3

The Lord: It is thus, Subhuti, that someone who has set out
in the Bodhisattva-vehicle should know, see, and resolve upon
all dharmas.

314

And he should know, see, and resolve upon them in such a
way that he does not set up the perception of a dharma. And
why? Perception of dharma, perception of dharma’, Subhuti, as
no-perception has this been taught by the Tathagata. Therefore
is it called 'perception of dharma'.
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32-1

And finally, Subhuti, if a Budhisattva, a great being had
filled world systems immeasurable and incalculable with
the seven treasures, and gave them as a gift to the Tathagatas,
the Arhats, the Fully Enlightned Ones,—— and if, on the
other hand, a son or daughter of good family had taken from
this Prajnaparamita, this discourse on dharma, but one stanza of
four lines, and were to bear it in mind, demonstrate, recite
and study it, and illuminate it in full detail for others, on
the strength of that this latter would beget a greater heap of
merit, immeasurable and incalculable.

32-2
And how would he illuminate it? So as not to reveal. There-

fore is it said, 'he would illuminate'.

As stars, a fault of vision, as a lamp,
- A mock show, dew drops, or a bubble,
A dream, a lightning flash, or cloud,

So should one view what is conditioned.

32-3
Thus ‘spoke the Lord. Enraptured, the Elder Subhuti, the
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monks and nuns, the pious lay-men and lay women, and the
Bodhi-sattvas, and the whole world with its Gods, men, Asuras
and Gandharvas rejoiced in the teaching of the Lord.

32-4
(%)
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VENERATIN A LA SAINTE Et NOBIE
| PRAJNAPARAMITA

1.—CAUSE DE LA REUNION POUR LA BONNE LOIL

1-1

‘C’est ainsi que je l’ai entendu dire. En une certaine
~ circonstance, le bienheureux se trouvait & Sravasti, au bois de
Jeta, au jardin de plaisance d’Anathapindada, avec une grande
assemblée de bhikshous, comptant 1,500 bhikshous et un
ndmbre considérable de bodhisattvas, mahasattvas, étres

supérieurs.

1-2

'Or donc, s’étant habillé tout au matin, le bienheureux prit son
écuelle et le vétement de religieux mendiant, puis se mit a
circuler dans érz‘wasti, la grande ville, pour mendier sa

nourriture.

1-3

L’ayant ainsi parcourue, ayant fait son repas et étant revenu
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de sa course pour sa nourriture, ayant mis au repos son
écuelle et son manteau, et s’étant lavé les pieds, le bien-
heureux s’assit sur le sieége magistral, les jambes pliées sous
lui, le corps droit et la pensée fixée sur 1’objet de sa

méditation.

1-4

Alors de nombreux bhikshous assemblés s’en vinrent au lieu
ou était le bienheureux. En s’approchant, ils inclinérent
profondément la téte aux pieds du bienheureux, et ayant
tourné trois fois en lui donnant la droite, ils allérent tous

s’asseoir du méme c6té.
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2—CHERCHER A FAIRE BRILLER LE BIEN.

2-1 _
Alors, en cette circonstance, Subhiuti, a la longue vie, vint
s’unir & cette assemblée et s’assit au milieu d’elle.

2-2
Puis se levant de son siége, rejetant son manteau sur une
épaule, posant A terre le genou droit et faisant I’anjali devant

le bienheureux, il lui adressa ces paroles:

2-3

C’est merveilleux, 6 Bienheureux! c’est suprémement mer-
veilleux, 6 Sugata! comment, par toi vénérable Tathagata,
arhat complétement illuminé, ces bodhisattvas mahasattvas ont
été réunis a ta suite par la grice qui les a saisis.

2-4 N ,
Merveilleux! comment par ce vénérable Tathagata, arhat
complétement illuminé, ces bodhisattvas mahasattvas ont été

comblés de cette grice supréme.
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2-5

Comment donc doit-il se déterminer, 6 Bienheureux, le jeune
homme ou la jeune fille commeil faut, appliqué a la pratique
de la doctrine des bodhisattvas? Comment doit-il se mettre a

I’ceuvre? Comment doit-il en comprendre 1’idée?

2-6

Lorsque Subhuti, 2 la longue vie, eut ainsi parlé, le
bienheureux lui dit: Trés bien, trés bien, Subhati! Il en est
précisément ainsi, & Parfait! Il en est comme tu le dis. Les
bodhisattvas mahasattvas ont été amenés, assemblés ici par le
Tathagata, par une faveur supréme qui les a saisis. Ils ont été
par lui comblés d’une grace supréme.

2-7

Ecoute donc, 6 Excellent, et imprime ceci dans ton esprit,
fortement, convenablement. Je te dirai comment 1’homme
appliqué a la doctrine des bodhisattvas doit se tenir, comment
il doit s’y appliquer, comment il .doit en comprendre la no-

tion.

2-8
C’est bien, Bienheureux! dit Subhuti, puis il se mit a écouter

le bienheureux.
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3.—ENSEIGNEMENT CORRECT DE LA GRANDE DOCTRINE.

3-1

Le bienheureux lui-dit: C’est ainsi, 6 Excellent, que cette
‘notion doit &tre congue par celui qui s’applique aux regles
des bodhisattvas. Tous les étres, quels qu’ils soient, qui, dans
I’élément général de I’€tre, ont été saisis de cette opération
qui fait 1’€tre particulier, qu’ils soient nés d’un ceuf ou d’une
matrice, de 1’humidité ou par génération spontanée, qu’ils
aient une forme sensible ou n’en aient point, qu’ils soient
intelligents ou non intelligents, ou bien ni 'un ni 1’autre, et
tout élément d’étre dont on peut acquérir la connaissance,
tous doivent é&tre plonges quels qu’ils soient, dans 1’élément

du N1rvana tous sans excepuon

3-2
Mais si méme j’y plonge les étres en nombre illimité, aucun
n’y est plongé (en réalité).

3-3

Quelle est la cause de ceci? C’est que, Subhiti, si un
bodhisattva croit a l’existence d’un &tre particulier, il n’est
pas digne d’étre appelé de ce nom. '



558 =RIE - FEE - H=E

34
Pour quelle raison? Parce qu’il en est indigne celui qui ala
(fausse) connaissance, la (fausse) aperception de 1’égoité, de

I’existence, de la vie, de la personnalité.
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4.—QUE L’ON NE DOIT POINT RECHERCHER LE
SURNATUREL. ‘

4-1
En outre, sans aucun doute, 6 Subhiti, un bodhisattva qui fait
fond sur la matiere ne peut faire de dons (utilement); de
méme s’il fait fond sur une chose quelconque, sur les
formes, les conditions des sons, des odeurs, du gofter, du
tact.

42
Mais il pourra faire des dons (utiles) s’il ne fait fond sur la

connaissance d’aucun objet déterminé.

. 43

Car, 6 Subhiiti, si ce bodhisattva, qui ne s’appuie sur rien,
donne généreusement, on ne peut facilement apprécier la
mesure de ses mérites.

4-4
(%)
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4-5
(&)

4-6

Penses-tu, Subhuti, que 1’on puisse aisément prendre la
mesure de I’empyrée au sud, & I"ouest, au nord, en bas, en
haut, partout dans les cinq régions et dans les directions
intermédiaires ?

4-7

Non certainement, 6 Bienheureux, répondit Subhiti.

4-8
Ainsi, dit alors le bienheureux, quand un bodhisattva fait des
dons sans s’étre appuyé sur rien, il est difficile de saisir la

mesure de ses mérites.

4-9
Ainsi, 6 Subhati, celui qui appliqué a la régle des bodhisattvas
doit donner de maniére qu’il ne s’appuie sur aucune connai-

ssance d’objet déterminé.
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5—COMMENT ON CONNAIT LA VERITE EN SUIVANT LE
PRINCIPE RATIONNEL (LI).

5-1 ,
Qu’en penses-tu, 6 Subhiiti? Le Tathagata doit-il étre reconnu

par une réunion en lui de signes extérieurs spéciaux?

5-2

Subhiiti répondit: Il n’en est point ainsi, 6 Bhagavan! le
- Tathagata ne doit pas &tre reconnu par ces signes. Pourquoi
cela? Parce que, 6 Bienheureux, la réunion en lui de ces
signes dont parle le Tathagata n’en est point une, est une
absence de signes extérieurs.

'5-3

A ces paroles le bienheureux dit a Subhiuti: C’est que,
Subhuti, en ce qui est (cbnception de la) survenance de
signes extérieurs, il y a illusion. En ce qui est absence de ces
signes, il n’y a point d’erreur. Ainsi le Tathagata doit étre
reconnu, apercu par la présence et 1’absence de marques
particuliéres extérieures.
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6.—LA DROITURE, LA SINCERITE, SONT RARES.

6-1

Subhiti, a la longue vie, dit alors au bienheureux: Il arrivera,
n’est-ce pas, que certains étres seront, a cette voie non encore
fréquentée, a ce temps dernier, a cette derniere éirconstance,
a la derniere période de cinq cents ans, quand I’extinction de
la bonne loi sera en cours, lesquels étres manifesteront encore
la connaissance (de la nature) de I’étre en récitant les paroles

des sutras, semblables a celles-ci.

- 6-2
Le bienheureux répondit: Ne dis point cela, toi Subhuti!

6-3

Il y aura alors, 6 Subhiiti, dans cette voie oll personne n’est
encore entré, au dernier temps, au dernier moment, au dernier
cing-centenaire, quand I’extinction de la bonne loi sera en
cours, il y aura des bodhisattvas mahasattvas doués de qualités
excellentes, de vertus morales, de science, qui manifesteront
la connaissance de la nature de l’étre, en récitant des

maximes se,mblables des sutras.



Harlez & 563

6-4

Il n’y aura plus, aprés cela, des bodhisattvas mahasattvas
disciples d’un seul Bouddha, ni possédant le principe du salut
par I’enseignement d’un seul Bouddha. Mais il y aura des
bodhisattvas, disciples de plusieurs, de cent, de mille bouddhas,
ayantrecu le principe du salut de plusieurs, de cent, de mille
bouddhas et qui, en récitant les paroles des Siitras, sous cette
forme, obtiendront le don supréme de 1’unité parfaite de la
pensée, de la pensée établie dans 1’unité.

6-5 |

Ceux-la, Subhuti, sont connus du Tathagata, par sa science de
bouddha, d’illuminé. Ils sont vus par lui, de son ceil de bou-
ddha. ‘

6-6 _
Eux tous, éclairés par le Tathagata, produiront une masse de
mérites en nombre incommensur able et ils en acquerront les

fruits.

6-7 _ v

Pourquoi cela? Chez ces bodhisattvas mahasattvas ne régne
plus la conception de 1’individualité, nicelle de I’existence, ni
de la vie, ni de la personnalité,

68
ni méme celle de la loi (essence de I’étre). Il n’y a pas

davantage la connaissance de la non-existence de la loi; il n’y
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a plus ni connaissance ni ignorance.

6-9

Comment cela? C’est que si les bodhisattvas mahasattvas
avaient encore la connaissance expresse de la loi, ils se sai-
siraient encore de 1’atman, de 1’existence particuli¢re, de la

vie, de la personnalité.

6-10 _
S’ils avaient encore la connaissance de la non-loi, ils se
saisiraient encore de l’individualité, de 1’étre, de la vie, de la

personnalité.

6-11 -
Pourquoi cela? Parce qu’aprés ce temps le bodhisattva

mahasattva ne doit plus recevoir de loi ou non-loi.

6-12

Ainsi fut prononcé cediscours par le Tathagata sur cette
matieére. Les (notions des) lois sont nécessairement ab-
andonnées (tuées en soi) par ceux qui connaissent le cours
naturel et nécessaire de la loi (de I’étre), semblable a un

radeau; bien plus encore la non-existence de lois.
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7—CE QUI N’EST NI ACQUIS NI DIT.

- 7-1

Ensuite le bienheureux dit & Subhiti, 2 la longue vie: Que
penses-tu de cela, &6 Subhiti; y a-t-il une loi, appelée illumi-
nation supréme de l'intelligence, qui a regusa lumiere par le

Tathagata, ou une loi révélée par le Tathagata?

7-2

Subhati répondit: Pour autant que je comprends, 6 Bien-
_heureux, le sens de ce qui a été dit par le bienheureux, il n’y
a point de loi, dite illuminant I’intelligence, ayant recu sa

lumieére du Tathagata, qui ait été révélée par lui.

7-3

Parce que la loi qui a été révélée par le Tathagata est
incompréhensible, et sans qualités particulieres que I’on puisse
exprimer. Cen’est ni loi ni non-loi, '

7-4
parce que les entités supérieures sont produites telles sans
étre réelles et parfaites pour cela.
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8.—VIVRE SELON LA LOL

8-1

Le bienheureux dit: Que penses-tu de cela, Subhiti? Si un fils
de famille ou une fille de famille (distinguée) fait en sorte
que 1I’élément du monde du trimillénaire ou du grand
millénaire soit plein des sept biens précieux, des sept joyaux
et qu’il les donne tels, en pur don, aux Tathagatas, aux arhats
com-plétement illuminés, est-ce que ce fils ou cette fille de
famille ferait ressortir de cétte ccuvre un grand amas de
mérites?

8-2

Subhuti répondit: Trés abondant, 8 Bienheureux, trés abondant,
0 Sugata, serait I’amas de mérites que produirait par cette
ceuvre ce fils ou cette fille de famille.

8-3
Et pourquoi? Parce que cet amas de mérites dont parle le
Tathagata a été déclaré par lui un non-amas. C’est pourquoi

le Tathagata dit: C’est un amas, un vrai amas de mérites.
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8-4

Le bienheureux dit: En outre, si ce fils ou cette fille de
famille remplisséit ainsi des sept joyaux I’élément du monde
du trimillénaire, du grand millénaire et le livrait ainsi en don
aux Tathagatas, arhats complétement illuminés, et qu'un autre,
prenant une simple Gatha de quatre vers dans toute 1’étendue
de loi, I’enseigniat aux autres complétement et 1’expliquat en
détail, celui-ci produirait ainsi un amas de mérites beaucoup

plus abondant, un amas innombrable.

8-5

- Et pourquoi? parce que, 6 Subhuti, c’est par 1l qu’est née
pour ce monde I’illumination compléte que rien ne dépasse,
des Tathagatas, arhats complétement illuminés; c’est par la
aussi qu’ont été engendrés les bouddhas bienheureux.

8-6

.Comment cela? C’est que ces lois des bouddhas, proclamées
telles, 6 Subhuti, ont é&t€é en méme temps déclarées non-lois
des bouddhas par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi aussi elles ont
été dites des lois de Bouddha.
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9—UNE SEULE FORME, PAS DE FORME.

9-1
Que penses-tu ‘maintenant de ceci, Subhuti? Appartient-il a
celui qui est entré dans le courant de l’existence (qui 1’a

atteint, de dire): J’ai acquis le fruit & recueillir dans ce courant?

9-2

Subhuti répondit: Non, cela ne lui appartient pas. Et pourquoi?
parce que celui-1a, quel qu’il soit, n’a réellement acquis
aucune condition; c’est pourquoi il est appelé entré dans le
courant de I’existence, I’ayant atteint. Il n’a réellement acquis
les conditions ni des formes, ni des sons, ni des odeurs, ni du
goflit, ni des sensations du tact. '

9-3

Si celui qui s’est engagé dans ce courant pouvait dire qu’il
en a acquis les mérites, il aurait saisi, acquis 1’égoité, 1’étre,
la vie, la personnalité.

9-4
Le bienheureux continua: Maintenant pensez-vous qu’il
appartienne acelui qui est & sa derniere renaissance de dire
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qu’il a acquis les fruits, les mérites de cet état?

9-5

Subhati répondit: Non certainement, cela ne lui appartient pas.
Et pourquoi? Parce que celui qui n’a plus 2 renaitre qu’une
fois n’a plus les conditions de 1’existence sensible. C’est pour-

quoi il est appelé sakrdagami “qui vient une fois”.

9-6 | o

Le bienheureux dit: Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Appartient-il a
celui qui ne revient plus a une nouvelle existence de dire
qu’il a acquis le fruit de cette condition?

9-7

Subhuti répondit: Non, cela n’est point, 6 Bienheureux! non,
il n’appartient pas (méme) a celui qui ne revient plus de dire:
“Fai acquis le fruit de I’état d’anagami.” Et pourquoi? Parce
que celui-la n’a plus de loi, plus de condition particuliere.
C’est pourquoi il est appelé anagami “qui ne revient plus”.

9-8

Le bienheureux dit: Que penses-tu de ceci, 6 Subhuti? Un
arhat peut-il croire qu’il a acquis par lui-méme la condition
d’arhat? |

99
Subhuti répondit: Cela n’est point, Bienheureux! 1’arhat méme

ne peut se dire cela avec vérité. Et pourquoi? C’est qu’il n’y
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a pasune loi de condition, une réalit€é qui soit 1’arhat; c’est

pour cela qu’il porte ce nom.

9-10
Si I’arhat pouvait se dire: J’ai acquis la condition d’arhat,
alors il voudrait encore prendre une égoité, une existence, une

vie, une personnalité.

911
Pourquoi cela? C’est que je suis désigné par le Tathagata,
arhat 'complétement illuminé, comme chef de ceux qui ne

s’adonnent plus a la jouissance,

9-12.

et cependant, bien que je le sois,je ne puis pas dire: Je suis
un arhat exempt de toute attache. Si je pouvais me dire que
j’ai acquis la condition d’arhat, le Tathagata ne prédirait pas
de moi que je serai Subhuti, homme distingué, chef de ceux
~quine sont plus attachés a la jouissahce, qui ne se plaira plus
en aucune jouissance. C’est pourquoi il est appelé détaché de

la jouissance, détaché de la jouissance.
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10.—COMMENT REGLER AVEC DIGNITE ET BEAUTE CE
'QUI EST PUR.

10-1

Le bienheureux dit: Qu’en penses-tu, 6 Subhuti? Y a-t-il eu
une condition d’existence dont se saisisse le Tathagata, la
recevant de Dipankara le Tathagata, 1’arhat complétement

illuminé?

10-2
Subhuti répondit: Non, une condition semblable n’a point
‘existé.- (Le Tathagata ne recoit point d’existence par ce

moyen.)

10-3 ‘

Le bienheureux dit: Tout bodhisattva, Subhuti, qui dirait: “Je
produirai tous les développements successifs du champ de
I’&tre”, parlerait contrairement a la vérité. Et pourquoi? On
dit: développements des étres, développements des étres et ce
ne sont point des développements de 1’étre, a dit le Tathagata.
C’est pourquoi on appelle cela “développements successifs des

étres”.
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10-4

C’est pourquoi, 6 Subhuti, le bodhisattva mahasattva doit
former en lui et manifester la résolution qu’il n’y ait jamais
en lui de pensée, de volonté déterminée, qui s’applique a la

forme extérieure des €tres, ni aux sons, aux odeurs, au tact.

10-5 v

S’il se trouvait, par exemple, Subhuti, un &tre humain d’un
corps €élevé, d’une haute taille dont la forme, I'individualité
serait comme est le Sumeru, le roi des montagnes, son

individualité serait grande en réalité ?

10-6

Subhuti répondit: Elle serait 'grande, Bienheureux, elle serait
- grande, Sugata! cette individualité telle que tu la dis. Et
pourquoi? parce que ce qu’on appelle une existence in-
dividuelle, une existence d’egoité a été déclarée n’€tre point
une existence par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi on 1’appelle
existence individuelle. Mais en réalité, 6 Bienheureux, ce n’est
ni une existence ni une non-existence; c’est pourquoi on

I’appelle existence individuelle, égoique.
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11.—PROSPERITE, GRANDEUR SANS EFFORTS.

11-1

Le bienheureux dit: Qu’en vpenses-tu, 6 Subhati? S’il y avait
autant de fleuves (tels quele) Gange qu’ily a de grains de
sable dans le Gange, le grand fleuve, les grains de sable qui
se trouveraient dans tous ces Ganges seraient-ils pour cela en

grand nombre?

11-2
Subhuti répondit: Autant il y aurait de ces Ganges, d’autant

plus il y aurait de grains de sable dans ces fleuves.

11-3

Le bienheureux reprit: Je vais te 1’expliquer, Subhuti, je vais
te le faire connaitre. Si un homme ou une femme remplissait
des sept joyaux autant de monde qu’il y a de grains de sable
dans- tous ces Ganges, puis les donnait en don aux Tathagatas,
arhats completement illuminés, quel serait, penses-tu, 1’amas de
mérites que cet homme ou cette femme produirait en retour?

11-4
Subhati répondit: Nombreux, Bienheureux, (trés) nombreux,
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Sugata! serait I’amas de mérites que cet homme ou cette

femme porduirait, incommensurable, innombrable.

11-5

Le bienheureux ajouta: Mais relativement & celui, homme ou
femme, qui donnerait ces mondes ainsi remplis aux
Tathagatas, 1’homme ou la femme distingué qui enseignerait,
qui expliquerait aux autres un quatrain de I’exposé de la loi,
obtiendrait un amas de mérites bien plus considérable encore;

celui-la serait incommensurable, innombrable.
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12.—QU’IL FAUT HONORER ET RESPECTER LA BONNE
DOCTRINE.

12-1 ,

En outre, cette partie de la terre dans la quelle serait prononcé
ou expliqué ce quatrain de la loi, cette partie deviendrait un
lieu sacré, un témple pour le monde réuni des dévas, des
hommes et des asuras. Et ceux en outre qui soutiennent
(dharay) cet exposé de la loi tout entier, qui le réunissent
acay'), I’obtiennent (paryavap) entier par leurs recherches et
I’expliquent complétement aux autres, ceux-la seront doués
des pouvoirs surhumains les plus merveilleux.

12-2
Et dans ce lieu de la terre on jouira de la dignit€¢ de maitre,

ou bien on occupera la place de docteur de la science.
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13—RECEVOIR ET ACCEPTER LA LOI, EN LA SUIVANT
ET S‘ENELOIGNANT.

13-1

Lorsque le bienheureux eut ainsi parlé, Subhuti, & la longue
vie, lui adressa ces paroles: Quel est, 6 Bienheureux, cet
exposé, ce cours de la loi? Commen\t pourrais-je le main-
tenir?

13-2
Le bienheureux, ainsi interpellé, dit a Subhati: Cet exposé de
la loi est la Prajfiaparamita. C’est elle que tu dois maintenir

(en vigueur et hunneur).

13-3 _

Et pourquoi? Parce qu’elle a été dite par le Tathagata
traversée de la écience et aussi non-traversée (la connaissance
complete et lanon-complete). C’est pourquoi elle est appelée

Prajfiaparamita.

13-4
Et qu’en penses-tu encore, Subhuti ? Est-ce _cela une loi
- quelconque proférée par le Tathagata?
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13-5
Subhati répondit: Non, cela n’est point, Bienheureux, car ce

n’est point une loi qui ait été proférée par le Tathagata.

13-6 .
Que penses-tu, Subhuti? Est-ce que la poussi¢re terrestre de
la région du monde du trimillénaire, du grand millénaire est

abondante?

13-7

Subhuti répondit: Elle doit étre abondante, Sugata! elle doit
étre abondante, la poussieére terrestre de ce millénaire? Et
pourquoi ? Parce que cette poussiere terrestre dont parla le |
Tathagata est déclarée par lui non-poussieére. C’est pourquoi
on I’appelle poussiére (impureté) terrestre.

13-8
"En outre, ce lieu, cet élément terrestre dont a parlé le
Tathagata a été déclaré par lui €tre un non-élément. C’est

(13

pourquoi il est appelé “ élément du monde”.

13-9

Le bienheureux dit: Penses-tu, 6 Subhuti, que le Tathagata,
arhat parfaitement illuminé, doit &tre reconnu par les 32

marques extérieures de ’homme supérieur?

13-10
Non, répondit Subhuti, il ne doit pas étre manifesté par cela.
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13-11

Parce que, Bienheureux, ces 32 marques énoncées par le
Tathagata ont ét€ déclarées par lui €tre des non-marques. C’est
pourquoi on les appelle les 32 marques du Grand

personnage.

13-12

Le bienheureux reprit: En outre, tout homme ou toute femme,
Subhiiti, qui renoncerait successivement 2 autant d’existences
égoiques qu’il y a de grains de sable dans le Gange, ou qui,
abandonnant autant d’Ages qu’il y a de grains de sable dans
le Gange, abandonnerait autant d’existences égoiques, aurait
beaucoup moins de mérite que celui qui prendrait et ap-
prendrait, expliquerait aux autres un quatrain de I’exposé de
la loi. L’amas de mérites de ce dernier serait de beaucoup

suspérieur; il serait incommensurable, innombrable.
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14—DETACHE DE TOUTE FORME, S’ANEANTIR DANS LE
SILENCE.

14-1

Alors I’ayushman Subhuti, sous la vive impfession de cette
doctrine, versa des larmes. Puis il les essuya et dit au
bienheureux: |

14-2

C’est une merveille, Bienheureux, une supréme merveille, que
ce cours de la loi enseignée par le Tathagata, pour le salut
“des étres appliqués a la régle parfaite (& la marche en avant),
a la régle la plus excellente de toutes.Jamais depuis que j’ai

acquis la science sacrée,

14-3 7

jamais une loi semblable ne m’a été enseignée. Ils seront
doués d’une puissance surhumaine supérieure 3 toute autre, les
bodhisattvas qui, ayant entendu ce Suatra alors qu’on le leur
enseignait, ont acquis la vraie connaissance de 1’étre.

14-4

Et pourquoi? Parce que cette connaissance de 1’&tre est une
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non-connaissance de 1’étre. C’est pourquoi le Tathagata dit
d’elle: “C’est la science de I’étre, c’est la science de I'€tre”.

14-5
Ce n’est point une merveille pour moi, Bienheureux, que je
congoive ce contenu de la loi ainsi énoncé et que j’en goute

la beauté.

14-6

Il y aura des étres, 0 Bienheureux, qui arriveront a la voie
non encore battue, au dernier temps, au dernier moment, au
dernier cing-centenaire, lorsque la loi dépérira, et qui alors
encore soutiendront la loi en toute son étendue, la main-
tiendront en son entier et la communiqueront aux autres,
I’expliqueront en détail, ceux-la obtiendront la puissance

magique la plus complete, I’état le plus merveilleux.

14-7

Aprés cela, 6 Bienheureux, il n’y aura plus pour eux ni con-
science de I’égoite, ni conscience de I'étre, de la vie ou de
la personnalité, il n’y aura plus pour eux ni science ni ab-

sence de science.

14-8

Et pourquoi? Parce que cette connaissance de 1’égoité est une
non-connaissance. Celle de la vie, de 1’existence, de la person-
nalité, I’est également.
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149
Comment cela? C’est que les bouddhas bienheureux sont
débarrassés de toute connaissance.

14-10 :

A ces mots, le bienheureux dit & Subhati: Il en est ainsi,
Subhuti, il en est ainsi. Ils seront dans un état merveilleux,
supérieur, ceux qui, en entendant dire ce Sutra, ne seront
point saisis de crainte, ne seront pas transis d’effroi, ne
tomberont pas dans un acceés de frayeur. Pourquoi cela?
Parce que c’est la parfaite paramita, Subhuti, la parfaite
arrivée au terme, déclarée par le Tathagata, celle-la qui est
une non-pé.ramjté. Celle-1a, 6 Subhuti, que le Tathagata dit
étre la paramita supréme, les bouddhas bienheureux la
déclarent indéfinie (infranchissable et comme inaccessible).

C’est pourquoi elle s’appelle la paramita supréme.

14-11
En outre, Subhiti, la Ksantiparamita (perfection de la

patience) du Tathagata est aussi une non-paramita.

14-12

Comment cela? Si méme, Subhiti, le roi Kalinga me coupait
en morceaux les membres, les articulations et les chairs, alors
méme je n’aurais conscience ni de mon égoité, ni de I’exis-
tence', ni de la vie, ni de la personnalité, ni aucune con-

naissance ni non-connaissance.
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14-13

Comment cela? C’est que si, en cette circonstance, j’avais
conscience de mon €égoité, j*aurais en méme temps celle de
ma perversion. Si- j’avais connaissance de mon existence, de
ma vie, de ma personnalité, j’aurais en méme temps celle de

ma perversion.

14-14

Et pourquoi? Je sais trés bien, Subhiti, que dans les Ages.
écoulés, il y a de cela 500 générations, j’ai été€ le Richi Ks-
éntivédin. Et alors je n’avais conscience ni de I’égoité, ni de
I’existence, ni de la vie, ni de la personnalité. C’est pour-
quoi, Subhuti, le bodhisattva mahasattva doit, en rejetant
toute connaissance particuliére, appliquer son intelligence a la
complete illumination (samyaksambodhi) supérieure a tout. Il
ne doit point concevoir de pensée attachée & la forme ex-
térieure, qui y ait sa base; il ne doit point non plus en
concevoir qui soit appuyée sur les sons, I'odeur, le goft, le
tact, ni méme sur la loi ou la non-loi, ni sur quoi que ce
soit.

14-15 _

Pourquoi cela? Parce que ce qui est déterminé en un point
est également indéterminé. C’est pourquoi le Tathagata dit
que le bon don est fait par le bodhisattva qui n’est appuyé
sur rien et nullement par celui qui s’appuie sur le son,
I’odeur, le gofit, le tact ou la loi.
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14-16

En outre, Subhuti, le bodhisattva doit renoncer a tout don de
cette nature, pour le bien de tous les &tres. Et pourquoi?
Parce que la connaissance de 1’étre est elle-méme une non-
_connaissance. Tous les &tres ainsi désignés par le Tathagata

sont aussi des non-étres.

14-17
Comment cela? C’est que le Tathagata dit ce qui est, il dit
la vérité, il dit les choses comme elles sont et non autr-

ement, le Tathagata; il ne dit rien de faux, le Tathagata.

14-18
En outre, Subhiti, la loi parfaitement comprise et enseignée
par le Tathagata, qui s’en est pénétré I’esprit, n’est ni vérité

ni erreur.

. 14-19

De méme, 6 Subhiti, qu'un homme enfoncé dans les tén¢bresne
sait rien voir, ainsi doit étre considéré-le bodhisattva qui,
tombé dans le monde des corps, renonce a tout don; ou bien,
comme un homme, jouissant de la vue, qui, a la premicre
clarté qui éclaire la nuit, au lever du soleil, voit des formes
de différentes espéces, ainsi est le bodhisattva qui, n’étant

point enfoncé en monde corporel, renonce a tout don.

14-20 v
Bien plus, Subhiti, les hommes ou les femmes distingués qui
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recoivent, prennent (udgrahish) la loi en son étendue, la
soutiennent (dharay), la rendent complete (acay) et cherchent
(paryavap) a la posséder et I’expliquent aux autres entierement,
ceux-la, Subhuti, sont vus du Tathagata, de I’eeil de son in-
telligence éclairée; ils sont connus du Tathagata par sa sci-
ence d’illumination, ils sont éclairés par le Tathagata. Tous
ces étres produiront un amas de mérites incommensurable,

innombrable et 1’acquerront pour eux.



Harlez & 585

FFETIE S B A

15.—COMMENT GARDER LES SUTRAS. MERITE DE QUI
LE FAIT. '

15-1 '

En outre, si une femme ou un homme renongcit le matin a
autant d’existences égoitiques qu’il y a de grains de sable
dans le Gange, s’il en faisait autant a midi, puis le soir, §’il
renoncait aussi en ce méme cours de temps aux existences
personnelles, pendant des Kalpas innombrables, des millions,
des milliards, et si un autre, ayant entendu cet exposé de la
loi, ne la rejetait pas, ce dernier acquerrait un amas de
mérites treés considérable, un amas incommensurable,
innombrable. Combien plus encore celui qui, I’écrivant, la
recueille, qui la maintient, la consolide, la fait sienne et

I’enseigne aux autres complétement!

15-2

En outre, 6 Subhuti, il est inimaginable, incomparable cet
ordre régulier de la loi. Il a ét€ énoncé par le Tathagata,
pour le bien des E€tres qui sont établis dans la voie la
meilleure, dans la voie parfaite. Ceux qui 1’accepteront le
maintiendront, le consolideront, le feront leur et 1’enseigneront

aux autres completement, en détail, sont connus du Tathagata,
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0 Subhuti, par sa science illuminée de Bouddha; ils sont vus
par son ceil de Bouddha, ils sont illuminés par le Tathagata.
Tous ces étres seront doués d’une foule de mérites incom-
mensurables, d’une masse de mérites inimaginable, incompa-

rable, incommensurable.

15-3

Tous, 6 Subhuti, posséderont, en quantité é€gale, une intelli-
gence illuminée; ils 1’accumuleront en eux, ils la feront leur
tout entiere. Pourquoi cela? Parce que cet ordre de la loi ne
peut &tre entendu d’aucun de ceux qui sont dépourvus
d’attrait pour elle, ou qui arrétent leur vue sur 1’égoité,
I’existence, la vie ou la personnalité (apparentes). Il ne peut
étre entendu davantage de quiconque applique sa con-
naissance a 1’étre dépourvu de science éclairée; celui-ci ne
peut ni ’entendre, ni y adhérer, ni le maintenir, ni le
consolider en soi, ni le faire sien. Ce n’est pas un point

d’appui sénsible (pour 1’esprit) [sthanam].

15-4

En outre, 6 Subhuti, I’endroit de la terre ot ce Sutra sera
expliqué deviendra un objet de louange; il sera digne de
respect pour le monde des Dévas, des hommes et des Asuras;
il sera digne d’honneur, cet endroit de la terre; il deviendra

comme un lieu sacré.
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16—QUE L’ON PEUT PURIFIER LES FAUTES.

16-1 , .

Deplus, Subhiiti, les hommes et femmes distingués qui
recueilleront, maintiendront, accumuleront ou - feront leurs des
Satras de ce genre, se les imprimeront au fond de I’esprit et
les expliqueront compléiement aux autres, seront abaissés (?),

trés abaissés (de condition).

16-2

Et pourquoi? Parce que les mauvaises actions commises par
ces étres dans les existences antérieures doivent étre expiées,
disparaitre pour eux, et que, par cet abaissement, ces
mauvaises actions sont arrétées en leurs effets, anéanties; et

ces €tres pourront acquérir la connaissance illuminative.

16-3

Je connais, 6 Subhiti, les témoignages-d’amiti€, la joie que
dans la voie du temps écoulé, dans des Kalpas innombrables
et plus encore, antérieurs au Tathagata, a 1’arhat complétement
illuminé, Dipankara, j’ai donné 400 fois aux millions et mil-
liards de bouddhas sans leur causer aucune impression

désagréable.
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16-4

Et parce que ces bouddhas ont été traités par moi de cette
maniere et parce qu’au dernier 4ge, au dernier moment, au
dernier cing-centenaire, alors que ’extinction de la loi sera en
cours, ils adhéreront a ces Sﬁtras, ils les soﬁtiendront, s les
accumuleront, ils les feront leurs, ils les feront connaitre
compleétement aux autres, conséquemment en comparaison de
cet amas de mérites, & Subhuti, le précédent ne I’atteint, ne
I’égale pas de la centiéme partie, ni de la millieme, ni de la
cent-millieme, ni de la millionieéme (Kali 10 millions), ni de
la cent-millioni¢me, ni de la milliardi€me, ni de millions de mil-
liards prés. Et cette infériorité ne pourrait atteindre pour
s’exprimer, la dernicre, la plus infime fraction, 1’expression du
nombre, de la partie, de la supputation, du calcul, de la
comparaison tant soit peu approchant, de toute relation de

comparaison.

16-5

Si aprés cela, Subhuti, si je voulais exprimer le mérite de
ces hommes et de ces femmes distiongués et dire combien,
en cette circonstance, ils produiront de mérites, combien ils
en recueilleront, les &tres en gagneraient la folie, ils en

arriveraient 4 la démence.

16-6

De plus, 6 Subhiti, cette loi en tout son développement est
déclarée par le Tathagata inimaginable, incomparable, et ses
fruits, miiris en leur incompréhensibilité, doivent &tre 1’objet

de tous les désirs.
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17.—QUE L’ON DOIT ETRE JUSQU’AU BOUT SANS
'EGOITE.

17-1

Alors le vénérable Subhuti dit au Tathagata: Comment celui
qui s’est appliqué & la vraie doctrine de la Bodhi doit-il se
maintenir? Comment doit-il la pratiquer? comment doit-il en

concevoir la notion?

17-2
Le bienheureux dit: Voici, Subhiti, comment celui qui s’est
appliqué a la vraie doctrine de la Bodhi doit en former en

soi la conception (sa pensée).

17-3
Tous les étres, sans exception, doivent étre jetés par moi dans
le monde du Nirvana, et en les lancant ainsi, il est vrai,

toutefois, qu’aucun n’y est jeté.

17-4

Comment cela? C’est que, Subhuti, si la connaissance de
’étre se pfoduisait pour le bodhisattva (s’il croyait a
I’existence réelle), il ne | devrait plus étre appelé de ce nom.
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Lorsque la connaissance de la vie, de la personnalité prévaut

ainsi, il ne peut pas non plus étre qualifi€ de bodhisattva.

17-5
Car la doctrine qui"s’appuie sur la régle pratique de

bodhisattva est une non-doctrine.

17-6

Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Crois-tu qu’il y a une doctrine par
laquelle le Tathagata aurait re¢u du Tathagata Dipankara la
science parfaite, I’illumination complite supérieure a tous, que

le Tathagata aurait fait briller a2 ses yeux?

17-7

Subhuti répondit: Pour autant que je comprenne la pensée, le
- sens du bienheureux en ses discours, il n’y pas de doctrine
au moyen de la quelle il ait été parfaitement éclairé de
I’illumination compleéte par le Tathagata Dipankara,
complétement illuminé.

17-8
Le bienheureux reprit a ces mots: C’est ainsi, Subhuti, c’est

ainsi. I1 n’y a point de doctrine qui ait produit cet effet.

17-9 v
S’il en était une, le Tathagata Dipankara n’aurait pas prédit
de moi: “Tu seras le Tathagata Sakyamini, qui marcheras par

la voie ou I’homme n’a jamais mis le pied, I’arhat com-
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pletement illuminé.”

17-10

C’est parce qu’il n’y avait point de doctrine de loi annoncée
par le Tathagata, arhat, Diparkara, complétement illuminé,
qui ait appris la doctrine d’illumination compléte, c’est pour
cela que j’ai été prédit par le Tathagata Dipankara disant: “Tu
seras le Tathagata Sakyamfmi, arhat compleétement illumineé,

qui marcheras par la voie qu’aucun homme n’a fréquentée.”

17-11

Car, Subhuti, le titre de Tathigata est un qualificatif formé
pour exprimer la nature de 1’&tre, Tathagata est un qualificatif
répondant a la condition de ce qui ne s’est pas encore
produit; c’est une dénomination de 1’exclusion de la produc-
tion, de I’existence; c’est celle de la plus perpétuelle et
complete non-production. Pourquoi en est-il ainsi? C’est que,
Subhiti, cette non-production, non-existence, est la chose

essentielle.

17-12

Si quelqu’un disait: La connaissance illuminative compléte,
supérieure a toute, a été recue par le Tathagata, arhat
illuminé, celui-la s’exprimerait d’une maniére erronée, il me

qualifierait d’un terme contraire & la vérité.
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17-13
Et pourquoi? Parce qu’il n’y a point de doctrine qui ait été

apprise par le Tathagata en illumination parfaite.

17-14
Tout doctrine reconnue, enseignée par le Tathagata n’est ni
vérit€ ni erreur. C’est pourquoi le Tathagata dit: Toutes les

doctrines sont doctrines de Bouddha.

17-15 ‘
Comment cela? C’est que toutes les doctrines sont des non-
doctrines, déclarées telles par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi il

est dit: Toutes les doctrines sont doctrines de Bouddha.

17-16
C’est comme quand on dit d’un homme qui a acquis tout son

corps, c’est un grand corps.

17-17

La-dessus Subhiuti remarqua: Cet homme dont vous parlez,
Tathagata, au corps formé, au grand corps, a été déclaré par
. le Tathagata n’avoir point de corps. C’est pourquoi on peut

dire: Corps formé, grand corps.

17-18

Le bienheureux dit: C’est ainsi, Subhuti. Le bodhisattva qui
dirait: Je répandrai les &tres ¢a et la ne serait pass un vrai
bodhisattva. Et pourquoi? Est-il une condition, une loi
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d’existence qui soit le bodhisattva?

17-19
Subhuti répondit: Non, il n’y en a point.

17-20

Le bienheureux reprit: Ce qu’ on appelle étres sont des non-
étres, Subhuti! a dit le Tathégatei; c’est pourquoi ils sont
appelés étres. C’est pourquoi le Tathagata dit: Toutes les
conditions d’existence sont sans égoité, sans vie, sans

croissance, sans personnalité.

17-21

Le bodhisattva qui dirait, 6 Subhati!: “Je développerai
I’extension du monde”, parlerait d’une maniére erronée. Parce
que ce qu’on appelle le développement du monde est un
‘non—développement,_ déclaré tel par le Tathagata. C’est

pourquoi on I’appelle développement.

17-22
Et le bodhisattva disposé & croire que toutes les conditions
d’existence sont sans égoité, celui-la est reconnu un vrai

bodhisattva par le Tathagata, arhat complétement illuminé.
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18.—ENVISAGER TOUT COMME UN SEUL CORPS.

18-1
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata a-t-il des yeux de
chair?

18-2
Subhuti répondit: Oui, il en est ainsi. Le Tathagata a des

yeux de chair.

18-3
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata a-t-il des yeux
célestes, divins?

18-4

II en est ainsi, répondit Subhuti.

18-5
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata a-t-il les yeux de la

science?

18-6
Oui, il a les yeux de la science, répondit Subhuti.
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18-7
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhiti? Le Tathagata a-t-il les yeux, la vue
.de la 1oi? -

18-8
Oui, il les a, dit Subhiiti.

18-9. :
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata a-t-il aussi les yeux
d’un Bouddha? ‘

18-10
Oui, il les a aussi, répondit Subhati.

18-11
(%)

18-12
(#)

18-13 ,

Que penses-tu, Subhuti, s’il y avait autant de Ganges qu’il y
a de grains de sable dans le Grand Fleuve de ce nom et que
les grains de sable de ces Ganges seraient autant de mondes,

y seraient-ils en grand nombre?

18-14
Subhati dit: Certainement, Bienheureux, certainement, Sugata!
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Ces mondes seraient trés nombreux.

18-15 v
Le bienheureux continua: Eh bien, Subhiti, de tous les étres,
tout autant qu’il y en aurait dans ces mondes, je connaitrais

les natures différentes et les intelligences, le pensées.

18-16

Et comment? C’est que ceux qui sont dits portanten eux la
pensée, les porte-pensées, comme on les appelle, ont' été
déclarés par le Tathagata ne point la porter vraiment. C’est
pourquoi on les appelle doués, porteurs d’intelligence, de

pensée.

18-17
Et pourquoi cela? C’est que la pensée passée ne se possede
plus; la pensée future ne se posséde pas; la pensée a la

quelle on est appliqué, on ne peut la saisir, la garder.
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19.—CHANGEMENTS COMPLETS DANS LE MONDE DE LA
LOL '

19-1

Qu’en penses-tu, Subhiiti? Si un homme ou une femme vertueux
et distingué faisait en sorte que ce monde du trimillénaire,
du grand millénaire, fit rempli des sept joyaux et en ferait
don aux Tathagata, arhats compleétement illuminés, est-ce que
cet homme ou cette femme produirait par la une grande

masse de mérites? -

19-2
Subhiiti répondit: Certainement, Sugata, certainemnt, Bien-

heureux, ils seraient trés nombreux.

19-3 |

Le bienheureux reprit: Oui, Subhuti, il en est ainsi; -ils
produiraient une masse de mérites incommensurable, innom-
brable.

19-4
Comment cela? C’est que cette masse de mérites a été

déclarée par le Tathagata étre une non-masse. C’est pourquoi
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elle est appelée “masse de mérites”.

19-5
D’alleurs, si c’était une masse de mérites, le Tathagata ne

I’aurait pas appelée de ce nom, n’aurait pas dit: c’est une

masse de mérites.
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20.—ABSENCE DE FORMES, D’ATTRIBUTS SENSIBLES.

20-1 :
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata paraitra-t-il sous une

forme corporelle?

20-2
Subhuti répondit: Ce n’est point ainsi, Bienheurux! le Tatha-
gata ne doit pas étre reconnu par la forme corporelle qu’il

acquerra.

20-3

Car ce qu’on appelle revétement de la forme corporelle n’en
est point un d’aprés ce qu’a déclaré le Tathagata, o
Bienheureux! C’est pourquoi- on 1’appelle revétement,

obtention de la forme corporelle.

20-4 _
Le bienheureux dit: Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata
sera-t-il reconnu par la réunion en lui des marques extérieures

propres?
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20-5
Subhuti répondit: Non, Bienheureux, non, le Tathagata ne sera

pas reconnu par ces signes.

20-6

Car ce quele Tathagata appelé une acquisition, une réunion
des marques extérieures, il 1’a appelée une non-acquisition de
ces marques. C’est pourquoi on 1’appelle acquisition des

marques réunies.
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21.—CE QU’ON DIT N’EST POINT DIT.

21-1
‘Le bienheureux dit: Qu’en penses-tu, Subhati? Appart1ent—11 au
Tathagata de dire: La loi a été révélée par moi?

21-2
Subhuti répondit: Non, Bienheureux, cela ne lui appartient

pas.

21-3
Le bienheureux continua: Celui qui dirait que la loi a été
révélée par le Tathagata commettrait une erreur. I me con-

cevrait d’une maniére contraire 4 la vérité.

21-4
Pourquoi? On parle bien d’une révélation, d’un enseignement
de la loi; mais il n’y a point de loi qui soit recue comme une

révélation de loi.

21-5
Quand il eut ainsi parlé, le fortuné Subhuti lui dit: 11 arrivera,
Bienheureux, qu’au dernier age, au dernier temps, au derier
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cing-centenaire, lorsque 1’extinction de la loi prévaudra, il y
aura des étres qui, entendant ces doctrines, y ajouteront foi.

21-6
Le bienheureux répondit: Ces &€tres ne seront ni &tres ni non-

étres.

21-7 ‘

Comment cela? Ce qu'on appelle étres, étres, a été déclaré
non-&tres par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi ils ont été appelés
étres.
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22—IL N’Y A POINT DE LOI QU’ ON PUISSE ACQUERIR.

22-1 :
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Y a-t-il une loi reconnue par le

Tathagata comme I’illumination compléte, supérieure i tout?

22-2
Subhuti répondit: Non, Bienheureux, il n’y a pas une loi
reconnue telle par le Tathagata.

22-3

Le bienheureux repartit: C’est ainsi, Subhati, c’est ainsi. Il n’y
a pas la moindre loi qui soit ainsi connue, qui soit ainsi
regue. C’est pourquoi on I’appelle la parfaite et derniére illu-
mination de I’esprit.
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23 —FAIRE LE BIEN AVEC UN COEUR PUR.

23-1
Cette loi est uniforme et sans dissemblance. C’est pourquoi

elle est dite I’illumination, la connaissance compléte, supréme.

23-2 »
Par I’absence d’égoité, d’existence, de vie et de personnalité,
elle est parfaitement uniforme. Cette connaissance parfaite,

supréme, est reconnue par ses principes salutaires.

23-3

Et comment? C’est que ces lois salutaires sont déclarées des
non-lois par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi elles sont appelées
lois salutaires par le Tathagata.
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24—BONHEUR ET SAGESSE INCOMPARABLES.

24-1
En outre, si un homme ou une femme accumulait autant
d’amas des sept joyaux qu’il y a, dans le monde du
trimillénaire, du grand millénaire, de Sumerus rois des
montagnes et qu’ils les donneraient aux Tathagata, arhats
complétement illuminés, si, d’un autre c6té, un fils ou une
fille de famille prenait un quatrain du cours de la loi, de la
Prajfiaparamita et 1’enseignait aux autres, les mérites du pre-
mier n’atteindraient pas la centi¢me partie de I’amas du sec-

ond, car celui-ci n’admet aucune comparaison.
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25.—TRANSFORMATION SANS OBJET TRANSFORMABLE.

25-1

Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata peut-il dire: Les étres
sont délivrés par moi?

25-2 ‘

(Si tu 1’as pensé), on ne doit plus. désormais considérer la
chose de cette maniere. Il n’y a pas d’étre qui ait été délivré

par le Tathagata.

25-3
S’il y en avait jamais, Subhuti, alors le Tathagata reprendrait

I’égoité, la vie, I’existence, la personnalité.

25-4
Or la prise de I’égoité a été€ déclarée par le Tathagata étre
une non-prise. Elle est admise seulement par les gens in-

intelligents et vulgaires.

255

Et ces gens ne sont pas des gens, a dit le Tathagata. C’est

- pourquoi ils sont dits inintelligents, enfants et vulgaires.
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26.—LE DHARMAKAYAS EST SANS FORME SENSIBLE.

26-1
Qu’en penses-tu, Subhuti? Le Tathagata doit-il étre reconnu

par les marques extérieures propres?

- 26-2

Non, répondit Subhuti, cela n’est point. Si j’ai bien compris
le sens des paroles du bienheureux, le Tathagata ne doit-t-il
pas €tre reconnu par la réunion en lui des marques propres
de beauté?

26-3
Bien, bien; c’est ainsi, c’est ainsi, répondit le bienheureux,

c’est comme tu le dis.

26-4 v

Et pourquoi? Si jamais, Subhiti, le Tathagata était reconnu
par des marques extérieures, alors le souverain au pouvoir
supréme serait aussi un Tathagata. C’est pourquoi ce n’est
point par des marques extérieures que le Tathagata devra étre

reconnu.
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26-5
Subhiiti, a la longue vie, dit alors au bienheurux: Pour autant
que je saisis le sens des paroles du bienheureux, le Tathagata

ne doit pas &étre reconnu par les marques spéciales.

26-6 v
C’est ainsi que le Bienheureux disait en cette phrase, en cette
strophe:

Ceux qui me voient par la forme,
ceux qui m’atteignent par le son
Suivent une fausse appréciation des choses,

ces gens-la ne 'me verront point.

Le Bouddha doit étre reconnu par sa loi,
car les chefs sont l’incarnation de la loi.
Mais l’essence selon la loi ne peut étre connue,

elle n’est point de nature a étre distinguée et connue.



Harlez & 609

HBr R 0 B =+

27—POINT DE SUPPRESSION NI DE DISTINCTION.

27-1
Que penses-tu, Subhuti? Crois-tu que 1’illumination parfaite
sera donnée par le Bouddha par la réunion en lui des

marques spéciales?

27-2
Si tu le penses, ne considére plus désormais la chose de cette
facon. Et pourquoi? Parce que cela n’est point, et que

personne ne te dise plus jamais rien de semblable, & Subhdti.

27-3

Ce serait de la part de ceux qui sont engagés dans la voie
des bodhisattvas ‘une véritable destruction de toute loi,
I’extirpation de la vraie doctrine. |

27-4
Ne considere plus jamais la chose ainsi, car ce serait la mort
de toute loi, la destruction de la vraie doctrine, causée par

ceux qui sont engagés dans la voie, la régle des bodhisattvas.
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28— (%)

28-1

En outre, si un fils ou une fille de famille remplissait des
sept joyaux autant de mondes xzlqu’il y a de grains de sable
dans le Gange, le grand fleuve, et les donnait en don aux
Tathagatas, arhats illuminés, et si, d’autre part, un bodhisattva
mettait toute son attente, ses désirs dans la condition des
étres sans égoité, affranchis des renaissances, celui-ci produirat
une masse de mérites de beaucoup supérieure, incommensu-
rable, innombrable, et ce bodhisattva n’aurait plus besoin

désormais d’acquérir des mérites.

28-2
Subhuti dit: Ainsi il ne doit plus chercher a acquérir des

mérites de tous cOtés.

28-3

Le bienheureux répondit: Ce que ’on cherche a acquérir ainsi
ne doit pas é&tre acquis, tenu; c’est pourquoi on dit qu’il faut
chercher a I’acquérir de toutes maniéres.
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29.—DIGNITE MAJESTUEUSE ET TRANQUILLE.

29-1

En outre, celui qui dirait encore: Le Tathagata va ou arrive;
est debout ou assis, ou prépare sa éouche, dort, celui-1a ne
comprend pas ce que je dis.

29-2
Parce que celui qui est dit Tathagata ne va nulle part, ne
vient de nulle part; c’est pour cela qu’il est appelé le

Tathagata, arhat complétement illuminé.
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30.—FORME ET PRINCIPE HOMOGE‘NES.

30-1

En outre, si un fils ou une fille de famille broyait en atomes
la matiére d’autant de monde qu’il y a de poussicres dans le
monde du trimillénaire, du grand millénaire et avec une force
incalculable en faisait un imme_:nse amas d’atomes, penses-tu

que cet amas d’atomes serait considérable?

30-2

Certainement, Bienheureux; il en serait ainsi, Sugata! Ce
dernier amas d’atomes serait immense. Et pourquoi? Parce
que si cet amas d’atomes était immense, le Tathagata

n’aurait pas dit: C’est un immense amas d’atomes.

30-3
Et comment cela? C’est que cet énorme amas d’atomes a été
déclaré par le Tathagata un non-amas et c’est pourquoi il est

appelé un amas d’atomes.

30-4
Et ce monde du trimillénaire, grand millénaire, appelé ainsi

par le Tathagata, a été déclaré par lui €tre un non-monde.
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C’est pourquoi on 1’appelle monde du trimillénaire, grand
maillénaire.

30-5

Pourquoi cela? Parce que, Bienheureux, si c’était une région
“du monde, alors on devrait aussi y chercher et prendre sa
nourriture, et cette prise de nourriture a été déclarée une
non-prise, un non-recevoir, par le Tathagata. C’est pourquoi il

est appelé “qui recoit, prend son pain”.

30-6

Le bienheureux dit: Recevoir ainsi son pain n’est point une
chose a faire, un rapport a avoir. C’est une chose sans nom,
ce n’est ni bien ni pas bien; cela n’appartient, n’est a faire

que par les gens inintelligents et grossiers.
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31.—NE POINT CHERCHER A SAVOIR ET VOIR.

31-1
Comment cela? Celui qui dirat: Le Tathagata a parlé de la
vue de l’individualité, de la vue de I’existence, de la vie, de

la personnalité, celui-la parlerait-il avec vérité et justesse?

31-2 _

Subhati répondit: Non, Bienheureux, non, Sugata!r celui-1a ne
parlerait pas justement. Pourquoi? Parce que, Bienheureux, la
- vue de I'individualité dont parle le Tathagata a été déclarée
par lui une non-vue. C’est pourquoi on I’appelle “vue de
' ’individualité”.

31-3 |

Le bienheureux dit: Ainsi, 6 Subhuti, I’homme engagé dans
la voie, appliqué a la doctrine des bodhisattvas, doit connaitre
toutes les natures, les considérer, exciter son affection vers

elles,

31-4
et il doit le faire de fagon qu’il ne fasse fond ni sur la

connaissance des lois, des essences, ni sur non-connaissance.
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Pourquoi cela? Parce que la connaissance des essences a été
déclarée par le Tathagata une non-connaissance. C’est pourquoi

elle est appelée ‘ connaissance de I’essence des lois™.
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32.—LES TRANSFORMATIONS NE SONT POINT REELLES.

32-1

Enfin, si un bodhisattva comblait des sept joyaux des mondes
incommensurables, innombrables et les donnait ainsi en don
aux Tathagatas, arhats complétement illuminés, et si, d’autre
part, un fils ou une fille de famille, prenant un quatrain de
la Prajiiaparamita, le gardait en sa pensée, le faisait connaitre,
le comprénait entierement, 1’expliquait aux autres com-
pletement, ce dernier acquerrait des mérites bien plus que le
premier, ils seraient incommensurables, innombrables.

32-2
Et comment P’expliquerait-on?

Comme je le comprends. B
Entiérement comme les étoiles et les ténébres,
comme une lampe, un fantéme, un grain de givre,

une bulle d’eau, un songe, une lueur d’éclair.

- Qu’on P’explique ainsi, car c’est ainsi qu’on dit qu’on doit

I’expliquer.
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32-3

Ainsi parla le ‘bienheureux transporté, hors de lui. Et Subhuti
le vénérable et les bhixus et les disciples des deux sexes et
les bodhisattvas, ainsi que les _dévas, les hommes, les asuras,
les gandharvas, applaudirent aux paroles du bienheureux.

32-4
Ainsi est achevée la noble Vajracchedika, la vénérable et

fortunée Prajfiaparamita.






Vajracchedika Pfajﬁépéramité

?#IIIBI

Max Walleser

1914
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Verehrung der erhabenen edelen Vollkommenheit

de Erkenntnis!

1-1

So_hoérte ich. Einst verweilte der Erhabene zu §révasti, im
Jetahaine, in dem Parke des Anithapir_ldada, zusammen mit.
einer groBen Schar von Monchen, mit 1250 ‘Ménchen, und
gér vielen Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas.

1-2

Da ging denn der Erhabene zur Zeit des Vormittags,
nachdem er sein Untergewand angelegt und die Schale und
das Obergewand genommen, nach Sravasti, der gr‘oBen'

Stadt, um zu betteln.

1-3 _

Nachdem nun der Erhabene nach Sravasti, der groBen Stadt,
betteln gégangen war und gegessen hatte, und dann nach
dem Verzehren der Bettelspeise zuriickgekehrt war, legte er
Schale und Obergewand beiseite, wusch sich die Fiile und
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setzte sich nieder auf den ihm angewiesenen Sitz, mit
untergeschlagenen Beinen, den Korper aufrecht haltend und
sein Denken auf sich selbst richtend.

1-4

Da schritten denn gar viele Bettelmdnche dahin, wo der
Erhabene war; nachdem sie hinzugeschritten, verehrten sie
seine beiden FiiBe mit ihren Hiuptern, und nachdem sie den
Erhabenen dreimal nach rechts umwandelt, setzten sie sich

auf einer Seite nieder.
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2-1
Zu jeher Zeit denn gesellte sich der ehrwiirdige Subhiiti zu
jener Versammlung und setzte sich nieder.

2-2 ,

Da erhob sich der ehrwiirdige Subhuti von seinem Sitze,
legte das Obergewand iiber die eine Schulter, stellte die
rechte Kniescheibe auf die Erde, senkte seine gefalteten

Hinde nach dem Erhabenen und sprach zu dem Erhabenen:

2-3-

”Wunderbar, Erhabener, h6chst wunderbar, Wohlgegangener
(sugata), ist es, wie durch den Sogegangenen (tathagata), den
Wiirdigen (arhant), vollkommen Erleuchteten die Bodhisattvas
Mahasattvas umfaBt werden, durch héchsten Beistand

unterstiitzt werden!

2-4
Wunderbar, Erhaber, wie sie durch den Vollendeten, den
Wiirdigen, vollkommen Erleuchteten durch héchsten Schirm

beschiitzt werden.

2-5

Wie soll daher, Erhabener, ein edler Sohn oder eine edle
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Tochter, nachdem er das Fahrzeug der Bodhisattvas bestiegen,
sich verhalten? wie soll er hingela‘ngen“.7 wie soll er seine
Gedanken richten?*

2-6

Nach diesen Worten sprach der Erhabene zu dem ehrwiirdig-
en Subhuti also: ”Gut, gut! Subhuti! so ist es, Subhuti, so ist
es, wie du sprichst. Unterstiitzt durch den Tathagata sind die
Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas durch héchsten Beistand, umschirmt
von dem Tathagata sind die Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas durch
hoéchsten Schirm.

2-7

Deshalb denn, Subhuti, hére wohl und gut und beherzige es!

Ich werde dir sageh, wie ein auf dem Fahrzeug der Bodhi-
sattvas Befindlicher sich verhalten soll, wie er hingelangen,
wie er die Gedanken lenken soll.«

2-8 : \
”So sei es, Erhabener®”, erwiderte der ehrwiirdige Subhuti
dem Erhabenen. '
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3-1
Der Erhabene sprach zu ihm also: "Wer immer hier, Subhiti,
sich auf das Fahrz‘e‘ug‘ der Bodhisattvas gestellt hat, soll
diesen Gedanken erwecken: “Soviele Lebewesen in dem
Elemente (dhatu) der Lebéwesen durch den Begriff
“Lebewesen” zusammengefaBt werden, e_ientstandene, oder
mutterleibentstandene, oder schleimentstandene, oder durch
wunderbaren Zufall entstandene, gestaltete oder nichtgestal-
tete, mit Namen oder ohne Namen oder weder mit noch
~ ohne Namen, welche Welt von Lebewesen immer erkannt
wird, die alle sind durch mich im restlosen Nirvana-Element
zum Erléschen zu bringen.

3-2
Und so, nachdem auc;h unermefBliche Lebewesen zum
volligen Erléschen gebracht sind, ist nicht irgendwelches

Lebewesen zum volligen Erloschen gebracht.

3-3 _
Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, Subhuti, bei einem Bodhisattva
der Begriff von Lebewesen wirksam ist, so ist er nicht als
”Bodhisattva®“ zu bezeichnen.
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3-4

Aus welchem Grunde? Nicht ist, Subhtti, als Bodhisattva zu
bezeichnen, bei wem der Begriff von Lebewesen wirksam ist,
oder der Begriff von Lebenden oder der Begriff von Person

(pudgala) wirksam ist.
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4-1

”Auch soll nicht, Subhuti, ein in der Realitit befangener
Bodhisattva Gabe spenden, nicht soll ein irgendwo befangener
Gabe spenden, nicht soll ein in der Erscheinung befangener
Gabe spenden, nicht soll ein in Ton, Geruch, Geschmack,
Tastbarem, den gedanklichen Objekten (dharma) befangener
Gabe spenden.

4-2
So eben, Subhiti, soll ein Bodhisattva Mahasattva Gabe
spenden, dafl auch er nicht im Begriff des Zeichens steht.

4-3
”Wer, o Subhiiti, sich nicht (auf die Realitéit) stiitzend, Gabe
spendet, dessen Menge von Verdiensten ist nicht leicht zu

crmessen.

4-4 _ :
Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist es leicht, in Ostlicher Richtung
des Weltraums Ausdehnung zu erfassen?*

4-5
Subhuti erwiderte: ”’Nein, Erhabener!*
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4-6

Der Erhabene sprach: ”So in siidlicher, Westlicher, nordlicher
Richtung, nach unten, nach oben, nach allen Richtungen und
Zwischenrichtungen, in den zehn Richtungen ringsherum: ist

es da leicht, des Weltraums Ausdehnung zu erfassen?*

4-7 _

Subhuti erwiderte: “Nein, Erhabener!*

4-8

Der Erhabene sprach: ”So eben, Subhuti, ist der Vorrat von
Verdiensten eines Bodhisattva, der, ohne sich (auf die

Wirklichkeit) zu stiitzen, Gabe spendet, nicht leicht zu

crmessen.

4-9

So soll denn, Subhiti, ein auf das Fahrzeug der Bodhisattva
Gestellter Gabe spenden, daB3 er sich auch nicht auf den
Begriff von duBlerer Wirklichkeit stiitzt.
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5-1
”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist ein Sogegangener in der
Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu erblicken?

5-2

Subhiti erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht ist der
Sogegangene durch die Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu er-
blicken. Aus welchem Grunde? Die Vollkommenheit der Mer-
kmale, welche durch den Sogegangenen verkiindet ist, ist
eben Vollkommenheit der Nicht-Merkmale.*

5-3 . ,

Nach diesen Worten sprach der Erhabene zu dem ehrwiirdigen
Subhati also: ’Solange, Subhiti, Vollkommenheit der Merkmale
besteht, solange ist Irrtum; wenn Nicht-Merkmal vollkommen-
heit besteht, ist kein Irrtum. So ist durch Merkmallosigkeit der -
Merkmale der Sogegangene zu erblicken.*
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6-1

Nach diesen Worten sprach der ehrwiirdige Subhuti zum
Erhabenen also: “Werden etwa, Erhabener, in kiinftiger Zeit
Wesen sein, in dem letzten Zeitraum, in den letzten fiinf-
hundert Jahren, zur Zeit des Verfalles der guten Lehre, wel-
che, wenn diese dergestaltige Sutrasitze vorgetragen werden,

einen richtigen Begriff erzeugen werden?*

6-2

Der Erhabene erwiderte: ”Sprich nicht so, Subhati! Wohl
werden in zukiinftiger Zeit einige Lebewesen sein, in dem
letzten Zeitraum, in den letzten fiinfhundert Jahren, zur Zeit
des Verfalles der guten Lehre, welche, wenn diese derges-
taltigen Sutrasitze vorgetragen werden, einen richtigen Begriff

erzeugen werden.

6-3

Ferner, Subhuti, werden in zukiinftiger Zeit Bodhisattvas
Mahasattvas sein, in der letzten Zeit, im letzten Zeitabschnitt,
in den letzten fiinfhundert Jahren, zur Zeit des Verfalles der
guten Lehre, befahigte, tugendhafte, erkenntnisbegabte, welche,
wenn diese dergestaltete Sutrasitze vorgetragen werden, einen

richtigen Begriff erzeugen werden.
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6-4
Nicht fiirwahr, Subhiti, werden jene Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas
nur einen Buddha bedient haben und nicht nur unter einem
Buddha Verdienst angesammelt haben, vielmehr werden sie,
Subhiti, viele Hunderttausende von Buddhas bedient und
‘unter vielen Hunderttausenden von Buddhas Verdienst an-
gesammelt haben, die Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas, welche,
wenn diese dergestaltete Sutrasitze vorgetragen werden, in

einem Gedanken Beruhigung finden werden.

6-5

Erkannt, o Subhuti, von dem Sogegangenen (tathagata) durch
Buddhaerkennen, geschaut, o Subhiuti, von dem Sogegangenen
durch Buddhaauge, gekannt sind sie durch den Sogegangenen
(tathagata).

6-6
Sie alle werden, o Subhiti, unermeBlichen, unzihligen
Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen und erlangen.

6-7

Aus welchem Grunde? Nicht nimlich, Subhuti, ist bei jenen
Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas der Begriff des Selbstes wirksam,
nicht der Begriff des Lebewesens, der Begriff des Lebenden,
der Begriff der Person.

6-8
Auch ist nicht, Subhiti, bei jenen Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas
der Begriff der Lehre (dharma) wirksam; so auch nicht der
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Begriff der Nicht-Lehre; auch ist bei ihnen nicht der Begriff,
nicht der Nicht-Begriff wirksam.

6-9

Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, o Subhuti, bei jenen Bodhi-
sattvas Mahasattvas der Begriff des dharma wirksam wire, so
wire das bei ihnen Ergreifen eines Selbstes, Ergreifen eines
Lebewesens, Ergreifen eines Lebenden, Ergreifen einer Per-

son;

6-10
wenn der Begriff des Nicht-dharma wirksam wire, so wire
dies bei ihnen Ergreifen eines Selbstes, Ergreifen eines Lebe-

wesens, Ergreifen eines Lebenden, Ergreifen einer Person.

6-11
Aus welchem Grunde? Nicht ist, Subhuati, durch einen Bodhi-
sattva Mahasattva ein dharma zu erfassen, nicht ein Nicht-

dharma.

6-12

Deshalb ist durch den Tathagata der Gemeinde dieses Wort
verkiindet Worden: ”Die, welche das Lehren des dharma als
einem Flofe gleich erkennen, sollen die dharmas (Objekte)
schon aufgeben, umsomehr die Nicht-dharmas (Nicht-
Objekte).“
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- 7-1

Ferner sprach der Erhabene zu dem ehrwiirdigen Subhuti
dieses: ”Wie meinst du, Subhiti? Ist irgendwelcher dharma
vorhanden, der durch den Tathagata als “vollkommene
Erleuchtung® erkannt wurde, oder irgendein (anderer) dharma
(Zuétand), der durch den Tathagata gezeigt worden ist?

7-2

Nach solchen Worten erwiderte der ehrwiirdige Subhati dem
Erhabenen dieses: ”Wie ich, o Erhabener, den Sinn des vom
Erhabenen Gesprochenen verstehe, existiert nicht irgend-
welcher dharma (Objekt), der durch den Tathagata als
“uniibertroffene vollkommene Erleuchtung® erkannt wurde;
nicht existiert ein dharma, der von dem Tathagata gezeigt

worden ist.

7-3

Aus welchem Grunde? Der dharma, der durch den Tathagata
als “vollkommen erleuchtet gezeigt wurde, oder als uner-
faB3bar, oder als imausspreghbar, der ist nicht dharma (Objekt)
und Nicht-dharma.
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7-4
Aus welchem Grunde? Durch das Nichtgewirkte (asamskrta)

ausgezeichnet sind nimlich die Edlen.”
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8-1

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti? Irgend-
welcher edle Sohn oder edle Tochter, welche dieses dreitaus-
endmalvieltausendfache Weltelement mit den sieben Kost-
barkeiten angefiillt hitte und es den Sogegangenen, Wiirdigen,
vollkommen Erleuchteten als Gabe spendete, wiirde da dieser
edle Sohn oder diese edle Tochter einen groBen Schatz, einen
Verdienstesvorrat sich erzeugen?“

8-2

Subhuti sprach: “Erhabener, jener edle Sohn oder edle
Tochter wiirde einen gar grofen Schatz, einen Verdienstes-
vorrat sich erzeugen.

8-3

Aus welchem Grunde? Was, o Erhabener, als Verdienstes-
vorrat von dem Sogegangenen verkiindet wurde, das ist vom
Sogegangenen als Nicht-Vorrat verkiindet worden. Deshalb
verkiindet der Sogegangene: “Verdienstesvorrat, Verdienst-

66 c¢

“esvorrat®.

8-4
Der Erhabene sprach:” Und wenn ferner, Subhuti, ein edler

Sohn oder eine edle Tochte dieses dreitausendmalvieltausend-
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fache Weltelement mit den sieben Kostbarkeiten anfiillte und
es den Sogegangenen, den Wiirdigen, den vollkommen
Erleuchteten als Gabe gibe, und wenn einer aus dem
Lehrbuche hier von dem Ende weg nur eine vierfiiBige
Liedstrophe herausgriffe und sie anderen ausfiihrlich darlegte,
erklﬁi‘te, der wiirde einen grofleren Verdienstesvorrat als jener
erzeugen, einen unermeflichen, unzihligen.

8-5

Aus welchem Grunde? Von hier aus entstanden nidmlich,
Subhuti, ist der Sogegangenen, der Wiirdigen, der vollkom-
men Erleuchteten uniibertroffene vollkommene Erleuchtung,
von hier aus entstanden sind die erhabenen Buddhas.

8-6

Aus welchem Grunde? “Buddha-Eigenschaften (dharrha), Bud-
dha-Eigenschaften* sind eben, Subhiti, durch den Vollendeten
als Nicht-Buddha-Eigenschaften verkiindet worden.
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9-1

-”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, denkt ein §rota-ipanna also:
“Durch mich ist die Frucht des Erreichens des Stromes
erlangt worden*?*

9-2 .

Subhiti, erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht denkt ein
zum Strome Gelangter: “Durch mich ist die Frucht des Er-
reichens des Stromes erlangt worden. Aus welchem Grunde?
Denn nicht hat er, Erhabener, irgendwelchen Zustand (dha-
rma) erreicht. Deshalb wird er ein “zum Strome Gelangter*
genannt. Nicht hat er Erscheinung (rapa) erreicht, nicht hat er
Tone, Geriiche, Geschmicke, nicht Tastbares, nicht
- gedankliche Objekte erreicht. Deshalb wird er ein “zur Stro-
mung Gelangter® genannt.

9-3

Wenn, Erhabener, ein zur Strémung Gelangter so dichte:
”Durch mich ist die Frucht des Erreichens der Strémung
erreicht, so wire das bei ihm ein Erfassen des Selbstes, ein

Erfassen von Lebendem, das Erfassen einer Person.*

9-4
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, denkt ferner
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ein Einmal-Wiederkehrender (sakrd-agamin) also: ”Durch mich
ist die Frucht des Einmal-Wiederkehrenden erreicht“?

9-5

Subhuti erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht denkt ein
Einmal-Wiederkehrender also: Durch mich ist die Frucht des
Einmal-Wiederkehrenden erreicht.” Aus welchem Grunde?
Nicht ndmlich existiert irgendwelcher Zustand (dharma), der
zur Eigenschaft des Einmal-Wiederkehrenden gelangtwire.
Deshalb wird er “Einmal-Wiederkehrender genannt.*

9-6

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti? Denkt ferner
ein Nicht-Wiederkehrender also: “Durch mich ist die Frucht
des Nicht-Wiederkehrenden erreicht®?*

9-7

Subhati erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht denkt ein
Nicht-Wiederkehrender also: ”Durch mich ist die Frucht des
Nicht-Wiederkehrenden erreicht. Aus welchem Grunde? Nicht
ndmlich existiert, Erhabener, irgendwelcher Zustand (dhar-
ma), der zur Eigenschaft des Nicht-Wiederkehrenden | gelangt
wire. Deshalb wir der “Nicht-Wiederkehrender* genannt.*

9-8
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, denkt ein
Wiirdiger (arhant) also: ”Durch mich ist die Wiirdigkeit

erreicht*?*



Walleser & 639

9-9

Subhuti erwiderte: “Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht denkt ein
-Wiirdiger also: "Durch mich ist die Wiirdigkeit erreicht.“ Aus
welchem Grunde? Nicht ndmlich, Erhabener, existiert
irgendwelches Ding (dharma), das "Wiirdiger genannt wiirde.
Deshalb wird er ”Wiirdiger* genannt.

9-10 ,

Wenn, o Erhabener, ein Wiirdiger also dichte: ”Durch mich
ist die Wiirdigkeit erreicht, so wiare bei ihm Erfassen eines
Selbstes, Erfassen eines Lebewesens, Erfassen eines Lebenden,

Erfassen einer Person.

9-11

Aus welchem Grunde? Ich bin, o Erhabener, durch den
Sogegangenen (tathagata), den Wiirdigen, den vollkommen
Erleuchteten als der Vorderste unter den in der Streitlosigkeit
Wohnenden bezeichnet worden.

9-12

Ich bin, o Erhabener, ein Wiirdiger, der Leidenschaften
Lediger. Und nicht denke ich, Erhabener, also: ”Ich bin ein
Wiirdiger, der Leidenschaften Lediger.“ Wenn ich, o Er-
habener, so déchte: “Durch mich ist die Wiirdigkeit erreicht®,
so hitte mich nicht ein Sogegangener (tathagata) ausersehen:
”Unter den in Streitlosigkeit Wohnenden ist der Vorderste
Subhuti, der edle Sohn; nicht wohnt er irgendwo, deshalb
wird er ”in der Streitlosigkeit wohnend, in der Streitlosigkeit

wohnend* genannt.*
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10-1

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhiti, éxistiert
irgendwelcher dharma (Zustand), der durch den Tathagata
(Sogegaﬁgenen) von Dipankara, dem Sogegangenen
(tathagata), dem Wiirdigen, dem vollkommen Erleuchteten,

angenommen worden ist?*

10-2

Subhuti erwiderte: “Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht existiert irgend
welcher dharma (Zustand), der durch den Tathagata von
Dipankara, dem Sogegangenen, dem Wiirdigen, dem vollko-

mmen Erleuchteten angenommen worden ist.*

10-3

Der Erhabene sprach: “Irgendein Bodhisattva, Subhiiti, der so
spriache: ”Ich werde Weltsysteme von (Buddha-) Gefilden
bewerkstelligen®, der wiirde Unwahres sprechen. Aus welch-
em Grunde? Als “Massen von Gefilden, Massen ‘von Gefil-
den*“ sind, o Subhuti, durch den Tathagata Nicht-Gefilde
verkiindet worden. Deshalb werden sie ”Massen von

Gefilden* genannt.

10-4-
”Deshalb denn, Subhuti, ist durch einen Bodhisattva
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Mahasattva ein nichtgestiitzter (d. h. unabhingiger) Gedanke
zu erwecken, der ein nicht irgendworauf beruhendes Denken
ist; nicht auf Erscheinung (ripa) beruhendes Denken ist zu
erzeugen, nicht auf Tonen, Geriichen, Geschmicken,
Tastbarem, gedanklichen Zustinden (dharma) beruhendes
Denken ist zu erzeugen.

10-5

Wie wenn zum Beispiel, o Subhiti, ein Mann wire, mit
auBerordentlich grofem Korper, dessen Umfang so groB wiire,
wie der des Sumeru, des Bergfiirsten: wie meinst du, Su-
bhuti, wire sein Umfang gro?«

10-6

Subhuti erwiderte: “Gar groB, Erhabener! GroB, Sugata!
wire jenes Selbstsein. Aus welchem Grunde? Als ”Selbstsein,
Selbstsein®, Erhabener, ist jenes Nichtsein vom Vollendeten
verkiindet worden. Deshalb heiBt es Selbstsein®.*
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11-1

Der Erhabene sprach: ” Wie meinst du, Subhiiti? soviele
Sandkorner in dem groflen Gangesstrome sind, wenn soviele
Gangesstrome wiren, so wiren wohl der Sandkérner, die in

diesen wiren, viele?

11-2 _
Subhati erwiderte: “Jener Gangesstrome, o Erhabener, wiren
es schon viele, um wieviel mehr der SandkoOrner, die in

jenen Gangesstromen wiren.

11-3

Der Erhabene sprach: “Ich lasse dich gutheiflen, ich lasse
dich wissen, Subhiti, soviele Sandkérner in jenen Ganges-
stromen wiren, soviele Weltelemente mit den vier Kost-
barkeiten gefiillt, mdchte jemand, ein Weib oder ein Mann,
den Tathagatas, den Wiirdigen, den vollkommen Erleuchteten,
als Gabe spenden: wie meinst du, Subhuti, wiirde jenes Weib
oder jener Mann einen Schatz, einen grofen Verdienstes-

vorrat sich erzeugen?*

11-4
Subhuti erwiderte: “Erhabener, gar vielen, Sugata, einen

groBen Schatz, Verdienstesvorrat wiirde sich jenes Weib oder
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jener Mann erzeugen, unermeflichen, unzihligen.*

11-5

Der Erhabene sprach: ”"Und wer ferner, ein Weib oder ein
Mann, soviele Weltelemente mit den sieben Kostbarkeiten
fiillte und sie den Vollendeten, den Wiirdigen, den vollkom-
men Erleuchteten als Gabe spendete, und wer, ein edler Sohn
oder eine edle Tochter, hier aus dem Lehrbuch am Ende
auch nur eine vierfiiBige Liedstrophe herausgriffe und sie
anderen darlegte und erklirte, der wiirde einen groferen
Schatz, mehr Verdienstesvorrat sich erzeugen, unermefBlichen,
unzihligen.
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12-1

”Und ferner wahrlic:'h, Subhuti, an welchem Ort der Erde
jemand hier aus dem Lehrbuche am Ende auch nur eine
vierfiiBige Liedstrophe herausgriffe, sie verkiindigte oder
erklirte, dieser Ort der Erde wiirde ein Heiligtum sein fiir
die Welt der Gotter, Menschen und Asuras. Um wie viel
mehr, wenn jemand dieses Lehrbuch vollstindig bewiltigt, es
behalten, es wiederholen, vollig verstehen, es anderen
ausfiihrlich erkldren wird. Mit hochst Wunderbarem, Subhuti,

werden jene versehen sein.

12-2
Und an diesem Orte wohnt ein Lehrer oder der Reihe nach
derjenige, welcher die Stelle des verstindigen Meisters

einnimmt.*
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13-1

Nach diesen Worten sprach der ehrwiirdige Subhuti zum
Erhabenen also: "Welches ist denn, Erhabener, jenes Lehrbuch,
und wie soll ich es erfassen?*

13-2

Nach solchen Worten erwiderte der Erhabene dem ehr-
wiirdigen Subhuati dieses: ”Die” Vollkommenheit der
Erkenntnis* namlich ist, o Subhuti, dieses Lehrbuch. Und so
erfasse es!

13-3

Aus 'we‘lchem Grunde? Die Voilkommenheit der Erkenntnis
nidmlich, die von dem Erhabenen verkiindet worden ist, ist
eben als Nicht-Vollkommenheit der Erkenntnis durch deng
Erhabenen verkiindigt worden. Deshalb heifit sie ’Vollkom-

menheit der Erkenntnis®.

13-4
Wie meinst du nun, Subhati, existiert nun irgendwelches Din

(dharma), das durch den Erhabenen verkiindet wire?*

13-5
Subhuti erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht existiert irgend
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welches Ding, das durch den Erhabenen verkiindet wire.

13-6
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, was in dem
dreitausendmalvieltausendfachen Weltelement Erdenstaub ist,

das ist wohl viel?“

13-7

Subhuti erwiderte: ”Viel, Erhabener! Viel, Sugata, wire wohl
jener Erdstaub. Aus welchem Grunde? Was, o Erhabener, von
dem Erhabenen als Erdstaub verkiindet wurde, das ist durch
den Erhabenen als Nicht-Staub verkiindet worden. Deshalb
wird es “Erdstaub®“ genannt.

- 13-8 v
Und was da als “Weltelement“ durch den Erhabenen verkiin-
det ist, das ist durch den Erhabenen als ”Nicht-Element*

verkiindet. Deshalb wird es “Weltelement* genannt.*

13-9

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhiti, ist durch die
zweiunddreiBig Merkmale eines groflen Mannes ein Soge-
gangener (tathagata), Wiirdiger, vollkommen Erleuchteter zu

erschauen?‘

13-10 ‘
Subhuti sprach: ”Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht durch die
zweiunddreiBig Merkmale eines groflen Mannes ist ein So-

gegangener (tathagata), Wiirdiger, vollkommen Erleuchteter
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zu erschauen.

13-11

Aus welchem Grunde? Die zweiunddreiflig Merkmale eines
groBen Mannes ndmlich, die von dem Tathagata verkiindet
worden sind, die sind, o Erhabener, als Nicht-Merkmale
durch den Erhabenen verkiindet. Deshalb werden sie die

»zweiunddreiBig Merkmale eines grofen Mannes* genannt.*

13-12

Der Erhabene sprach: “Und wer wahrlich, ein Weib oder ein
Mann, Tag fiir Tag an Zahl den Sandkérnern des Ganges-
‘stromes gleiche eigene Existenzen aufopferte und so aufopf-
ernd wihrend Aonen (kalpa), die den Sandkoérnern des
Gangesstromes gleich wiren, seine eigene Existenz aufopf-
erte, und wer andererseits hier aus dem Lehrbuch ‘am Ende
auch nur eine vierfiiBige Liedstrophe herausgriffe und sie
anderen darlegte, der wiirde einen reichlicheren Schatz,
Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen, unermeflichen, unzihligen.*
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14-1

Da vergoB denn der ehrwiirdige Subhuti, von der Macht ‘der
Lehre (dharma) (ergriffen), Trinen, und, nachdem er Trinen
vergossen, sprach er zum Erhabenen also:

14-2

”Wunderbar ist, Erhabener, hochst wunderbar, Sugata, daf
dieses Lehrbuch durch den Tathagata verkiindet wurde, zum
Wohle der Lebewesen, die sich im vordersten Fahrzeug
befinden, zum Wohle derer, die sich im besten Fahrzeug
befinden, von wo mir, o Erhabener, Erkenntnis aufgegangen

ist.

14-3

Nicht ist durch mich, o Erhabener, je zuvor ein derartiges
Lehrbuch gehort Worden. Mit hochst Wunderbarem begabt, o
Erhabener, werden die Bodhisattvas sein, welche hier, wenn
das Sutra verkiindigt wird, es héren und einen richigen Beg-
riff bilden werden.

14-4

Aus welchem Grunde? Was hier, o Erhabener, richtiger
Begriff ist, das eben ist nicht-richtiger Begriff. Deshalb ver-
kiindigt der Erhabene richtiger Begriff, richtiger Begriff*.
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14-5
”Nicht ist mir, o Erhabener, wunderbar, daB ich dieses

Lehrbuch, wie es verkiindet wird, erwige und mich dazu
hingezogen fiihle. '

14-6

Jene Lebewesen aber, o Erhabener, die in zukiinftiger Zeit
sein werden, in dem letzten Zeitabschnitt, in den letzten
fiinfhundert Jahren, zur Zeit des Verfalles der Lehre, welche
dieses Lehrbuch, o Erhabener, erfassen werden, es behalten,
es verkiinden, es vollig verstehen und anderen ausfiihrlich
erklidren werden, die werden mit héchstem Wunder begabt

sein.

14-7

Aber es wird wahrlich nicht, o Erhabener, in ihnen der
Begriff des Selbstes wirksam sein, nicht der Begriff des
Lebewesens, nicht der Begriff des Lebenden, nicht der
Begriff der Person wirksam, auch wird bei ihnen nicht
irgendwelcher Begriff oder Nicht-Begriff wirksam sein. '

14-8

Aus welchem Grunde? Was da, Erhabener, Begriff des
Selbstes ist, das eben ist Nicht-Begriff. Was Begriff des
Lebewesens, Begriff des Lebenden, Begriff der Person ist,
das eben ist Nicht-Begriff. |

14-9
Aus welchem Grunde? Von allem Begriffe befreit nimlich
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sind die Buddhas, die Erhabenen.*

14-10

Nach diesen Worten sprach der Erhabene zu dem ehrwiir-
digen Subhuti also: ”So ist es, Subhati, so ist es! Mit
hochstem Wunder begabt werden jene Lebewesen sein,

welche, wenn hier, o Subhuti, das Sutra verkiindet wird,

. nicht erschrecken, sich nicht fiirchten, sich nicht #ngstigen

werden. Aus welchem Grunde? Als hochste Vollkommenheit,
Subhiti, ist ndmlich durch den Tathagata diese Nicht-
Vollkommenheit verkiindet worden. Und die hochste
Vollkommenheit, die der Vollendete (tathagata) verkiindet, die
verkiinden auch unermefBliche Buddhas, Erhabene. Deshalb
heiBt sie “hochste Vollkommenheit*.

14-11
»Und ferner, Subhuti, was des Tathagata Vollkommenheit der
Geduld ist, das ist eben Nicht-Vollkommenheit.

14-12

Aus welchem Grunde? Als, Subhati, der Kalinga-Fiirst Glied
‘um Glied mir das Fleisch abschnitt, da ist bei mir nicht der
Begriff des Selbstes, oder der Begriff des Lebewesens, oder
der Begriff der Person, nicht ist bei mir iiberhaupt irgend-
welcher Begriff oder Nicht-Begriff vorhanden gewesen.

14-13
Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, o Subhuti, zu dieser Zeit der

Begriff des Selbstes bei mir vorhanden gewesen wire, so
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wire zu dieser Zeit auch der Begriff des Tétens gewesen.
Wenn der Begriff des Lebewesens, der Begriff des Lebenden,
der Begriff der Person vorhanden gewesen wire, so wire zu

dieser Zeit auch der Begriff des Totens vorhanden gewesen.

14-14

Aus welchem Grunde? Ich erinnere mich, Subhuti, in
vergangener Zeit an fiinfhundert Geburten, als ich der Rsi |
(Weise) Ksantivadin war. Da auch hatte ich nicht den Begriff
des Selbstes, nicht den Begriff des Lebewesens, nicht den
Begriff des Lebenden, nicht den Begriff der Person. Deshalb
denn, o Subhiiti, soll ein Bodhisattva Mahasattva allen
Begriff fernhalten und zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen
Erleuchtung den Gedanken erwecken. Nicht auf Erscheinug
(rapa) begriindeten Gedanken soll er hervorrufen, nicht auf
Tone, Geriiche, Geschmicke, Tastbares, gedankliche Objekte
(dharma) begriindete Gedanken soll er hervorrufen, nicht auf
Objekte(dharma) begriindete Gedanken soll er hervorrufen.

14-15

Aus welchem Grunde? Was begriindet ist, das ist eben nicht-
begriindet. Deshalb denn verkiindet der Tathagata: ’Ohne sich
zu stiitzen soll der Bodhisattva Gabe spenden, nicht auf Er-
scheinung, Tone, Geriiche, Geschmicke, Tastbares, gedank-
liche Objekte (dharma) sich stiitzend soll er Gabe spenden.

14-16
”Und ferner, Subhuti, hat durch einen Bodhisattva derartiges

Aufopfern von Gaben zu geschehen, zum Heil aller Lebe-
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wesen. Aus welchem Grunde? Was hier, Subhuti, Begriff von
Lebewesen ist, das ist eben Nicht-Begriff. Die, welche eben
von dem Tathagata “alle Lebewesen*“ genannt werden, sind

eben Nicht-Lebewesen.

14-17 :

Aus welchem Grunde? Das Wirkliche redet, o Subhuti, der
Tathagata; das Wahre redet, so redet, nicht anders redet der
Tathagata; nicht Falsches redet der Tathagata.

14-18

”Und ferner, Subhuti, welcher Zustand (dharma) immer durch
den Sogegangenen zur Erleuchtung gebracht, dargelegt,
erwogen wurde, da ist nicht Wahres, nicht Falsches.

14-19

Wie namlich zum Beispiel, Subhiti, ein mit Augen versehe-
ner Mensch bei hellwerdender Nacht, nach Aufgang der
Sonne, vielgestaltige Dinge sehen wiirde, so ist ein in die
Nicht-Dinglichkeit versunkener Bodhisattva zu betrachten, der,
in die Nicht-Dinglichkeit versunken, Gabe spendet.

14-20

Wie nimlich zum Beispiel, Subhiti, ein Mann, der in Dunkelheit
eingetreten ist, nicht irgendetwas sehen wiirde, so ist der in die
Dinglichkeit (vastu) versunkene Bodhisattva zu betrachten, der, -
in die Dinglichkeit versunken, Gabe spendet. ’Und ferner, Subhuti,
wenn irgendwelche edlen Sohne oder edlen Tochter dieses
Lehrbuch lernen, es behalten, es her-sagen, es vollig durchdringen
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und es anderen ausfiihrlich erkliren werden, so sind diese, o
Subhuti, von dem Tatha-gata durch Buddha-Erkenntnis gekannt,
sind, o Subhuti, durch den Tathagata durch Buddha-Auge geschaut.
Alle diese Lebewesen, o Subhiiti, werden unermeBlichen,

unzihligen Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen und erwerben.
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15-1

”Und wenn ferner, o Subhuti, ein Weib oder ein Mann, zur
Zeit des Vormittages den Sandkoérnern des Gangesstromes (an
Zahl) gleiche eigene Existenzen hingibe, so auch zur Zeit
des Mittags den Sandkornern des Gangesstromes (an Zahl)
gleiche eigene ‘Existenzen hingdbe und auf diese Weise
wihrend vieler hunderttausend Millionen Kotis von Kalpas
~(Welta1tern) eigene Existenzen dahingibe, und wenn
andererseits jemand dieses Lehrbuch, nachdem er es gehort,
nicht verwiirfe, so wiirde dieser (letztere) von den beiden
- reichlicheren Schatz und Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen, uner-
meBlichen, unzéhligen.”Was soll man erst sagen von dem,
der, nachdem er es geschrieben, es lernt, es behilt, .es
hersagt, vollig versteht und es ausfiihrlich anderen erklért?

15-2

”Und ferner, Subhuti, ist dieses Lehrbuch unbegreiflich,
unvergleichbar. Auch ist dieses Lehrbuch, Subhuti, durch den
Tathagata verkiindet zum Wohle der im ‘vordersten Fahrzeug
befindlichen Lebewesen, der im besten Fahrzeug befindlichen
Lebewesen. Wer dieses Lehrbuch lernen, behalten, ’hers‘agen,
vollig verstehen und anderen ausfiihrlich erklidren wird, der
ist, o Subhiti, von dem Tathagata durch Buddhaerkenntnis
gekannt, der ist von dem Tathagata durch Buddha-Auge
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geschaut. Alle diese Lebewesen, Subhuti, werden mit uner-
meBlichem Verdienstesvorrat versehen seih, werden _mit un-
denkbarem, unvergleichbarem, unermeflichem und unmeB8-

barem Verdienstesvorrat versehen sein.

15-3

Alle diese Lebewesen, Subhiti, werden in gleicher Weise die
Erleuchtung (bodhi) behalten, werden sie hersagen, werden
sie vollig verstehen. Aus welchem Grunde? Weil es nicht
moglich ist, Subhati, daB dieses Lehrbuch durch Lebewesen
von geringer Hingabe gehort wird, durch solche, die in der
Ansicht eines Selbstes, in der Ansicht eines Lebewesens, in
der Ansicht eines Lebenden, in der Ansicht einer Person
befangen sind. Nicht ist es mﬁgliéh, daB dieses Lehrbuch
durch Lebewesen gehort wird, die nicht das Verstindnis der
Bodhisattvas haben, dal es von ihnen gelernt, behalten,
hergesagt oder vollig verstanden wird: nicht ist diese
Méglichkeit (eig. “Stitte”) vorhanden.

15-4

”Und ferner, Subhiti, der Ort, an welchem dieses Lehrbuch
verkiindet werden wird, dieser Ort wird zu ehren sein von
der ganzen Welt von Gottern, Menschen und Démonen (asu-
ra), dieser Ort wird nach rechts zu umwandeln sein, wie ein
Caitya wird dieser Ort sein.
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16-1

”Und ferner, Subhiti, die edlen S6hne oder edlen Téchter,
welche diese dergestaltigen Sutrantas lernen, behalten,
hersagen, vollig verstehen und von Grund aus beherzigen und
sie anderen ausfiihrlich erkldren werden, die werden

iiberwunden haben, wohl iiberwunden haben.

16-2

Aus welchem Grlinde? Die unreinen Werke ndmlich, die von
diesen Lebewesen in fritherer Geburt getan wurden, zum
Niedergange fiihrend, diese in friiherer Geburt gewirkten
unreinen Werke werden, nachdem das Gesetz (dharma)
erschaut, durch das Uberwundenhaben dahinschwinden und

werden zur Buddhaerleuchtung gelangen.

16-3

”Ich erinnere mich, Subhati, in vergangener Zeit, vor
unzihligen kalpas (Weltaltern) waren vierundachtzig mal
hunderttausend Milliarden von Buddhas, die dem Dipankara,
dem Tathagata, Wiirdigen, vollkommen Erleuchteten nach-
folgten, denen ich Freude bereitete, und die, nachdem sie

erfreut waren, nicht Unwillen iiber mich empfanden.
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16-4

Und wenn, Subhuti, jene erhabenen Buddhas durch mich
erfreut und, nachdem erfreut, nicht abgeneigt waren, und
wenn in der letzten Zeit, im letzten Zeitabschnitt, in den
letzten fiinfhundert Jahren, zur Zeit des Verfalles der Lehre,
andere diese derartigen Sutrantas lernen, behalten, hersagen,
vollig verstehen und anderen ausfiihrlich mitteilen werden, so
reicht gegeniiber diesem Verdienstesvorrat, Subhuti, der friih-
ere Verdienstesvorrat auch nicht an den hundertsten Teil
b'heran, auch nicht an den tausendsten, den hunderttausendsten,
an den millionsten, an den hundertmillionsten, an den hund-
erttausendmillionsten, an den hunderttausendmillionen mal
zehnmillionsten Teil. Es ertrdgt keine Zahl, keinen Teil, keine
Rechnung, keinen Vergleich, keine Gleich-setzung, keine
Analogie. |

16-5

”Und wenn ferner, Subhuti, ich den Verdienstesvorrat jener
edlen Sohne oder edlen Tochter sagen wollte, wie sehr jene
edlen Sohne oder edlen Tochter zu jener Zeit Verdienstes-
vorrat erzeugen werden, erwerben werden, so wiirden die

Lebewesen auBler Verstand geraten oder von Sinnen werden.

16-6
Und ferner, Subhiti, als unbegreiflich, unvergleichlichbar ist
dieses Lehrbuch durch den Tathagata verkiindet worden, als

unbegreiflich mufl auch seine Wirkung erwartet werden.*
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17-1

Da sprach denn der ehrwiirdige Subhititi zu dem Erhabenen
also: ”Wie soll ein auf dem Fahrzeug der Bodhisattvas Be-
findlicher sich verhalten, wie soll er herankommen, wie soll
er die Gedanken richten?* ‘

17-2

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Ein auf dem Fahrzeug der Bodhi-
sattvas Befindlicher soll diesen Gedanken erwecken: “Alle
Lebewesen sind durch mich in dem restlosen Nirvana-

Elemente zur Erloschung zu bringen*:

17-3

und wenn er so die Lebewesen zum volligen Erléschen
gebracht hitte, ist nicht irgend welches Lebewesen zum voll-
igen Erloschen gebracht.

17-4

Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, o Subhﬁti, bei einem Bodhi-
sattva der Begriff “Lebewesen® wirksam ist, so ist er nicht
als Bodhisattva zu bezeichnen. Oder wenn der Begriff der
Lebenden und so fort bis zum Begriff der Person wirksam

wire, so wire er nicht als Bodhisattva zu bezeichnen.
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17-5

Aus welchem Grunde? Es ist nicht, o Subhaiti, irgendwelches
Ding (dharma), das als auf dem Fahrzeug der Bodhisattvas
befindlich bezeichnet werden koénnte.

17-6

”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, existiert irgendwelcher dharma
(Objekt),der durch den Tathagata von dem Tathagata Dip-
afikara her zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen Erleuchtuhg
gebracht worden wire?

17-7

Nach diesen Worten sprach der ehrwiirdige Subhiiti zu dem
Erhabenen also: ”Wie ich den Sinn des von dem Erhabenen
Gesprochenen verstehe, so existiert nicht, o Erhabener,
irgendwelcher dharma, der durch den Tathagata von dem
Tathagata Dipankara her zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen
Erleﬁchtung gebracht worden wire.*

17-8

Nach diesen Worten sprach der Erhabene zu dem ehrwiirdigen
Subhati also: ”So ist es, Subhuti, so ist es. Nicht existiert,
Subhiti, irgend welcher dharma, der durch den Tathagata von
dem Tathagata Dipankara her, dem Wiirdigen, vollkommen
Er-leuchteten, zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen Erleuchtungb

gebracht worden wiire.

17-9
Wenn ferner, Subhiti, irgendwelcher dharma durch den Tatha-
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gata zur vollkommenen Erleuchtung gebracht worden wire,
so hitte mich nicht der Tathagata Dipaﬁkara vorherbestimmt:
*Du wirst, o Sohn des Manu, in kiinftiger Zeit der ”Sakya-
muni“ genannte Tathagata, Wiirdige, vollkommen Erleuchtete

werden®“.

17-10

Weil daher, Subhiiti, nicht irgendwelcher dharma existiert,
welcher durch den Tathagata, den Wiirdigen, den vollkommen
Erleuchteten zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen Erleuchtung
erweckt wire, deshalb wurde ich durch den Tathagata
Dipankara vorherbestimmt: “Du wirst, Sohn des Manu, in kii-
nftiger Zeit der ”éakyamuni“ genannte Tathagata, Wiirdige,
vollkommen Erleuchtete werden.*

17-11

Aus welchem Grunde “Tathagata“, Subhati? Die Bezeichnung
der wahren Soheit ist ”Tathagata“, Subhuti, dies ist die
Bezeichnung des Nichtentstandenseins. “Tathagata, Subhiti,
dies ist die Bezeichnung der Vernichtung der dharmas (Ob-
jekte). “Tathagata®, Subhuti, dies ist die Bezeichnung des
durchaus Unentstandehen. Aus welchem Grunde? Dieses
Nicht-enstandensein, Subhiti, ist der hochste Sinn.

17-12

“Wer immer, Subhuti, sagen wiirde, da durch den Tathagata,
den Wiirdigen, den vollkommen Erleuchteten, die uniiber-
troffene vollkommene Erleuchtung erweckt worden wire, der
wiirde Unwahres reden, der wiirde, Subhuti, mit Unwahrem,
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das er gelernt, iiber mich reden.

17-13

Aus welchem Grunde‘? Nicht existiert, o Subhuati, irgend-
welcher dharma (Objekt), der durch den Tathagata zur
uniibertroffenen vollkommenen Erleuchtung erweckt worden

wire.

17-14

Und in dem dharma, Subhati, der durch den Tathagata er-
weckt oder gezeigt wurde, da ist nicht Wahrés, nicht Fal-
sches. Deshalb sagt der Tathagata: ”Alle dharmas sind Bud-
dha-dharﬁ1a“.

17-15

Aus welchem Grunde? Alle dharmas, Subhuti, sind durch
den Tathagata als Nicht-dharmas verkiindet. Deshalb heiBen
alle dharmas (Dinge) Buddha-dharmas.

17-16
”Wie wenn zum ‘Beispiel, Subhuti, ein Mann wire mit gar

groem Korper.“

17-17 _

Der ehrwiirdige Subhuti sprach: ”Wer, o Erhabener, von dem
Tathagata als Mann mit gar groBem Ko6rper bezeichnet
worden ist, der ist, o Erhabener, als kérperlos durch den
‘Tathé.gata bezeichnet worden. Deshaib heiBt er ”mit starkem
Korper, mit groSem Korper .«
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17-18

Der Erhabene sprach: ”So ist es, Subhuti! Ein Bodhisattva,
der so spridche: ”“Ich werde die Lebewesen zum volligen Er-
16schen bringen®, der ist nicht als Bodhisattva® zu bezei-
chnen. Aus welchem Grunde? Existiert, Subhuti, irgend-
welcher dharma (Ding), der ”Bodhisattva® hieBe?

17-19
Subhuti sprach: “Nicht so, Erhabener! Es existiert nicht ir-
gendwelcher dharma (Ding), der “Bodhisattva® genannt

wiirde.

17-20

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Die “Lebewesen, Lebewesen®, Subhiti,
sind durch den Tathagata als Nicht-Lebewesen verkiindet
worden, deshal werdenb sie “Lebewesen” genannt. Deshalb
verkiindet der Erhabene: ”Ohne Selbst sind alle dharmas
(Dinge), ohne Lebendes, ohne Menschliches, ohne Person
sind alle dharmas.* -

17-21

Ein Bodhisattva, o Subhuti, der so spriche: “Ich werde
Welten von (Buddha-) Gefilden schaffen®, der spriche Un-
wahres. Aus welchem Grunde? ”Als Welten von Gefilden,
Welten von Gefilden“, o Subhuti, sind durch den Erhabenen
Nicht-Gefilde verkiindet worden. Deshalb werden sie “Welten

von Gefilden* genannt.
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17-22

Ein Bodhisattva, o Subhiti, der sich dem Gedanken hingibe:
”Ohne Selbst sind die dharmas (Dinge), ohne Selbst sind die
dharmas*, der ist durch den Tathagata, den Wiirdigen, den
vollkommen Erleuchteten als Bodhisattva Mahasattva bezei-
chnet worden.
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18-1
Der Erhabene sprach: "Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist des
Tathagata fleischliches Auge vorhanden?“

18-2
Subhuti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener! Des Tathagata
fleischliches Auge ist vorhanden.*

18-3
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, existiert des
Tathagata gottliches Auge?*

18-4
Subhuti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener! Des Tathagata
gottliches Auge existiert!*

18-5
Der Erhabene sprach: ”"Wie meinst du, Subhiti, existiert des
Tathagata Erkenntnis-Auge?‘

18-6 v
Subhiuiti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener! Des Tathagata

Erkenntnis-Auge existiert.*
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18-7
Der Erhabene sprach: “Wie meinst du, Subhuti, existiert des
Tathagata Dharma-Auge (Gesetzesauge)"“

18-8
Subhati sprach: ”So ist es, Erhabener! Des Tathagata Dharma-
Auge existiert.*

18-9 .
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhiiti, existiert des
Tathagata Buddha-Auge?“

18-10
Subhuti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener! Des Tathagata Bud-
dha-Auge existiert.”

18-11

VDer Erhabene sprach: "Wie meinst du, Subhuti, soviele Sand-
korner in dem groBen Gangesstrome sind, sind diese Sand-
korner durch den Tathagata verkiindet?*

18-12
Subhuti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener, so ist es, Sugata.
Verkiindet sind durch den Tathagata die Sandkérner.*

18-13 _
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhati, wenn
ebensoviele Gangesstrome wiren, als in dem groBen Gan-

gesstrome Sandkorner sind, und ebensoviele Weltelemente
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wiren, als in jenen Sandkdrner, so wiren wohl jener

Weltelemente viele?*

18-14
Subhiuti erwiderte: ”So ist es, Erhabener! So ist es, Sugata!

Der Weltelemente wiren viele.*

18-15
Der Erhabene sprach: “Soviele Lebewesen in diesen Welt-
elementen sind, ich kenne deren verschiedenartigen Gedank-

enstrom.

18-16
Aus welchem Grunde? Als “Gedankenstrom, Gedankenstrom®,
o Subhiiti, ist durch den Tathagata ein Nichtstrom verkiindet

‘worden. Deshalb wird er ”Gedankenstrom* genannt.

18-17

Aus welchem Grunde? Ein vergangener Gedanke, Subhuti,
wird nicht wahrgenommen, ein zukiinftiger Gedanke wird
nicht wahrgenommen, ein gegenwirtiger Gedanke wird nicht

wahrgenommen.
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19-1

”Wie meinst du, Subhati, wenn irgendein edler Sohn oder
eine edle Tochter dieses dreitausendmalvieltausendfache
Weltelement mit den sieben Kostbarkeiten anfiillte, und es
den Tathagatas, Wiirdigen, vollkommen Erleuchteten als Gabe
spendete, wiirde hieraus jener edle Sohn oder jene edle Toch-
ter einen Schatz, einen grofien Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen?*

192
Subhati erwiderte: ”Vielen, Erhabener! Vielen, Sugata!

19-3

Der Erhabene sprach: ”So ist es, Subhuti! So ist es! Jener
edle Sohn oder jene edle Tochter wiirde sich einen groBen
Schatz, einen Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen, unermeflichen,

unzihligen.

19-4

Aus welchem Grunde? Als “Verdienstesvorrat, Verdienst-
esvorrat®, Subhﬁti, ist ein Nicht-Vorrat von dem Tathﬁgata
verkiindet. Deshalb heiflt es ”Verdienstesvorrat®.
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19-5
Wénn, o Subhiti, ein Verdienstesvorrat existierte, dann wiirde

der Tathagata nicht sagen: Verdienstesvorrat, Verdienstes-

éé 66

vorrat™.
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20-1
”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist ein Tathagata in der Vollen-

dung des Erscheinungsleibes (ripa-kaya) zu erschauen?“

120-2 |
Subhuti erwiderte: *Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht in der
Vollendung des Erscheinungsleibes ist der Tathagata zu .

schauen.

20-3

Aus welchem Grunde? Als ”Vollendung des Erschei-
nungsleibes, Vollendung des Erscheinungsleibes®, o Erhabener,
ist Nicht-Vollendung durch den Tathagata verkiindet. Deshalb
wird sie ”’Vollendung des Erscheinungsleibes genannt.*

20-4 v
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist in der
Vollkommenheit der Merkmale der Tathagata zu erblicken?*

20-5
Subhiti erwiderte: ”Nicht so, Erhabener, nicht in der
Vollkommenheit der Merkmale ist der Tathagata zu schauen.
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20-6

Aus welchem Grunde? Die Vollkommenheit der Merkmale,
die von dem Erhabenen verkiindet wurde, die ist als Nicht-
Merkmalvollkommenheit vom Tathagata verkiindet. Deshalb
wird gesagt: “’Vollkommenheit der Merkmale*.
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21-1
Der Erhabene sprach: “Wie meinst du, Subhuti, denkt ein
Tathagata also: “Durch mich ist das Gesetz (dharma) dar-

gelegt“?

21-2
Subhiti erwiderte: ”Nicht denkt, o Erhabener, ein Tathagata
also: ”Durch mich ist das Gesetz gelehrt*.*

21-3

Der Erhabene sprach: "Wer so sagte, Subhiti: "Durch den
Tathagata ist das Gesetz gelehrt”, der wiirde Unwahres sagen,
der wiirde mit Unwahrem, das er gelernt, um mich her-
umreden.

21-4

Aus welchem Grunde? ’Gesetzeslehre, Gesetzeslehre®, Su-
bhuati, nicht existiert irgendwelches Ding (dharma), das als

Gesetzeslehre wahrgenommen wiirde.

21-5

Nach diesen Worten sprach der ehrwiirdige Subhuti zu dem
Erhabenen also: “Werden etwa, Erhabener, in kiinftiger Zeit,
im letzten Zeitabschnitt, in den letzten fiinfhundert Jahren,
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zur Zeit des Verfalles der Lehre Lebewesen existieren, wel-
che, nachdem sie diese derartigen Lehren (dharma) gehort,
glauben werden?*

21-6
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Nicht sind sie, Subhauti, Lebewesen,
nicht Nicht-Lebewesen. |

21-7

Aus welchem Grunde? Als “Lebewesen, Lebewesen®, Subhuti,
sind durch den Tathagata alle diese Nicht-Lebewesen ver-
kiindet worden. Deshalb heiBen sie “’Lebewesen‘.
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22-1

”Wie meinst du, Subhuati, existiert irgendwelches Ding
(dharma), das durch den Tathagata zur uniibertrefflichen
vollkommenen Erleuchtung erweckt worden ist?*

22-2

Der ehrwiirdige Subhuti sagte: “Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht
existiert, o Erhabener, irgendwelches Ding (dharma), das
durch den Erhabenen zur uniibertroffenen vollkommenen

Erleuchtung erweckt worden ist.*

22-3

Der Erhabene sprach: ”So ist es, Subhiti! So ist es! Auch
ein winzig kleines Ding (dharma) existiert nicht, wird nicht
wahrgenommen. Deshalb wird gesagt: ” Uniibertroffene

€6 ¢C

vollkommene Erleuchtung®.



674 SRIFE - FEFLL - BT

23-1

”Und ferner, Subhiti, gleich ist sich jenes Ding (dharma),
nicht ist da irgendetwas verschieden. Deshalb wird gesagt:
”Uniibertroffene, vollkommene Erleuchtung*.

23-2

Infolge des Nichtseins eines Selbstes, des Nichtseins eines
Lebewesens, des Nichtseins eines Lebenden, des Nichtseins
einer Person ist jene uniibertroffene vollkommene Erleuchtung
(sich) gleich (und wird) durch alle guten Dinge (dharma)
erweckt. ‘

23-3

Aus welchem Grunde? Als “gute Dinge (dharma), gute
Dinge*, Subhuti, sind alle Nicht-Dinge (adharma) durch den
Tathagata verkiindet worden. Deshalb werden sie “gute

Dinge* genannt.*
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24-1

»Und wenn ferner, Subhiti, ein Weib oder ein Mann
ebensoviele Haufen der sicben Kostbarkeiten anhiufte, als in
dem dreitausendmalvieltausendfachen Weltelement Sumerus,
Bergesfﬁrten,_‘sind, und sie den Tathagatas, Wiirdigen,
vollkommen Erleuchteten als Gabe spendete, und wenn ein
edler Sohn oder ein edle Tochter hier aus der Volikom-
menheit der Erkenntnis, dem Lehrbuche, am Ende auch nur
eine vierfiiBige Liedstrophe herausgriffe und anderen lehrte,
so wiirde an diesen Verdienstesvorrat jener frithere Ver-
dienstesvorrat auch nicht zum hundertsten Teil heranreichen

66 <<

usw. bis “wiirde keine Gleichsetzung ertragen™.
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25-1
”Wie meinst du, Subhiti, denkt ein Tathagata also: Durch
mich sind Lebewesen erlost worden®?

25-2
Nicht fiirwahr, Subhiti, soll man so sehen. Aus welchem
Grunde? Nicht existiert, Subhuti, irgendwelches Lebewesen,

das durch den Tathagata erlost worden wire.

25-3

Wenn ferner, Subhiti, irgendwelches durch den Tathagata
erloste Lebewesen existierte, so wire das eben bei dem Ta-
| thagata Erfassen eines Selbstes, Erfassen eines Lebewesens,
Erfassen eines Lebenden, Erfassen einer Person.

25-4

Als “Erfassen eines Selbstes®, Subhuti, ist durch den
Tathagata Nicht-Erfassen bezeichnet worden. Und das wird
von Kindern und gewdhnlichen Leuten gelernt.

25-5
Als ”Kinder und gewohnliche Leute“, Subhuti, sind eben
durch den Tathagata Nicht-Leute bezeichnet. Deshalb werden
sie ”Kinder und gewoOhnliche Leute” genannt.
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26-1
- ”Wie meinst du, Subhuti, ist der Tathagata durch die
Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu schauen?*

26-2 _
Subhuti sagte: ”Nicht so Erhabener! Wie ich den Sinn des

von dem Erhabene Gesagten verstehe, ist der Tathagata nicht
durch die Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu schauen.®

26-3

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Gut, gut! Subhiti! So ist es, Subhuti,
so ist es, wie du sagst. Nicht durch die Vollkommenheit der
Merkmale ist der Tathagata zu schauen.

26-4

Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, o Subhuti, der Tathégata. durch
die Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu schauen wire, so
wiirde auch ein das Rad (der Weltherrschaft) drehender Fiirst
ein Tathagata sein. Deshalb ist ein Tathagata nicht durch die
Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu schauen.*

26-5
Der ehrwiirdige Subhuti sprach zum Erhabenen also: “Wie

ich den Sinn des vom Erhabenen Gesagten verstehe, ist der
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Tathagata nicht durch die Vollkommenheit der Merkmale zu

schauen.*

26-6
Da sagte wahrlich der Erhabene zu dieser Zeit diese zwei

Liedstrophen:

“Die mich durch die Erscheinung (rupa) sahen,
die mich durch Gerdusch horten,
In falsches Bestreben sind sie geraten,

nicht werden mich jene Leute schauen.

Vom Gesetze (dharma) aus ist der Buddha zu sehen

(erkennen),
denn die Meister (eig. ”Leiter*) haben den Gesetzesleib

(dharmakaya),
Und das Wesen des Gesetzes (dharma) ist nicht zu

verstehen,
und man kann es auch nicht verstindlich machen. “
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27-1 .
»Wie meinst du, Subhiti, ist durch die Vollkommenheit der
Merkmale von dem Erhabenen die uniibertroffene voll-

kommene Erleuchtung erweckt worden?

27-2

'Nicht wahrlich, Subhati, ist so zu sehen. Aus welchem
Grunde? Nicht'n'eimlich, Subhuti, kénnte durch Vollkom-
menheit de Merkmale von dem Tathagata die uniibertroffene
vollkommene Erleuchtung erweckt worden sein.

27-3

Auch mochte nicht irgendwer, Subhiti, dir so sagen: “Durch
die auf dem Fahrzeug der Bodhisattvas Befindlichen ist ir-
gendwelchen Dinges (dharma)' Vernichtung oder Zerstdrung
mitgeteilt worden.”

27-4
()
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28-1

”Und ferner wahrlich, Subhiti, wenn ein edler Sohn oder
eine edle Tochter den Sandkérnern des Gangesstromes (an
Zahl) gleiche Weltelemente mit den sieben Kostbarkeiten
- anfiillte, und den Tathagatas, Wiirdigen, vollkommen Er-
leuchteten als Gabe spendete, und wenn ein Bodhisattva in
den selbstlosen und entstehungslosen Dingen (dharma) Geduld
erwiirbe, so wiirde dieser (letztere) einen groBeren Schatz,
einen Verdienstesvorrat erzeugen, unexméBlichen, unzidhligen.
Aber nicht wahrlich, Subhati, soll ein Bodbisattva Maha-
‘sattva Verdienstesvorrat an sich nehmen.*

28-2
Der ehrwiirdige Subhtti sprach: “Soll nicht, o Erhabener, ein
Bodhisattva Verdienstesvorrat an sich nehmen?*

28-3
Der Erhabene sprach: ”Er solI ihn an sich nehmen, Subhuti, er soll
ihn nicht an sich nehmen. Deshalb wird gesagt: ”Er soll ihn

an sich nehmen®.
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29-1

”Und wabhrlich, Subhuti, wenn jemand sagte: “Der Tathagata
geht, oder er kommt, oder er steht, oder er sitzt, oder er
liegt“, so versteht er nicht, o Subhati, den Sinn des von mir
Gesagten. |

29-2

Aus welchem Grunde? “Tathagata®, Subhuti, wird von einem
gesagt, der nicht irgendwohin gegangen, der nicht von irgend-
woher gekommen ist. Deshalb sagt man: “Tathagata (”Sog-
egangener®), Wiirdiger, vollkommen Erleuchteter*.
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30-1

”Und ferner, Subhuti, wenn ein edler Sohn oder eine edle
Tochter, wieviele Erdstdubchen es in dem dreitausendmalViel-
tausendfachen Weltelement gibt, von ebensovielen Welt-
elementen Staub machte, wie es durch unermeBliche Stirke
moglich wire, zu dem, was ”Anhdufung kleinster Atome*
genannt wird, wie meinst du, Subhuti, wire diese Anhdufung
kleinster Atome grof8?*

30-2 .

Subhuti sprach: ”So ist es, Erhabener! So ist es, Sugata!
Grofl wire jene Anhdufung kleinster Atome. Aus welchem
Grunde? Wenn, o Erhabener, es eine groBe Anhidufung
kleinster Atome gibe, so wiirde der Erhabene nicht sagen:
» Anhsiufung kleinster Atome®.

30-3

Aus welchem Grunde? Was, o Erhabener, von dem Tathagata
als ”Anhdufung kleinster Atome* verkiindet wurde, das ist als
Nicht-Anhdufung durch den Tathagata verkiindet. Deshalb
wird gesagt: ”Anh#ufung kleinster Atome*.

30-4
Und was durch den Tathagata als “dreitausendmalvieltausend-
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faches Weltelement® verkiindet wurde, das ist als Nicht-Ele-
ment durch den Tathagata verkiindet. Deshalb wird gesagt:
”dreitausendmalvieltausendfaches Welt-Element*.

30-5

Aus welchem Grunde? Wenn, o Erhabener, ein Weltelement
bestinde, so wire das eben ein Erfassen von Stoff, und was
eben als “Erfassen von Stoff durch den Erhabenen verkiindet
wurde, das ist eben als Nicht-Erfassen durch den Tathagata
verkiindet. Deshalb wird gesagt: “Erfassen von Stoff™.”

30-6

Der Erhabene sprach: ”Und ein Erfassen von Stoff, o
Subhuti, ist nicht gemeinhin moglich, ist nicht anzugeben. Es
ist nicht Ding (dharma), nicht Nicht-Ding. Und es wird nur
von Kindern und unerfahrenen Leuten so aufgefaBt.
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31-1 ,

“Aus welchem Grunde? Wer nimlich, Subhiti, so spriche:
”Die Ansicht eines Selbstes ist durch den Tathagata ver-
kiindet”, wiirde der, o Subhiti, die Wahrheit sprechen?*

31-2

Subhuti erwiderte: “Nicht so, Erhabener! Nicht so, Sugata!
Nicht wiirde er die Wahrheit sprechen. Aus welchem Grunde?
Was, o Erhabener, als ”Glaube an ein Selbst“ von dem
Erhabenen verkiindet worden ist, das ist als Nicht-Glaube
durch den Tathagata verkiindet. Deshalb wird gesagt: ’Glaube

€6 ¢¢

an ein Selbst*.

31-3
Der Erhabene sprach: ”So nidmlich sind durch einen auf dem
Fahrzeug der Bodhisattvas Stehenden, o Subhiti, alle Dinge

(dharma) zu erkennen, zu sehen, zu glauben.

31-4

Und so sind sie zu erkennen, zu sehen, zu glauben, wie
durch einen, der sich weder im Begriff eines Dingebs
(dhafma), noch im Begriff eines Nicht-Dinges (adharma)
befindet. Aus welchem Grunde? Als “Begriff des Dinges
(dharma), Begriff des Dinges* ist durch den Tathagata ein
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Nicht-Begriff verkiindet. Deshalb wird gesagt: “Begriff des
Dinges (dharma)“.



686 SRR - EFEE - 88

JEILIEB. B = 4~

32-1

“Und wenn ferner, o Subhiti, ein Bodhisattva Mahasattva
unermefBliche, unzéhlige Weltelemente mit den sieben
Kostbarkeiten anfiillte und sie den Tathagatas, Wiirdigen,
vollkommen Erleuchteten als Gabe spendete, und wenn ein
edler Sohn oder eine edle Tochter hier aus der Voll-
kommenbheit der Erkenntnis, dem Lehrbuche, am Ende eine
vierfiiBige Liedstrophe herausgriffe, behielte, darlegte, hersagte,
- vOllig verstinde und anderen ausfiihrlich erklirte, so wiirde
dieser (lefztere) reichlicheren Schatz,Verdienstesvorrat
erzeugen, unermeflichen, unzihligen.

32-2
Und wie sollte er erkldren? Wie zum Beispiel am Himmel:

”Die Sterne, Finsternis, ein Licht,
ein Trug, Tau, eine Wasserblase,
Ein Traum, ein Blitzstrahl und eine Wolke -—

so soll man das Gewirkte (samskrta) betrachten.
»So sollte er erkliren. Deshalb wird gesagt: "Er sollte erkldren®.*

32-3
Dies sprach der Erhabene erhobenen Sinnes. Der Sthavira
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Subhiti und die Bettelmonche, die Nonnen, die Laienbriider
und Laienschwestern, die Bodhisattvas und die ganze Welt
von Gottern, Menschen, Asuras und Gandharvas erfreute sich

an dem, was der Erhabene gesprochen.

32-4
(%)
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